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Salvation by the Croſs of CyrisT, a 
Doctrine of Offence in all Ages. 
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I COR. i. 23, 24. 


We preach Chriſt crucified unto the Jews a 
Stumbling-Block, and unto the Greeks 
Foeliſhneſs ; but unto them that are called, 
Chrijt the Power of God, and the Wif- 

dom of God, 


LL the Oppoſition and Hatred 

A which the Truths of the Goſpel 

meet with from the World, are 
particularly foretold. 


But unhappily, through a moſt injurious 
Reſtriction of thoſe Declarations which 
B ſpeak 
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ſpeak of Mens Hatred of the Truth of 
Gov, to the idolatrous Ages, and the Hea- 
then Nations, the Senſe and Intention of 
theſe Scriptures is well nigh loſt ; and the 
Doctrines of Salvation, with their Defen- 
ders, are often condemned, without Exa- 
mination, now, as they uſed to be of old ; 
becauſe much diſliked and too generally re- 
viled. 

It ſeems, therefore, an Attempt highly 
becoming every Perſon, who feels the leaſt 
Degree, either of Zeal for the Succeſs of 
the Goſpel, or love to thoſe who live in 
Subjection to it, to prove the unchangeable 
Contrariety between the Wiſdom of the 
World, and the Wiſdom of God revealed 
in his Goſpel. 

The Text affords us a fair Opportunity 
to evince this Truth, by informing us of 
the Reception of the Goſpel, in the Be- 
ginning, amongſt Jews and Gentiles. It 
was a Stumbling-Block to the one, and 
Fooliſhneſs to the other. And by conſi- 
dering what their Prejudices reſpeCtively 
were againſt it, there will ariſe abundant 
Proof, that theſe Prejudices are only in 
ſome Degree abated and reſtrained, but in 


no wile aboliſhed. 


To 
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To preach Chriſt crucified, is to main- 
tain and inculcate, that by his Blood ſhed 
on the Croſs, when in the Sinner's Stead 
he ſubſtituted his own Divine Perſon, A- 
tonement was made for Sin : That he pur- 
chaſed the Church to himſelf, by thus giv- 
ing his Life a Ranſom for it : And that 6n- 
ly in Virtue of this Sacrifice, and the Of- 
fice of Mediator, which he ſuſtains in Con- 
ſequence thereof, is God the Father nro- 
pitious to any Sinner, to give him now Re- 
pentance, and Faith ; Pardon, and Peace ; 
Power to conquer Sin ; and hereafter eter- 
nal Life. | 

Theſe Particulars, at leaſt, are included 
in the Preaching of Chriſt crucified. Now 
the Prejudices of the Jews againſt it, were 
violent on ſeveral Accounts. Earthly and 
ſenſual in their Affections, they looked for 
a Meſſiah, grand and more than royal. 
When behold, Jeſus appears, who had 
been known to put his Hand to the Nail, 
and his Right- hand to the Workman's Ham- 
mer, a Carpenter, the Son of a Carpenter, 
Mark vi. 3. The Meſſiah they expected 
was to break from off their Necks the Ro- 
man, as Moſes had done before the Egyp- 
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4 SERMON I. 


tian Yoke.---But Jeſus they behold buf- 
fetted, ſpit upon, and crucified. 

To preach therefore this poor Man, as 
the Almighty Saviour, in whoſe Life and 
Death, the earthly and ſenſual could ſee 
nothing but Diſgrace, and Miſery ; and 
Faith in his atoning Blood, as the only 
Means of Reconciliation to Gop ; was a 
Stumbling-Block, a Doctrine they could 
not get over. The more it was preſſed, 
the more it offended their groſs Apprehen- 
ſions. And to this Day, their Poſterity are 
wont to expreſs their blaſphemous Rancour 
againſt the Divine Jeſus, by calling him, 
that Fellow that was hanged. | 

But let not this Kind of Prejudice, be 
thought peculiar to either ancient or mo- 
dern Jews, and reſtrained to them on- 
ly. Since it 1s natural to the human 
Heart, and the Cauſe of that open Con- 
tempt ſhewn to the Precepts of Jeſus 
Chriit. Why are they generally diſre- 
garded ? Why is Subjection to them vilified 


as a grievous Reſtraint ? It is becauſe in 


the Apprehenſion of unregenerate Men, the 
Lord who gave them, 1s {til as poor, as 


in the Days of his Fleſh. No Man by ad- 


hering to him with Simplicity, and godly 
Sincerity, 
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Sincerity, can hope to riſe to the envied 
Summit of his Profeſſion, to make the 
ſpeedieſt Acquiſitions in Wealth by Trade 
and Merchandize, or ſtand high in E- 
ſteem amongſt Men. One of this Cha- 
racter, on the contrary, reproaching many 
by his uniform, zealous Piety, muſt paſs 
through evil Report. He muſt forego 
not a few Opportunities of Gain or Ad- 
vancement, by various Methods, which 
others, unconcerned about their Chriſtian 
Character and Intereſt, will not ſcruple ; 
and be content with ſuch a Situation or 
Proviſion in Life, as will conſiſt with a 
perſevering, unblemiſhed F aithfulneſs to 
his Lord and Saviour. 

Was Jeſus a temporal, as well as a ſpi- 
ritual King, a little more like the Meſſiah 
fondly expected by the Seed of Abraham 
after the Fleſh, then there would be ſome 
Senſe and Wiſdom in exalting his Name, 
and ſeeking his Friendſhip. As it is, we 
have no King, ſay the World, but Cæſar. 
This Man ſhall not rule over us. Now 
every Degree of Prejudice againſt the Doc- 
trines of Chriſt, on this Account, is of the 

very ſame Kind, as that of the Jews was. 


B 3 IT. Preach- 
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II. Preaching Chriſt crucified, was a 
Stumbling-Block to the Jews, as it pro- 
poſed a Method of Salvation, utterly hate- 
ful to Men, who had ſuch proud Conceits 
of the Merit of their own Obedience. 
They ſought Salvation by the Works of 
the Law, Rom. ix. 32. Many of them, 
who were delivered from their baſe-born 
Prejudices againſt the Meanneſs of the Sa- 
viour's Perſon ; many who had a Zeal for 
Gop, ſo as to be exemplary and holy in 
their Converſation, went about, we are 
told, to eſtabliſh this their own Righte- 
ouſneſs, as the Foundation of their eternal 
Hopes, the Ground of their Acceptance 
with Gop. Under this fatal Miſtake, con- 
cerning the Merit of their own Righteouſ- 
neſs, and perſonal Virtue, to hear Pardon 
of Sin and Acceptance of thoſe, who had 
been moſt enormous in Tranſgreſſion, aſ- 
cribed to Faith in the Name of Jeſus ; to 
hear it preached, that to the Ungodly and 
him that worketh not (z. e. by Way of 
making Atonement and Compenſation for 
his Sins) but belreveth on him that juſtt- 
fieth the Ungodly, his Faith is counted to 
him for Righteouſneſs ; what was this, 
in thcir Opinion, but to make Chriſt the 

Miniſter 
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Miniſter of Sin? What, but to encourage 
Men to ſerve their own wicked Luſts, 
whilſt confident of eſcaping all Puniſh- 
ment, by believing on the Name of Chriſt. 
They blackened the Chriſtians therefore as 
a Set, who thought themſelves at Liberty, 
to do what was Good in their own Eyes; 
and who looſened the Obligations to Obe- 
dience, by reconciling the Practice of Sin, 
with the Bleſſing of Salvation. 

And does not the very ſame Prejudice as 
ſtrongly rule in every unconverted Heart ? 
Are not all Men, as well as the Jews, 
naturally apt to place their Dependance for 
Mercy and Acceptance with Gop, on the 
Merit of their own Juſtice, Sobriety, Be- 
nevolence, and regard to the Duties of 
private and public Prayer? 

As theſe Things, muſt in no wiſe be 
neglected, and when performed on a right 
Principle, are well-pleaſing to Gop : How 
many alas! ſubſtitute this their imperfect 
Obedience in the Room of that Foundation 
which Gop hath laid in Zion; and depend 
on what they call a moral good Life, 
(though it fall ſhamefully ſhort of that 
compleat Character) to recommend them 
to Gop, not on the Blood of the Covenant, 

iy not 
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not on him, whoſe Name is called the 
Lord our Righteouſneſs, Jer. xxxiii. 16. 
The whole Body of Papiſts openly 
maintain the Merit of Works; and Mul- 
titudes among the Reformed, are to 
be found, who, departing from the very 
Principle of the Reformation, are poifoned 
with this Error. An Error highly ſoothing 
to the proud independent Spirit of fallen 
Man, flattering his Vanity, by leſſening the 
D ſtance between Gop and him, and mak- 
ing him imagine he can enter, as it were, 
into Treaty with his Creator, and for fo 
much Work done in his Service, account 
himſelf entitled to ſo much Wages. 

Toall Men, who thus extravagantlyover- 
rate their own Performances, topreach Chriſt 
crucited, as the only meritorious Cauſe of 
our obtaining the leaſt Mercy; to prove, that 
we are juſtiſied frecly, thro' the Redemption 
that is in ſeſus, and ſaved by Grace, thro' 
Faith: That the only Entrance into the 

rue living Church of Chriſt, is a Renun- 
clation of Seli-rightecouſneſs, an Heart: felt 
Conviction, that we have no more Title, 
but through Chriſt, to the leaſt Degree of 
Favour from Gop, than a Murderer hath to 
the benents of Society; this to the ſober and 
exter- 
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externally religious, who boaſt, like the 
Phariſee, of their own good Qualities, is 
a Stumbling-Block ; a Doctrine irkſome 
and palling,----- becauſe it ſtrips them 
of every Plea to Juſtification in them- 
ſelves ; reduces them to the ſame Neceſ- 
ſity of Begging for Pardon and Grace, in 
the Name of Jeſus, and on Account of 
what he has done and ſuffered ; as thoſe, 
whom they looked upon as Sinners ſo much 
beyond themſelves, even Publicans and 
Harlots. 

Such a Stumbling-Block is this Doc- 
trine, that even profeſſed Members of the 
Church of England (whoſe Service is full 
of it from one End to the * other) are yet 
incenſed at it. They vilify it as a licenti- 
ous Doctrine, unfriendly to Morality, and 
an Enemy to good Works. As if the O- 
bedience of Faith was not more fruitful, 
than what any Man can produce whoſe Spi- 
rit is lifted up within him. As if all Righ- 

| teouſneſs 


* There is not one ſingle Prayer in the whole Li- 
turgy, which is not offered up in the Name of, or im- 
mediately directed to, the Son of Gop. And in thoſe 
ſolemn Words, with which the Sacramental Bread and 
Wine are delivered to each Communicant, the Doc- 
trine of Salvation by Chriſt alone, is moſt affectianately 
taught, 
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teouſneſs, Goodneſs, and Truth, could not 
be effectually enforced as the Fruit of the 
Spirit, and the rece//ary Evidence we be- 
long to Chriſt, unleſs the Blood of his 
Croſs was made of none Effect: And there 
was no Method of ſecuring the PraQtice of 
univerſal Holineſs, which did not deſtroy, 
or obſcure, the unſearchable Riches of the 
free Grace of Chrilt. 

Yet ſo unwilling is every Man to walk 
humbly with God, under an habitual Senſe, 
that he muſt always, and entirely ſtand be- 
holden for every Degree of Favour, Af- 
ſiſtance, and comfortable Hope, to the me- 
ritorious Performances of another, confeſ- 
ſing he is in himſelf, nothing, but Sin and 
Miſery : That Thouſands, and ten 'Thou- 
| ſands who repeat the Chriſtian Creed, take 
Offence at this prime Article of it, till by 
a true Knowledge of their inner Man, they 
repent, and loath themſelves for their Ini- 
quity. 5 
III. To preach Chriſt crucified was to 
the Jews a Stumbling-Block, becauſe ac- 
cording to this Doctrine, they conceived 
themſelves bound to allow Gop was mani- 
teſt in the Fleſh, or if they doubted whether 


Jeſus was Gop incarnate, they were requi- 
red 
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red to truſt in a crucified Man, for Sal- 
vation. Either of theſe they eſteemed 
equally impious, for the Command of 
their Law was, that they ſhould have no 
Similitude of Gop ; and that, curſed was 
every one, who truſted in an Arm of 
Fleſh. Unleſs they ſearched the Scripture, 
therefore, with a truly humble Mind, and 
underſtood the Voice of their own great 
Prophet, ſaying, the Son, which the Vir- 
gin ſhould conceive, ſhould be called In- 
manuel, i. e. GoD with us, and that the 
Child born unto us, was alſo the Mzghty 
Gop ; they could not but burn with Indig- 
nation, to hear it preached, That there was 
no other Name given under Heaven, whereby 
Men muſt be ſaved, but the Name of the Lord 
Feſus. It was Blaſphemy in their Ears to 
hear the Power, and Glory of the Re- 
deemer thus magnified, as given for Salva- 
tion, to the Ends of the Earth. 

And is not the true and proper Divi- 
nity of Chriſt, caſt out by very many to 
this Day ? He muſt be a Stranger to the 
faſhionable Sentiments, and the beſt re- 
ceived Writers of the preſent Age, who 
doth not know, what a Stone of Stum- 
bling, and a Rock of Offence it is, to de- 

clare 
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_ clare that Gop hath purchaſed the Church 
with his ow: Blood. Nay many, after de- 
nying for a Time the Divinity of Chriſt, 
come at length to denounce the atoning Sa- 
crifice he made by his Death, and to think 
of Gop's only begotten Son, that he lived 
and died only for our Example. 

Having thus proved the Parallel between 
the Objections of the Jews, to the Preach- 
ing of Chriſt crucified, and thoſe which are 
{ſtill made, by Men of carnal Minds : I pro- 
ceed to ſhew why this Doctrine was to 
the Greeks Fooliſhneſs, and ſtill continues 
to be ſo, to Men of like Diſpoſition. 

The Greeks were the molt civilized and 
poliſhed of all Nations. Learning in every 
Part of Science ; Debate and 7 Enquiry 
were carried on to a great Height, till 
an univerſal Scepticiſm was eſtabliſhed. 
Now to Men of this Character and Com- 
plexion, the Preaching of Chriſt crucified 
was Fooliſhneſs, z. e. a Scheme only wor- 
thy to be laughed at: Too abſurd for Men 
of Underſtanding and good Senſe to re- 
ceive. Much of the marvellous was to 
be found in the Hiſtory of their own fabu- 
lous Gods, but nothing (they thought) 
more wild and unaccountable than this, 

that 
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that one who was declared to be in the 
Form of God, ſhould take upon him the 
Form of a Servant, and die the infamous 
Death of a Malefactor: And that Life and 
Salvation ſhould be obtained by ſucha Death, 
for all who ſhould ever truſt in his Name. 
Void of any juſt Senſe of the Nature and 
Sinfulneſs of Sin, or the Worth of their 
own immortal Souls, theſe Things ſeemed 

repugnant to Reaſon and common Senſe. 
Now of theſe Greeks, Men wiſe and in- 
fallible in their own Conceit, there are ſtill 
a numerous Generation, Men who proud- 
ly take upon them to define what is fit 
and reaſonable for the Omniſcient to do; 
who bind him down to reveal nothing 
which they find not in themſelves a Diſpo- 
ſition to receive: Who inſtead of humbly 
ſubmitting their Underſtanding to the O- 
racles of Gop, take or refuſe what Part 
of them, ſuits with, or offends their pre- 
conceived Opinions. To ſuch Perſons, un- 
awakened to any due Senſe of Sin, or their 
own Demerit, the Doctrine of Chriſt cru- 
cited is Fooliſhneſs. Theſe argumentative, 
free Enquirers (as they vauntingly call 
themſelves) openly declare, that to ſuppoſe 
the 
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the Son of God offered himſelf up by the 


eternal Spirit, as a proper vicarious Sacri- 
fice ; that he ſuffered the Fuft for the Unjuſt 
bearing our Sins in his own Body on the 
Tree, is an Affront to Man's Reaſon, and 
a Reflection on the Goodneſs of Gop. 
They lay therefore another Foundation for 
their eternal Hopes, and final Acceptance-- 
their own perſonal Virtue--and explode, as 
one moſt reproachful Branch of ſyſtemati- 
cal Divinity, that firſt Article of the Chri- 
ſtian Creed, Salvation by Faith in his 
Blood, whom Gop hath ſet forth to be a 
Propitiation for Sin. 

Theſe are the principal Reaſons, why 
the preaching of Chriſt crucified was of 
old a Stumbling-Block to the Jews, and is 
ſtill ſo, to every one who is governed by 
an earthly, or a ſelf-righteous Spirit; why it 
appeared at firſt Fooliſhneſs to the Greeks, 
and does the ſame ſtill to all who like them, 
reject every Doctrine they cannot meaſure 
with the Line of their Reaſon. And from 
the obſtinate Prejudices both of Jews and 
Greeks, againſt this Doctrine of Salvation 
by the Croſs of Chriſt, there ariſes, I would 
obſerve in paſſing, a compleat Demonſtra- 
tion 
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tion of the Divine Original of the Goſ- 
pel. Had the Jews thankfully received 
it, in general, as the Power and Wiſdom of 
Gop, the Heathen World of old, with much 
Appearance of Truth, and our baptized 
Apoſtates, would now with Triumph have 
urged the Objection, that the whole Hiſtory 
of Jeſus, was framed amongſt themſelves, 
and then eaſily propagated, where no Ene- 
mies were preſent to convaſs and detect the 
Forgery. Or had the Heathen World im- 
mediately bowed down before the glori- 
ous Goſpel, its Eſtabliſhment would have 
been no ſufficient Evidence of its Heavenly 
Birth. 

But when we ſee it, ſmall in its Begin- 
ning, as the Seed of Muſtard, yet ſhoot- 
ing forth in the Midſt of the moſt ſet- 
tled Contempt and bitter Hatred, ſpreading 
it Branches far and wide, tho' abhorred by 
the Jews as Blaſphemy againſt their God, 
deſpiſed by the Wiſe and Philoſophic, and 
outraged by the People: What more ſa- 
tisfactory Proof could we aſk or deſire, 
that the glorious Gop maintained it, as his 
own Cauſe, and marching before it, made 
a Way tor it, to run and be glorified, till 

It 
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it reached from one End of the Earth 
unto the other. 

How worthy it was of ſuch Protection 
and Succeſs, will appear, from a due Con- 
ſideration of the ſecond Part of the Text, 
which teaches us, that however proud, 
earthly Minds, may reject, or deſpiſe the 
Preaching of Chriſt crucified, he is in 
this Character to them that are called, 7z. e. 
who hear the Voice of the Son of Gop, 
commanding them to believe, and obey, 
he is to them, the Power of Gop, and the 


Witdom of Gop. 


The Power of Gon, -becankſs in his. 
Mediatorial Tranſactions, in the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of his Goſpel, and in the preſent Ef- 


ficacy of his Grace on the Hearts of all 


them that believe, a Power truly and pro- 
perly Divine, ſhews forth itſelf in him. No- 
thing leſs than the Power of Gop, they are 
perſuaded, could make him ſtrong enough 
to bear their Sins in his own Body on the 
Tree, and by that one Oblation of himlelf, 
make Atonement for them. Nothing leſs 
than Almighty Power, could bring together 
in one, what in Nature ſeem as widely, and 
as neceſſarily. remote, as the Eaſt from the 
Weſt. A finful Rebel, and a Sin-hating 


GoD, 


— - 
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GoD, and by the Blood of his Croſs make 


Peace between them. 

Chriſt crucified, is to them that are call- 
ed, the Power of Gop, becauſe in this 
Character, he eſtabliſhed his Kingdom up- 
on the Necks of his Enemies, againſt the 
combined Force, Malice, and Cruelty of a 
World dead in Treſpaſſes and Sin. No 
ſooner was the Word of this Salvation by 
the Blood of his Croſs received, then the 
Priſoners of the Gop of this World were 
ſet free, even Thouſands, whoſe religious 
Rites were execrable, who were ſuch ab- 
ſolute Vaſſals as to offer their Sons and 
their Daughters unto Devils; no ſooner 
did they hear the joyful Tidings of a Sa- 
viour crucified for them, then they were 
tranſlated from under the Power of Satan, 
into the Kingdom of God's dear Son. 
And from the Strength of their Chains, 
and the tyrannous Dominion their Enemies 
held over them, they plainly ſaw, the Au- 
thor of their Deliverance, was the Power 
of Gop unto Salvation. 

IV. Chriſt crucified is to them who are 
called the Power of Gop, becauſe he 
worketh mightily by his Spirit to change 
and renew their Hearts, who receive this 

C | Doctrine 
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Doctrine. Anger, Pride, and Stubbornefs 
of Will, are ſubdued by the Knowledge of 
him. All their inordinate Affections and 
evil Concupiſence are mortifying daily ; and 
being delivered through Chriſt, from the 
Dominion of every ſinful Habit and Tem- 
per, they find themſelves enriched by him 
alſo with living Righteouſneſs, with Love, 
Joy, Peace, Temperance, Patience, God- 
lines, Brotherly Kindneſs and Charity. 
And from this glorious new Creation of 
their Souls after the Image of Gor, they 
cannot but acknowledge the ſurpaſſing Ex- 
cellence, and Divinity of the Power, that 
has wrought them, to this ſelf-ſame Thing. 
V. Chriſt crucifed, is to them that are 
called, the Wiſdom, no leſs evidently then 
the Power of Gop, becauſe they behold 
in his Atonement, the moſt ſtriking Ma- 
nifeſtation of this Attribute. How Gop 
could be juſt, and yet the Juſtifier of Re- 
bels againſt his adorable Majeſty, and per- 
fect Law, was a Queſtion none in Heaven 
i or Earth, was able to refolve. For Indig- 
it nation againſt Sin, and Puniſhment of it, 
„ ſeems eflential to the Idea of a Juſt and 
[ii Holy Gop. And were ſimple Repentance 
and Reformation, valid and ſufficient of 
| them- 
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themſelves, to atone for Sin againſt Gop, 
it might reaſonably be thought no very 
high Offence to break a Law, when the 
Injury» could fo cafily be repaired. And 
thus the very Way of pardoning Sin, would 
encourage and embolden Men in the Prac- 
tice of it. 

To prevent any ſuch pernicious Conclu- 
fion, God hath ſet forth his Son, wound- 
ed, bruiſed, and crucified, as the on/y Pro- 
pitiation for Sin: An Argument, which 
appeals at once both to our Reaſon and 
our Senſes, teaching us the dreadful 
Demerit of Sin, and the perfect Purity of 
Gop. Since only through his dear Son's 
oftering himſelf for Sin, Mercy and Truth 
could meet together; Righteouſneſs in 
Gop, and Peace towards Men, could kiſs 
each other. 

Chriſt crucified is to them who are called 
the Wiſdom of Gop, becauſe they per- 
ceive the peculiar Force of this Doctrine 
to eſtabliſh Obedience to the Law, and 
make Men moſt ob/ervant of it, at the ſame 
Time that it cuts away all the Ground of 
Self-Righteouſneſs. 

Man, from the exceſſive Pride of his 
Heart, is is ever ſeeking his own Glory. When 

2 hs changed 
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changed in ſome Reſpects, and freed from 
the Follies and Vices which miſlead and en- 
flave others, he is wont to ſwell with Self- 
Admiration. This made the Stoics amongſt 
the Heathens utter ſuch horrid Blaſphemies 
concerning their own fancied Perfection. 
Hence Seneca, dared to declare, Epilt. 3. 
Eft aliquid---quo fapiens, antecedat Deum--- 
tle enim nature, beneficio non ſuo, ſapiens eft. 
There is ſomething wherein a wiſe Man 
© challenges the Preference of Gop him- 
« felf, . e. becauſe he is good, only through 
« the Advantage of his Nature, but the wiſe 
Man by his own Labour.” This abhor- 
red Self-Conceit, made the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees leſs prepared to enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, then even Publicans and Harlots. 
But in the Doctrine of Chriſt crucified, 
the Believer, beholds the Intereſts of Holi- 
neſs inviolably ſecured by the moſt expreſs 
Commands, and the Practice of Obedience, 
urged as the diſtinguiſhing Mark, whereby 
the Diſciples of Chriſt are to be known; 
and yet the Lord alone is exalted, as the 
meritorious Cauſe of their Acceptance. 
All their Righteouſneſjes, ever muſe they 


fay, are as filthy Rags. Worthy is the 


Lamb that was ſlain, for he hath re- 
- deemed 
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emed us to God with his Blood. And 


o effectually does this Contrivance of in- 
finite Wiſdom, operate on the Hearts of 
thoſe who receive the Doctrine of Chriſt 
crucified, that many of thoſe, who have 
been as the Salt of the Earth, and the 
Light of the World, by the Excellency 
and Brightneſs of their Chriſtian Cha- 
rater, have ever thought themſelves vile 
Duſt, and miſerable Sinners. Thus, the 
great Inſtrument of the World's Con- 
verſion, thoroughly poſſeſſed of this Doc- 
trine, and living by Faith in the Son of God, 
as loving him, and giving himſelf for him, 
to his dying Day, accounted himſelf the 
leaſt of all Saints, and the Chief of Sin- 
ners. This Power to bring down the 
Haughtineſs of Man, and abaſe him in his 
own Eyes, St. Paul affirms, is peculiar to 
this Doctrine, when in Anſwer to that 
Queſtion, where is Boaſting then? replies, 
it is excluded? by what Law ? by the Law 
of Works: No, but by the Law of Faith. 
The Knowledge of Chriſt crucified, alone 
ſuppreſſes every proud riſing of the Heart, 
and makes a Man, whatever he is, what- 
ever he hath, glory not in himſelf, 
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but in the Lord his Righteouſneſs and 
Strength. 

Laſtly, Chriſt crucified, is to them who 
are called, the Wiſdom of Gon, becauſe 
they find, when the Heart is powerfully 
impreſſed with this great Doctrine, fervent 
Love to Gop, and his dear Son, ſincere 
and univerſal Good- Will to Man, unlimited 
Obedience, and the moſt grateful Plea- 
ſure in performing it, are the Fruits which 

row from this generous Root. Every 

. of Secret Pride, and Self- Righte- 
ouſneſs has the Nature of ſome rank 
Weed, which impoveriſhes the Ground of 
the Heart, and hurts all that grows near 
it. It makes a Man think highly of his 
own Performances, and of Courſe, reſt ſa- 
tisfied with a few of them, as ſufficient, 
It reconciles him to Things inconſiſtent 
with his Heavenly Calling, imagining that 
by being very good in ſome Inſtances, or 
at ſome ſtated Periods, he may at others 
chooſe kis own Humour. Ada to this, that 
by tact Sclf-Complacency, the Riches of 
tlic free Grace of Gon, which ſhould fire 
all his Soul with Gratitude, which ſhould 
mightily conſtrain him to abound in every 
god Word and Work, if not totally hid, 
18 
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is exceedingly obſcured; whilſt ſometimes 
heis looking at his own Virtues, and ſome- 
times at the Merits and Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt. | 
The true Chriſtian, on the contrary, 
knowing that neither his beſt Works, nor 
he himſelf in this beſt Eſtate, can bear the 
Severity of Gop's Judgment, glories only 
in the Croſs of Chriſt, and feels himſelt 
Day after Day, accepted only in the Be- 
loved. And believing with his Heart, the 
utter Impoſſibility of his offering up any 
Thing, that can be well-pleaſing to Gop, 
but what is waſhed in the Blood of his 
dear Son, and preſented by his Mediation; 
he finds the Love of Chriſt, conſtraining 
him. He caſts not his Eyes upon the 
Good he has done, but this is his continual 
increaſing Deſire, to do all that poſſibly 
lieth in him; to walk worthy of that 
Saviour,, who has bought him, with his 
own Blood, who is ſanctifying him by his 
Grace, and will fave him by his Merits. 
From what has been proved, it fol- 
lows, that it is not the Buſineſs of Chrit- 
tian Preachers, only, or principally to ſhew 
the Reaſonableneſs or Excellence of moral 
Righteouſneſs, or the Limits to thoſe ſeve- 
C4 ral 


: 
* 
% 
"£ 
* 


WY. | 
v 
N 
4 
: 
« 4% 
f ” 
4 ö 
* 
: 
Vid 
3 0 
= 
* 
$50 
\ 
> 
— = 
4 
Y 
© 
* * 
. 4 
\ 14 
1 
ES a 
** 
4 
; , 
N Þ - 
„ 
4 ' 
4 > 
= 
, 3 
} ; 
Ul 
＋. 
| 
( 
= o 
5 1 
1 
4 
't 
. 


ee TO I - 
3 — — 
F — * 2 2 * 


24 SERMON TI. 


ral Duties, which yet muſt be performed. 
But our Office, like that of the Baptiſts, 
is to cry, behold the Lamb of GoD Look 


unto Jeſus the Author and Finiſher of your 


Faith, hat you may lay afide every Weight, 
and the Sin that doth myjt eaſily beſet you. 

By Preaching thus, we ſhew unto Men, 
where their Help lieth ; how all their 
Wants may be tully ſupplied, and all their 
Weakneſs ſtrengthened. We direct them 
to him, whoſe Blood alone can cleanſe 
from Guilt, and whoſe Spirit can ſet at 


Liberty from Sin. And in Order to make 


that Obedience which is indiſpenſable, eaſy 
and pleaſant to Practice, we diſplay the 
amazing free Love of Chriſt to Sinners, 
that their Souls may be fired with Grati- 


tude. to live to him, who died for them, and 


roſe again. 

2dly. We muſt preach Chriſt crucified, 
becauſe we have no Promiſe of Succeſs to 
our Labours, if we preach any Thing elle. 
If any Good is done to the Souls of thote 
who hear us, it muſt be, by the Power and 
Demonſtration of God's Spirit, accompany- 
ing our Words, this is expreſſly decla- 
red in Scripture. But ſuch Aſſiſtance from 
Gor will in vain be expected, when any 


Thing 
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Thing beſide this Goſpel, in ſome of its 
principal Branches is preached, for the 
Promiſe expreſly runs thus, That Repen- 
tance and Remiſſiun of Sins ſhould be preached 
in my Name, and Io! I am always with you, 
even unto the End of the World. 

And laſtly, We muſt preach Chriſt cru- 
cified, becauſe there are the cleareſt Teſti- 
monies, in the Word of Gop, that by this 
Preaching the Kingdom of Gop, and of 
Righteouſneſs ſhall be eſtabliſhed. Thus 
in that moſt antient Prophecy of Jeſus, 
Gen. xlix. 10. We read, That to him ſhall 
the Gathering of the People be. In Ifaiah, 
That there ſhall be a Root of Feſſe, which ſhall 
and for an Enſign of the People. i. e. In 
preaching him in his Offices, Men ſhall 
enliſt into his Service, and fight under his 
Banner. And again, by the ſame Pro- 
phet, Chap. lv. ver. 4. We hear Gop 
the Father declaring, Beho/d I have given 
kim for a Witneſs to the People, a Leader 
and Commander to the People. And to add 
no. more Teſtimonies, when that long- 
wiſhed for, moſt gracious and moſt hal- 
lowed Time ſhall come, when Wars thall 
ceaſe, and Men ſhall no more hurt and 


deſtroy upon Earth, the only Mean that 
18 
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is to bring about ſuch a divine Change in 
the Temper and Spirit of Mankind, 7s the 
Knowledge of the Lord, i. e. of his Perſon, 
his Office, his Glory, and his Love. The 
Earth ſball be filled with the Knowledge of 
the- Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea. 
Ifa. xt. 9. This amazing Reformation is 
to be accompliſhed, I fay, when the Angel, 
as is expreſily propheſied, Rev. xiv. 6. 
Shall fly in the midjt of Heaven, having the 
everlaſting Goſpel to preach to them that 
droell on the Earth, and to them of every 
Nation, Kindred, and Tongue. 

Whenever, therefore, we loſe Sight of 
the Goſpel, by preaching in a Manner, that 
does not either lead our Hearers to ſee their 
Want of Chriſt crucified, or to deſire to 
receive this Doctrine more effectually, and 
become more practically ſubject unto it; 
we ceaſe to be Workers together with Gop. 
We have no Promiſe of his Holy Spirit, to 
make our Endeavours proſper, nor do we 
declare the Truth, which alone can reach 
the Diſeaſe of ſinful and corrupt Nature, 
The Truth which alone can ſanctiſy the 
Heart. 

Notwithſtanding, therefore, any Seve- 


rity of Cenfure and Oppoſition, we 
muſt 
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muſt preach Chriſt crucified, and deter- 
mined to know nothing elſe amongſt our 
People. Since it 1s by this Doctrine alone, 
Glory is given to God in the higheſt ; his 
exceeding great Love in the Redemption 
of Sinners by Chriſt Jeſus magnihed ; and 
that humble, univerſal Obedience, which 
makes meet for an Inheritance of the Saints in 
Light, eſtabliſhed upon a ſure Foundation. 

May the Doctrine, thereſore, of Chriſt 
crucified in all its Parts, ever be the chief 
Subject of our Sermons, and every moral 
Duty be enforced, as connected with it. 
By this Means, we may hope, Gop will 
{end a gracious Rain upon his Inheritance, 
and together with the Teaching and 
Preaching Jeſus Chriſt in every Place, 
many Souls will be added to the Church, 
even ſuch, as by patient Continuance in 
all Well-doing, hall be faved. 
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The Knowledge of Sin by the Law. 
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Rom. vii. 9. 


For I was alive without the Law once, but 
when the Commandment came, Sin revived 


and I died. 


HATEVER is perſonal ſtrikes 
the Mind with peculiar Force, 
and we conceive Truth the more 

ſtrongly, when it ſtands bodied forth, as it 

were, in ſome Character. 

The infinitely gracious Gop has adapted 
his Manner of Inſtruction to our Frame in 
this Reſpect. He has exemplified the genuine 
Properties and Effects of Repentance in 
David : The immediate Pardon of the moſt 
Profligate, when they repent and believe on 
Chriſt, in the Woman that was a Sinner, 
and in one of the crucified Thieves. And 
to mention no more Inſtances, the Over- 


throw 
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throw of Self-Righteouſneſs in the illu- 
ſtrious Apoſtle St. Paul. 

In many Places of Scripture, we are 
warned againſt this Flattering, yet deadly 
Error, and aſſured it will end in utter Re- 
jection from Gop. But in order to fix 
the Impreſſion ſtill deeper, an Apoſtle, dif- 
tinguiſhed by the very early Sanctity of 
his Manners, and religious Zeal, leaves up- 
on Record a Confeſſion of the Compla- 
cency he took in his own fancied Virtue, 
as his Security, and the Means by which 
this Miſtake was diſcovered to him. I was 
alive, Sc. 

The Deſign, I apprehend, of theſe 
Words, was to teach us, the falſe Thoughts 
Man naturally entertains of his State to- 
wards Gop. The Way by which he is 
brought to the Knowledge of his real Con- 
dition: And the great Change which that 
Knowledge, neceſſarily produces in his 
Opinion of himſelf. 

The Thoughts every Man naturally en- 
tertains of his State towards Gop, are 
theſe : That through the Mercifulneſs of 
his Maker to Human Frailty, added to the 
Conſideration of ſome good Actions, and 
Qualities on his own Part, be 7s alive, i. e. 

8 entitled 
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entitled to the Bleſſing of Life and Sal- 
vation. This Perſuaſion, the Offspring of 
inordinate Selfiſhneſs and Pride, is found 
even amongſt thoſe, whole Sins go before 
them to Judgment. Fornicators, Drunk- 
ards, Liars, and unjuſt Perions, greatly 
pacify their Conſciences, by ſuppoſing the 
Good that is in them, will qualify their 
Iniquity, and plead powerfully in their 
behalf. | 

Now if theſe enormous Sinners, can 
fancy themſelves, even whiltt continuing 
in their Treſpaſſes, Objects entitled to the 
pardoning Mercy of Gop : No Wonder, 
that Men of Sobriety, and of good Mo- 
rals, in the Judgment of their ſelfiſh fel- 
low Creatures, vehemently juſtify them- 
ſelves, and bid Defiance to the Condemna- 
tion of God's Law. But above all, if to 
the habitual Practice of ſocial Duties, the 
Practice of Devoticn alfo is added, in ſuch 
a Cafe, the Preſumption of being abſolute- 
ly out of the Reach of all C ondemnation, 
riſes to its greateſt Height. 

Yet obſerve, it was in this very State 
of moral, religious Practice, that St. Paul, 
ſays of himſelt, 1 was alive without the 
Law once. I was quite ſecure, that my 

own. 
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own perſonal Virtue gave me a Title to the 
Favour of God But all this, was a mi- 
ſerable Deluſion. Such a proud Conceit 
could have had no Place in my Mind for a 
Moment, had I not been without the Law, 
1. e. an utter Stranger to its Demands. I 
knew not, that it takes Cognizance of the 
very Thoughts and Deſires of the Heart, 
exacting inward and ſpiritual Holineſs, no 
leſs than outward Obedience, and annexes 
Death, as the Wages of every Tranſgreſſion 
againſt it. I knew not that the Law, will 
accept of nothing from the Sinner after the 
Commiſſion, even of a fingle Fault : But 
{till inexorable to all Endeavours to obtain 
its Favour, denounces this dreadful Doom, 
Curſed is every one that continueth not in all 
Things, written in the Book of this Law, to 
do them. Gal. iii. 10. 

Thus was groſs Ignorance of the un- 
changeable Law of Gop, the Ground of 
St. Paul's Security, and Self- Satisfaction. 
The ſame Ignorance remains ſtill in you, 
if you ſay, there is no Condemnation a- 
gainſt you in the Law. Your Confidence 
ariſes from the impious Perſuaſion that a a 
ſlight, partial, interrupted Obedience, will 
ſuffice. Therefore the ſame Means which 


were 
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were neceſſary to bring the great Apoſtle 
out of ſuch a Deluſion, to the Knowledge 
of himſelf, as a Sinner, are equally need- 
ful for you, namely, the Explanation of 
the Law of Gop, and the Application of 
it to your Heart. 

IT was alive, faith the Apoſtle, once without 
the Law, but when the Commandment came, 
Sin revived and I died. The Commandment 
is here beautifully repreſented as the Oificer 
of Gop purſuing, and at length apprehend- 
ing the Sinner. By Multiplicity of Buſineſs 
and worldly Care, by an inceſſant Engage- 
ment in ſinful Pleaſures, or through Blindneſs 
of Mind and Self-Conceit, it is poſſible, it 
is molt eaſy, to hide your Soul, as it were, 
from the Purſuit of Gop's Law, and fo re- 
main quite unduturbed about its Accuſa- 
tions. But whenever the Commandment, 
through the Grace of Gop, comes with 
Power ; when its Nature, and Extent, 
and Sanction are underitood, Sin revives. 
This the Apoſtle found to be the Caſe 

with himſelf. Sin revived and I died, faith 
he. It ſet upon him with freſh Strength. 
Long had he looked upon it like a van 
quiſhed Enemy, utterly diſarmed, by his 
ſuppoſed Innocence, and Religion, of all 

Power 
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Power to hurt him. Vet, when the Com- 
mandment came Sin revived; it alarmed his 
Conſcience with a tormenting Senſe of his 
being ſtill under the Curſe of the Law. Be- 
hold! what an unexpected, heart-afflicting 
Change ! Sin became ſtrong and irreſiſti- 
ble in its Charges and Accuſations againſt 
him. And the Apoſtle, though long be- 
fore, full of Self-Confidence, could now 
no more imagine himſelf Righteous, nor 
ſupport his Pretenſions to Life, by the Law. 
A Sentence of Death incurred by Diſobe- 
dience to it he felt in his Heart, Thus 
Sin revived, and St. Paul died. | 

It is remarkable, that the Apoſtle ſays, 
not the Commandments in the plural Num- 
ber, but the Commandment in the ſingular. 
This is with Deſign to teach you, that 
the Tranſgreſſion of any one Command- 
ment, brings upon you the- Curſe of the 
Law: And that every one of the Command- 
ments hath ſuch a high Demand of perfect 
Obedience, that whenever you underſtand 
it, Sin mult revive, and you die before it. 

This is a Truth fundamental to all 
ſincere: Faith in the Lamb of Gov, and 
to all abiding humbleneſs of Mind. But 
alas | it is a Truth, ſeldom meeting with 
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that Fulneſs of Aſſent, its vaſt Importance 
demands. 
I ſhall prove, therefore, that you, and 
every mere Man, born into this World, have 
broken cvery one of Gop's Commandments. 
The firſt Commandment you ſuppoſe, 
it moſt probable, only requires you to re- 
nounce all Prayer to, and Dependance for 
Help upon the Gods of the Heathen 
World, and therefore can boldly ſay, you 
have none other but Jehovah for your 
Gop. But if you ſearch the Scriptures, 
vou will find, every covetous Man is branded 
«with the Name of Idolater, Eph. v. 5. and 
that of every ſenſual Perſon it is expreſſly 
laid, bis Belly is his GO p, Phil. iii. 19. 
thercſore, according to this Rule of Inter- 
pretation, whatever engages the Affections 
of your IIcart, and is the principal Object 
of your Delight, that Thing, or Creature, 
is your GOD. Now have you never loved, 
never delighted in carnal Pleaſure, Eſteem, 
or Riches, Comforts, and temporal Bleſ- 
ſings, more than in Gop? Have you al- 
ways in Thought, Word, and Decd, with- 
out Failure or Detect expreſſed ſupreme, 
unrivalled Love to Gop ? Unleſs you can 
ailirm all this with Truth of yourſelf, you 


arc 


SERMON II. 35 


are a Sinner againſt the firſt Command- 
ment. 

The ſecond obliges you, in the Letter, 
to deteſt Pagan and Popiſh Images, the 
bowing the Knee before the pictur'd Saint, 
or wonder working Crucifix, as Inſtruments 
of Bleſſing, or Objects of Worſhip in any 
Degree. And ſo far, if a Proteſtant, you 
are guiltleſs. But attend to the Spirit and 
Intention of this Law, then you will per- 
ceive it equally condemns all Hypocriſy, 
and Formality in the Worſhip of the true 
Gop. Since it is hard to ſay, which is 
moſt abſurd and ſinful, to worſhip the 
Work of your own Hands, Wood, and 
Stone, or to treat the living and true Gop, 
as if he were no more than a dumb Idol. 
And yet fo o:ten have you done this, as 


you have ſaid in Prayer the Thing you ne- 
ver meant, perhaps never underitood ; ſo 


often as you have pretended to deſire, 
what was indeed the Averſion of an uncon- 

verted Heart. | 
The third Commandment forbids all raſh 
and common Swearing, all {peaking re- 
proachfully of Gop, his Ordinances, and 
his Scriptures. Nay further, the Loid Jeſus 
Curiſt interprets it, to condemn every Thing 
D 2 in 
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in your common Converſation, more than 
ſimple Affirmation, and Denial, Mat. v. 37. 
If you have therefore trifled with the Word 
of Gop yourſelf, or laughed at the witty 
profane Jeſts of others; if in the Emotions 
of Paſſion, or vehement Deſire to eſtabliſh 
your Aſſertions, you have ever ſworn by 
Heaven, or your own Life, much more, 
if you have ſworn by your Maker (and who 
dare ſay nothing of this Kind is chargeable 
upon him) then it 15 manifeſt you are a 
Tranſgreſſor of this Law. 

The Demands of the fourth Command- 
ment the glorious Gop has fully explained, 
Ifa. lviii. 13. You are not to do your own 
Ways, by exerciſing your Trade as the Love 
of Money will tempt you. Nor find your 
cn Pleaſure, by making the Sabbath a 
Day for Recreation and Amuſement. Nor 
peat your own Fords, by diſcourſing on 
wordly Subjects, which on another Day 
have a juſt Claim to your Attention. 

Thus far you are taught what you muſt 
refrain from, leaſt you profane the Lord's 
Sabbath. The poſitive Part of your Duty is 
thus expreſſed. You ſhall call the Sabbath 
a Delight, rejoicing in it, as a moſt gra- 
cious Opportunity of meditating on Gop, 

his 
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his Son, his Promiſes and Salvation. Fur- 
ther you muſt account it the Holy of the 
Lord. No politick Device of Man to keep 
the Multitude in Awe, but ſet apart by the 
Appointment of the Lord himſelf. You 
muſt account it honourable too, i. e. moſt 
nobly exalted above all other Days, by be- 
ing conſecrated to the more abundant and 
publick Worſhip of the Father everlaſting. 
Thus extenſive is the Demand of the fourth 
Commandment, Gop himſelf being the In- 
terpreter of its Meaning. Look back now 
upon your Manner of keeping the Lord's 
Sabbaths from your Youth up. Doth not 
Conviction flaſh in your Face? Doth not 
Conſcience accuſe you of innumerable Pro- 
fanations ? That inſtead of giving up your- 
ſelf to Prayer, to reading Gop's Word, and 
to Chriſtian Diſcourſe, you have thought 
the Duty of the Sabbath diſcharged, by ap- 
pearing twice at Church. Even granting 
you are an early Convert to the Truth and 
Power of Godlineſs, can you acquit your- 
ſelf of having never offended and pollu- 
ted the Sabbaths of the Lord, by unprofi- 
table, wordly Diſcourſe ? 


9 The 


38 SERMON II. 


The fifth Commandment obliges you to 
avoid every Thing which might cauſe juſt 
Grief to your Parents, to do every Thing 
that can demonſtrate your Reverence for 
them, as the Inſtruments, under Gop, of 
your Lite, and the Means of your Preſer- 
vation. But dare you venture to put your 
Title to eternal Life on this Iflue, that in 
every Time and Place, whether your Pa- 
rents were preſent or abſent, you have 
given to them, and to all their reaſonable 
Commands, the Honour due unto them 
from the Grant of GOD? Have you never 
been ſtubborn and unruly to their Grief 
and Vexation ? Never laughed at their In- 
firmities, or ſecretly deſpiſed them for be- 
ing ſubject to them? Nay, if you were to 
inherit their Poſicſhons, have you not wiſh- 
ed at Times their Deccale, that you might 
have more abundant Gratification for your- 
ſelf ? If in one of theſe Points you are 
found guilty, you ſtand condemned by this 
Law. 

With Reſpect to the two following Com- 
mandments, you conclude (if you know 
not the Law) that you are able to plead 
perfect Innocence. I hear you, methinks, 
ſaying, What? muſt I believe a Lie? muſt I 

confeſs 
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confeſs myſelf 2 Murderer and Adulterer ? 
Not all the Teachers in the World ſhall 
perſuade me that I am fo wicked and ſin- 
ful, as to ſtand within the Accuſation of 
either of theſe Commandments. No hu- 
man Authority, I grant you, is ſufficient, 
Therefore your violent Reſiſtance againſtany 
Charge of Guilt as a Tranſgreſſor of theſe 
Commandments is fully provided againſt, 
and you are brought into this great Difficulty; 
either you muſt make the Lord and Judge 
of the whole Earth a Teacher of Falthood, 
or prove before Gor, that your Heart ne- 
ver harboured one wrathful, or one un- 
clean Deſire. For this is the deciſive Sen- 
tence he gave in the Point before us, to 
undeceive thoſe who had abridged the Com- 
mandments of Gop, as if deſigned to con- 
demn and puniſh only the overs Acts of 
Sin. Ye have heard that it was ſaid of 
old Time, Thou fhalt not ill, and whoſo- 
ever ſhall kill, ſhall be in Danger of the 
Judgment, Mat. v. 21. From hence you 
conclude there can be no Breach of this 
Commandment till wilful Murder is com- 
mitted. But I ſay unto you, whoſoever 
is angry with his Brother, i. e. ſo as to feel 
the Emotions of Malice and Reſentment 
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againſt him, without a Cauſe, through Self- 
iſhneſs and Paſſion, ſhall be in Danger of 
the Judgment. In Agreement with his Di- 
vine Maſter, St. John is bold to ſay, Mo- 
foever hateth his Brother, is a Murderer, 
1 John iii. 15. The Nature of his malig- 
nant Spirit is ſuch, that were it left to take 
its own Courſe, it would as ſurely carry 
him on to actual Murder, as the very ſame 
Spirit hath already Thouſands of moſt un- 
happy Criminals. 

Now are you clear in this Matter ? Have 
you never been tranſported with Wrath, to 
ſtrike or take your Brother by the Throat, 
as the Avenger of your own Quarrel ? 
Never been provoked to Curſing and Rail- 
ing? Has no perſonal Hatred againſt ſome 
Rival, in the Thing you covet, reſted in 
your Boſom? No Reſentment on Account 
of ſome real or fancied Injury ? Beyond 
Example great, is your Innocence ; if in 
each of theſe Particulars, you can anſwer 
with a good Conſcience, not once guilty in 
the whole Courſe of your Life. On the 
contrary, if you have offended ever fo lit- 
tle in any of theſe Points, you are fallen 
under the Condemnation of the Law. 


No 
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No leſs ſpiritual is the Divine Inter- 
pretation of the ſeventh Commandment. 
Ye have heard that it was ſaid by them of 
old Time, Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery. 
And ſuppoſe by this, all open and groſs 
Acts of Lewdneſs only are forbidden. But 
I fay unto you, Whojoever looketh on Mo- 
man to luſt after her, hath already committed 
Adultery with her in his Heart. The genuine 
Purport of the Law was to purify the 
Thoughts of the Heart. So that the very 
beholding the Face of Beauty with looſe 
Deſire, conſtitutes you that Moment guilty 
of Adultery in your Heart before Gop ; 
whoſe Judgment is according to Truth. 
Guilty of Adultery, though through Want 
of Opportunity, regard to Character, or 
reſtraining Grace, the Defilement of your 
Soul was viſible only to the All-ſezing 
Eye. | 

Little need be ſaid to prove you a Sinner 
againſt this Commandment. Since where 
is the human Heart that never dwelt on the 
Picture drawn by a wanton Imagination ? 
Never took ſecret Pleaſure from indulging 
in itſelf, or exciting in others impure 
Ideas? Yet nothing more than this mental 

Un- 
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Uncleanneſs is needful to prove 4 a 
Tranſgreſſor of this Law. 

By the eighth Commandment you are 
forbid to take away, or to detain the Pro- 
perty of another, and to with-hold any Thing 
from Men, which is their Due. A Ser- 
vant or Apprentice ſeals from his Maſter 
his Time and Labour, by Idleneſs and 
wilful Negligence. A Man in Trade and 
Merchandize, when by any Methods how- 
ever commonly practiſed, or eſteemed fair, 
he impoſes upon the Ignorance or Neceſſity 
of others, lends them Money at unrea- 
ſonable Rates, or borrows what he cannot 
reaſonably hope to pay again, is diſhoneſt ; 
and with great Truth may be ſaid to fea. 
And according to the ſame equitable Rule 
of Interpretation, whoever with-holds the 
Payment of that Debt which never can be 
cancelled, the Debt of Love unfeigned to 
every one; by ſo doing he defrauds his 
Neighbour of ſomething greatly valuable, 
of ſomething to which his Neighbour has 


as an undeniable a Claim, as to any Part of 
his worldly Property. Since the Law of 
Gow ſtrictly charges, Thou ſhalt love thy 
Neighbour as thyſelf. Unleis therefore you 
have the Teſtimony of your Conſcience, 

that 
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that you have never been cold and careleſs 


about the Welfare of others: Never with- 


out an active Deſire to do your uttermoſt for 
the Benefit of thoſe about you, in Body and 
Soul: Vou come within the Condemnation 
of this Law, you feloniouſly detain from 
your Neighbour, that tender Affection you 
owe him, and which his Circumſtances 
require; and therefore you ſtand chargeable 
with ſpiritual Thef?. 

Tae ninth Commandment forbids, to- 
gether with the Heaven-daring Sin of Per- 
jury, all the Unrulineſs and Iniquity of the 


Tongue; every Species of Lying and Slan- 


der; the advancing or affirming any Thing 
detrimental to the Character of another, 
which 1s not abſolutely Fact. For in every 
one of theſe Inſtances you are guilty of 
bearing ſalſe Witneſs againſt your Neighbour. 
Unleſs, therefore, you can prove, your 
Tongue never propagated Defamation and 
Scandal; never put any additional Aggra- 
vations on a Matter of Fact; never yielded 
to that all-conquering Sin of Evil-ſpeaking; 
unleſs you can prove this, you have indeed, 


and in Truth, - bore falſe Witneſs againſt 


your Neighbour, 


The 
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The laſt Commandment condemns every 
envious Wiſh, excited by the Proſperity of 
others, and the very Deſire alſo of thoſe 
Enjoyments, which you ſee them poſſeſſing. 
St. Paul, ſpeaking expreſſly of this Com- 
mandment, faith, 1 had not known Luft, ex- 
cept the Law had ſaid, Thou ſhalt not cover. 
Rom. vii. 7. z. e. I never ſhould have ap- 
prehended, that the mere ſimple wiſhing 
for the Conveniences and Comforts, be- 
ſtowed on thoſe about me; though with- 
out any Deſign or Deſire, to obtain them 
by Force or Fraud, in this, I ſhould not 
have apprehended there could be any Sin; 
if the tenth Commandment had not ſaid, 
T hou ſhalt not covet thy Nertghbour's Wife, 
nor his Servant, nor his Maid, nor his Ox, 
nor his Aſs, nor any Thing that is his. 

Need I ſtay to convince you that you are 
a Sinner againſt this Law ? That you have 
indulged innumerable Wiſhes in your Heart 


after thoſe outward Advantages, which the 


Providence of Gop hath given more libe- 
rally to others, than to yourſelf ? Now in 
ſo doing, you ſtand arraigned and condemned 
by this Law. 

From this Explanation of the Meaning 


of the Commandments, it muſt be now 
manifeſt 
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manifeſt to you, that you have been guilty 
of a Breach of them all, not once or twice 
only, but by a thouſand, a million Offences. 
You cannot deny this, unleſs you prove the 
Explanation of the Commandments, above 
given, to be a forced and fanciful one. 
But this you cannot do, becauſe that Expla- 
nation ſtands ſupported and confirmed by 
this Teſtimony of Scripture, We know the 
Law is SPIRITUAL, i. e. Reaches to the 
very Intentions and Defires of the Heart. 
Rom. vii. 14. By the Lord's own Rule of 
interpreting the Commandments which for- 
bid Murder and Adultery : And by his ex- 
preſs Aſſertion, that the full Force and Mean- 
ing of the moral Law, contained in the ten 
Commandments, is briefly comprehended, 
in loving God with all your Heart, and with 
all your Soul, and with all your Strength, and 
your Neighbour as yourſelf. Mat. xxii. 40. 
By neceſſary Conſequence, if every 
Action of your Life, every Temper of your 
Mind, every Deſire and Thought of your 
Heart, doth not demonſtrate your perfect 
Love to Gor, and Man; then without 
any ſtraining the Senſe of the Command- 
ments, without having recourſe to any hu- 
man Interpretation of their Meaning, you 


ſtand 
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ſtand condemned by every one of them. 
Condemned to Death eternal, which is the 
Wages of every Sin. Becauſe each of theſe 
Commandments in the Name and Authority 
of that one Law-Giver, who is able to ſave 
and to deſtroy. James iv. 12. exacts of you 
finleſs Obedience, and that continually, and 
in Failure of ſuch Obedience the Deſtruc- 
tion of your Soul. 

Upon theſe Accounts the Law is called 
in the Scriptures of Gop, by theſe alarm- 
ing and moſt diſmaying Names: THe 
MinisTRATION oF DEATH, 
2 Cor. iii. 7. The STRENGTH of 
SIN, 1 Cor. xv. 56. The Miniſtration 
of Death, becauſe it delivers over to eter- 
nal Miſery, every Offender againſt it : The 
Strength of Sin, as it gives that accurſed 
Thing, a Power from which no Man by 
his own Efforts can get free, to accuſe, 
condemn, and torment the Soul. And that 
it is the moral Law, the eternal Rule of 
Good and Evil, to which as reaſonable 
Creatures we are accountable, which is thus 
dreadful, when its Demands and Sanction 
are underſtood, is proved by another Scrip- 
ture. Now we know that what Things 
the Law ſaith, it faith to them who are 
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under the Law, That every Mouth may 
be flopped, and all the M. orld may become 
GUILTY before GO D. Rom. iii. 19. 
From what has been offered, it is ma- 
nifeſt, that by the Works of the Law, no 
Fleſh can be juſtified. Therefore, though 
you may have been, as I would charitably 
hope you have been, ever outwardly an Ob- 
ſerver of the Law, and a Companion of thoſe 
that fear Gop : Beware, I beſeech you, that 
you are not blinded through Self-Love, and 
puffed up with the Conceit of your own 
Innocence. The Commandment of Gop, 
you ſee, is exceeding broad. Honeſtly com- 
pare all your Actions, Tempers, and De- 
fires with it, then you will fee Cauſe to cry 
out with thoſe whoſe Iniquities have been 
far more glaring, God be merciful to me a 
Sinner. O wretched Man that I am, who 
ſhall deliver me from this Body of Death. 
Nothing but groſs Ignorance of God's 
Law, can leave you the leaſt Ground 
to value yourſelf upon your own perſonal 
Virtue. This indeed will totally hide from 
you your Tranſgreſſions, or ſuffer them to 
appear only as the Stars in a cloudy Night, 
here and there one, at a great Diſtance from 
each other, and thoſe only of the firſt Mag- 
| nitude. 
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nitude. By the Law is the Knowledge of Sin. 
Rom. iii. 20. Acquaint yourſelf with it, 
and you will immediately behold your Sins, 
like the Stars of Heaven in the Mid-Night 
Froſt, when their Multitude beſpangles the 
whole Firmament. | 

For though your Character is not ſtained 
with any Sins of a deep Die, though you are 
highly eſteemed by the World, no leſs than 
by yourſelf. Are you, think you, better than 
the moſt diftinguiſhed Apoſtle was, when 
the Commandment came, Ard he judged 
himſelf worthy of eternal Death before it? 
Are you juſt and ſober, ſo was be? Devout 
and zealous? Concerning Zeal, ſays he of 
himfelfF perſecuting the Church. Phil. iii. 6. 
Is your Behaviour blameleſs before Men? 
Even Malice and Envy were forced to be 
filent, or acknowledge of him, that ac- 
cording to the ſtricteſt Set of their Reli- 
gion, he had lived a Phariſee. 

Nevertheleſs when preſuming on no bet- 
ter Righteouſneſs than this, to procure his 
acceptance with Gop, I was alive ſaith he, 
without the Law. The Law gave me no Cauſe 
to cry to myſelf, Peace and Safety. It de- 
nounced nothing but Condemnation. I was 
even then held accurſed by it. If then, all this 

Virtue 
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Virtue would ſtill have left St. Paul a loft 
Sinner, whether is greateſt, your Folly or 
your Provocation of God, to truſt in your 
Obedience and Goodneſs, though evidently 
leſs perfect. : 

Wherefore then; you will ſay, ferveth 
the Law ? ſince by obeying it as well as I 
am able, I can never be accounted righte- 
ous before it. One principal End for which 
it was given, was this, ſaith the Word of 
God, --- That Sin might appear to be Sin, 
and by the Commandinent become exceeding 


ſinful, Rom. vii. 13. that Sin might be 
known to be deſperately evil, from its 


utter Oppoſition and Contrariety to the 
Commandment, wiuch in its full Extent 
is Holy, Juſt, and Good. And big alfo 
with Ruin and Deſtruction, becaule after 
the Commiſſion of it in any Degree, the 
Law will not accept of any thing by Way 
of Amends and Reparation from the Hands 
of the Sinner. And fo from this Diſcovery 
of the Nature of Sin, you might admire 
the Glory of Redemption; and feel your 


own abſolute Need of it. This Truth is 
confirmed by the reaſoning which the great 


Apoſtle uſes, Gal. iii. 21. 22. If there 
had been a Law which could have given 
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Life, 7. e. By Mans Obedience performed 
to it, --- Yerily Righteouſneſs ſhovld have 
been by the Law, then the Pardon and Juſ- 
tification of Sinners ſhould have ſtood upon 
this Plea, of a perfect Obedience to it. But 
the Scripture hath concluded (ourexaucw) 
all under Sin, hath ſhut up every fallen 
Creature, as in a Priſon, under a Sentence 
of Condemnation, and an utter Impoſſibi- 
lity either of making Satisfaction for paſt 
Offences, or of obtaining Acceptance with 
Go by his own Obedience, defective and 
interrupted as it ever will be. By his Law, 
Gop hath rendered every Way of ap- 
proaching Him in Peace and Favour im- 
poſſible, but thro' the one Mediator; that the 
Promiſe by Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, (which 
Promiſe is Eternal Life) might be given to 
them that believe. 

Now it is the full and lively Perſuaſion 
of your Mind concerning this Truth, it is 
a clear Conviction of the miſerable Defects 
in your beſt Duties, and beſt Tempers, 
when compared with what the Law exacts 
from you, joined with an Acknowledgment 
that the great G o p, is neither cruel, nor 
ſevere, in annexing the Penalty of Eternal 
Death to every Tranſgreſſion againſt his 


Holy 
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Holy Law, --- it is this Perſuaſion and Ac- 
knowledgment which alone can prepare 
your Heart for the Benefits of Redemption, 
or give you an Underſtanding to ſee the 
Want of it. Whilſt you remain alive with- 
out the Law you may give your Aſſent to 
the Truth as it is in Jeſus, and have ſome 
fort of implicit Veneration for it, the Fruit 
of Education. But ſtill your Thoughts 
and Apprehenſions of the infinitely glorious 
Saviour, mult neceſſarily be few, and mean, 
and unaffecting, till Sin hath flain you by 
the Commandment, — becauſe till then 
you muſt over-rate your own Virtues, the 
good Things you have done, or intend to 
do, and in Part at leaſt confide in them, as 


able to ſave your Soul. 


On the contrary, when you ſee how 


much every Commandment of G o p, de- 


mands of you more than you have ever per- 
formed, and that when Judgment is laid 
to the Line, and Righteouſneſs to the Plum- 
met, not a ſingle Character (Gop manifeſt 
in the Fleſh excepted) can” eſcape Con- 
demnation. When your deaf Ears, deaf 
thro' the Pride and Love of Sin, are opened, 
and you hear the Accufatidns of the Law 
againit your Soul, waxing louder and louder 
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like the Sound of the Trumpet on the 
Mount: When you underſtand that the 
Law of Gop, inexorable and infinitely 
jealous, will accept nothing which you can 
perform or promiſe, for Righteouſneſs ; in 
theſe Circumſtances great will be your Joy, 
to hear Him that ſpeaketh from Heaven, 
and faith with God-like Mercy to ſcli-de- 
ſtroyed Sinners, Chir/t hath redeemed us 


from the Curſe of the Law, being made a 


Curſe: for us. Gal. iii. 13. You will give 
Thanks and fing with the Multitude of the 
Heavenly Hoſt, Glory 1 God in the higheſt, 
on Earth, Peace, Goodwill towards Men. 
Luke ii. 11. For unto us is born a Savipur, 
which is Chriſt the Lord. The more you 
know of your own Heart and Life, by 
comparing it with the Demands of Gop's 
Eternal Law, in the ſtronger Light will 
you perceive how infinitely great your Obli- 
vations are to Chriſt, Maus is the End of the 
Law for Rizhteouſnels to every one tbat be- 
lievel h. Rom. x. 4. Through whom you 
are able to ſay, I am not under the Law, 
but under Grace. The Love of Chriſt, as 
your great Deliverer, will conſtrain you, to 
have Reſpect to all his Commandments, 
and to preſent yourſelf a living Sacrifice 

unto 
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unto Gop, which is your reaſonable Ser- 
It will conſtrain you, becauſe you 
thus judge, That if one died for all, then 
were all dead, dead as Tranſgreſſors of the 
Law. 2 Cor. v. 14. and that He died for 
all, that they which live ſhould not from 
henceforth live unto themſelves, molt blaſ- 
phemouſly making Chriſt the Miniſter of 
Sin, but unto Him, that died for them and 
roſe again, doing all that lieth in them, to 
ſhew forth the Praiſes of Him that gave 
his Fleſh for the Life of the World; by 
adding to their Faith, the Practice of all 
Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs, and Truth. 
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The Neceſſity of Maintaining a 
good Conſcience; and its full 
Extent. 


G EEE Ber Berta 


ACTS xxiv. 16. 


Herem do J exerciſe myſelf to have always 


a Conſcience void of Offence toward God 
ang toward Man. 


| HERE ſhone united in St. Paul, 

after his Converſion, the moſt ar- 
dent Zeal to exalt the adoreable Name of 
Chriſt, and the greateſt Care to walk 
worthy of his Grace. Conſtrained by the 
former, He cries out, Goa forbid, that 1 


ſhould glory ſave in the Crojs of our Lord 


Feſus Chrift. Influenced no leſs powerfully 


by the latter. Herein do T exerciſe ziyfelf, Se. 
| | | Fa 
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And were we to trace the Steps of this 


illuſtrious Man, from his Converſion to his 
eparture out of Life, it were eaſy to 


make it appear, that He faithfully con- 
formed to this excellent Rule. But it will 
be more for our Inſtruction, to conſider 
the Text, not as peculiar to St. Paul, but 
as deſcribing the conſtant Practice of every 
one who Loves the Lord Feſus in Sincerity. 
By conſidering it in this Light, we may 
obſerve. 


I. The Neceſſity that lays upon us, to 
have always a Conſcience void of Offsnce 
toward Gor, and toward Man. 

IT. That this good Conſcience, conſiſts 
in a ſincere Conformity to the Will of Gop. 


III. That to maintain and preſerve it, 
requires diligent Application, and much 


Labour. 


I. The Neceſſity that is laid upon us, 


to have always a Conſcience void of Of- 


ſence, is evident, from the Nature of that 


Power and F aculty of the Soul, called Con- 
ſcience. It is this which enables us to re- 
fect upon all that we do; and either accuſes 


or excules, acquits or condemns us, for 


obeying or oppoſing the Rule of our Duty. 
E 4 From 
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From whence it is clear, that Man is in- 
dued with Conſcience, and enjoys the high 
Priviledge of this Faculty, in order that 
its Authority ſhould always be reſpected, 
and itsAdmonitions moſt obſequiouſly com- 
plied with, Where this is not the Caſe, 
tie Power of Conſcience gradually grows 
vealer; and by repeated V iolence offered 
to it, like ſome abuſed, intulted Friend, 
withdraws it elf, leaving you to follow your 
own Luſts without check: or controul; 
a Condition the molt dreadful you can fal 
into, on this Side the 8 of Hell, and 
to which it directly leads. So that if the 
Authority of Conſcience is to be preſerved 
at all, it is ablolutely Neceſſary to have it 
always without Offence ; becauſe by ſhew- 
ing Contempt to its Suggeſtions in any In- 
france, you take a ſure Method to weaken 
its Influence; and throw yourſelf more 
and more out of the Reach of its falutary 
Rebukes. How dangerous and deplorable 
2 Situation this is to live in, you will un- 
derſtand; when you ſhall have duly con- 
ſidered, that whatever GOD Himſelf has 
taught or required from us, effeQually 
works on the Mind, only through the 
Au thority of Conſcience: And He who 
governs 
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governs in the Armies of Heaven, 2nd a- 
mongſt the Inhabitants of the Earth, by 
his Providence, rules and directs each Indi- 
vidual amongſt us by the Miniſtry of Con- 


ſcience. The Lord ſaid unto Moſes, See / 
T have made thee a Gad to Pharoah. Ex. 


vii. 1. TI have appointed thee to declare to 
Him my Laws, to require the Execution 
of them in my Name, and to infuet Puniſh- 
ment when he ſets them at Nought. Now 
Gop has intruſted a Commiſſion of the 
fame Kind, with your Conſcience. He 
has commanded it to inforce Reſpect to all 
his Laws, by the Severity of its Rebukes, 
upon wilful Trangreſſion; by the Fre- 
quency of its Admonitions ; and by the 
ſolid Peace it allows you, to poſſeſs your 
Soul in, when you are careful to reverence 
your Conſcience. By neceſſary Conſequence 
then, if inſtead of conſtantly exerciſing 
yourſelf, to have all your Defigns, Tem- 
pers, and Actions, ſo modelled by the 
Word of Gop, that your Conſcience may 
have no Authority from thence, to alarm, 
or reproach you, for violating your Duty. 
It inſtead of this neceſſary Care, you no 
longer regard the Admonitions of Con- 
{cience, nor /ee# Power to turn from your 

evil 
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evil Ways at its Reproof; then every Step 


you take, and every Day you live, you are 
getting farther from Gop, and nearer to 
Perdition. For as our merciful Creator and 
Preſerver hath placed Fences round the 
Body, to ſecure its Health and Safety, 
teaching us by painful Feelings, what is 
hurtful and deſtructive; and as every one 
who breaks through theſe Fences is an 
Enemy to his own natural Life, and haſtens 
the Pace of Death. In like Manner, by 
not hearkening to the Voice of Conſcience, 
you are an Enemy to your immortal Soul, 
and deliver it up to eternal Ruin; for it 
is not more neceſſary that the Feeling of 
the Senſes ſhould be regarded, to preſerve 
your Body from Diſeaſe and Danger, than 
that the Rebukes and Admonitions of Con- 
ſcience, ſhould be moſt reſpectfully attended 
to, to preſerve your Soul. 

What then muſt become of you, if you 
get the Maſtery over Conſcience ? You muſt 
from that Hour walk on in Darkneſs, 
and though all your Life is Sin, and you 
are only Treaſuring up for yourſelf Mats, 
againſi the Day of Irath. You will be 
too blind to perceive the Evil of Practices, 
which once you held in utter Abhorrence, 


and 
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and too deaf to hear even the loud Thun- 
der of Gop's Law, though pointed di- 
rectly againſt you; though continually de- 
nouncing the Miſerjes that are coming 
upon you. 

But ſuppoſing your Conſcience 1s not 
paſt . Feeling, unleſs, you are careful to 
have it void of Offence, it will puniſh you 
with frequent Diſguit and inward Vexation. 
It will make you uneaſy when much alone; 
abject in Adverſity; and fearful even toDiſ- 
treſs, when Diſeaſe and Sickneſs, ſeem 
commiſſioned to apprehend you, and carry 
you to Judgment. In theſe Circumſtances, 
from which you are never ſecure, an evil 
Conſcience, unleſs feared as it were with 
an hot Iron, will trouble you with an 
aching Pain, which neither Friends, nor 
Riches can aſſwage. In theſe Circum- 
ſtances, a Variety of afflicting Thoughts, 
croud in upon the Minds of all who have 
not been exerciſed in maintaining a good 
Conſcience. Forgetfulneſs of Gop, care- 
leſsneſs about Salvation, many Omiſſions 
and many Diſobediences never lamented, 
never brought to be waſhed away by the 
Blood of that immaculate Lamb, lain to 
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take away Sin, ſeverely puniſh even here, 
the careleſs Trifler with his Conſcience. 

The Concluſion, therefore, is evident, 
that if you would not be given up to a 
Reprobate Mind, nor carry about you, 
Matter of perpetual Quarrel with your- 
ſelf, if you would be ſortified againſt the 
Aſſaults of Adverſity, and the Fears of 
Death, then there is an abſolute Neceſſity 
that you exerciſe yourſelf to have always a 
Conſcience void of Offence. 

II. But ſuch a Conſcierce, I obſerve in 
the Second Place, cannot be attained, with- 
out a conſtant Performance of the Duties 
we owe to Gop and Man. It is very af- 
flicting to conſider how our Hearts are bent 
to Deceit and Falſhood in this Reſpect, 
And when we cannot ſhake off the Au- 
thority of Conſcience, how artfuily we 
put ſome principal Part, for the Whole of 
Religion. Thus ſome have much Zeal for 
the Purity of Scripture Doctrines, and with 
earneſtneſs contend for the Faith, once de- 
Eyered to the Saints, but alas! as if this 
alone was ſuflicient, they are careleſs and 
luke-warm, if not offenfive and ſcanda- 
lous in Life and Converſation. Others, on 
te Contrary, believe an honeſt Man to 


be 


be the nobleſt Work of Gop; and with 
ſovereign Contempt, leave all that is pro- 
perly Religion, as the Province ſet apart 
for the weak in Judgment, and the enthu- 
fiaſtic in Temper. But neither of theſe 
can be put aſunder, and exitt ſeperately 
without making Ship-wreck of Faith and a 
good Conſcience. | 

You make it an inviolable Rule to be 
faithful to your Word and Promiſe, pitiful 
to the Poor, kind and courteous to all.--- 
Thus far your Conſcience is void of that 
Offence towards Men, which 1s chargeable 
on the Extortioner, and unjuſt Perſon ; you 
are free alſo from that particular Guilt, 
which lays upon then Umerciful and Inhu- 
man.----But it you have a Conſcience void 
of Offence in no farther Degree than this, 
it {till remains, unleſs paſt feeling, full of 
Offence towards Gop, For unleſs you 
come before Him daily as a Sinner, beg- 
ging for Mercy, as one redeemed by the 
Blood of his dear Son.----Unleſs you ſeek 
Salvation, and approach unto Gop, by Him. 
Who is the May, the Truth, and the Lie; 
without whom no Man cometh to the Father. 
Unlets you pray and read the Scriptures, 
making Conſcience of theſe Things, no leſs 


than 
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than of being upright, ſober, and humane; 
you are inexcuſably guilty before GOD; 
for your Contempt or Neglect of a devout 
and Holy Spirit. For, are you not indebted 
to Gop alone for your Exiſtence? Is not 
every Comfort you feel, the Effect of bis 
mere Bounty? Are not all your Capacities 
for Happineſs his free Giſt? Do not theſe 
Things, and above all his Love, which „ent 
his only begotten Sen into the World, to the 
End, that all who believe in Him ſhould not pe- 
riſh, but have everlaſling Life, do not theſe 
Things require ſuitable Acknowledgements. 
Suppoſe you are a perfect Example 
of Beneficence, Magnanimity, Tempe- 
rance, and Juſtice towards Men, which 
is the utmoſt you can affirm of yourſelf. 
Is it not as much your Duty to be jult to the 
blefſed Gor, as to your Fellow-Creatures ? 
Or, is He the only Being you may over- 
look without any Injuſtice, or neglect with- 
out any moral Guilt? Ridiculous is it, to 
affect a delicate Senſe of Honour, and value 
yourſelf upon your good Qualifications with 
Reſpect to Men; whilſt you, by your Pro- 
faneneſs, rob Gop of the Honour due unto 
his Name, his Son, and his Goſpel. Ridi- 
culous, as their boaſting themſelyes Juſt, 
who 
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who punctually pay their Loſſes at the 
Gaming-Table, whilſt they are deaf to 
the Solicitation of honeſt Creditors. No 
Sin of a deeper Dye can be laid to your 
Charge, than this, That you confide in 
a Morality, Independent of God----which 
hath neither his Love for its Root, nor his 
Glory for its Ain----That you prepoſte- 
rouſly ſet the Creature above the Creator ; 
and out of a Regard to Man, either real 
or pretended, treat the Lord Gop Almighty, 
as if he was beneath your Notice, and the 
only Cypher in the World. Granting, 
therefore, that you do diſcharge all the 
Duties of the ſocial Character, ſtill if you 
do no more, your Conſcience is full of Of- 
fence toward Gop. 

Again, on the other Hand, you may be 
amongſt the few who give Glory to Gop for 
ſending Redemption to his People, and command- 
mg his Covenant for ever.---You maintain, 
as the Scriptures teach you, that Salvation is 
by Grace, through Faith, and that not of Our- 
ſelves, it is the Gift of God not of Works, 
leaſt any Man ſhould boaſt. You are a diligent 
Hearer of thoſe who preach not themſelves 
but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord.--You are conſtant 
in the Exerciſes of Prayer and Praiſe to 


Gop 


64 SERMON III. 


Gop - in your Cloſet and your Family. 80 


far, all is well; your Conſcience is void of that 
Offence towards Gor, which the Careleſs 
and Profane incur.---But then, if you are 
not to be truſted in the Dark ; if Deceit and 
Guile have Rule in your Heart; if you are 
enflaved by Envy or Covetoutneſs, or Ma- 
lice; if you are a tyrannical Maſter, a bad 
Hufband, or an Eye-ſervant, it is certain 
you cannot have a Conſcience void of Of- 
fence towards Men.---Your Faith, in this 
Caſe, is lifeleſs Opinion; your Religion an 
empty Phantom. Por if any Mum, faith 
the Apoſtle St. James i. 20. among you ſeem 
to be religious, and bridleth not his Tongue, 
but doceiveth his own Heart, this Man's Reli- 
gion is Vome i. e. Whoever can take the 
Liberty of ſpeaking Evil of others, blacken- 
ing their Characters, and publiſhing their 
Faults with Pleaſure ; though his Heart may 
ſwell with the Fervour of Devotion, and 
melt at the Mention of redeeming Love, 
ſtill all is empty and deluſive. For obſerve, 
the Apoſtle doth not ſay, a Man of this 
Character, offends and wounds Religion; 
but that his Religion is vain, it is an Abuſe 
of Language to call it by that Name; ſor 
without unfeigned Love to Men, and the 

8 Practice 
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Practice of all Sincerity and Honeſty toward 
them; to imagine, the exalting Chriſt, 
will atone for bad 'Tempers, or cover bad 
Practices, is no leſs deſpiſing the Word of 
Gop, and his expreſs Command, than if, 
like a Heathen, you truſted to your moral 
Honeſty ; and counted the Blood of the 
Covenant an unholy Thing. Nay, how- 
ever you may be ſurprized to hear it, a 
Scoffer that laughs at Faith, and nauſeates 
every Appearance of Devotion, 1s ſcarce 
farther from Heaven and Salvation, than 
you yourſelf, who are ſhocked at his blaſ- 
phemous Impiety, and yet under the Uſe 
of the Means of Grace, and the Profeſſion 
of Godlineſs, art void of a conſcientious 
Behaviour toward all Men with whom you 
have to do. For if any Temper hateful to 
Gop, or any Practice plainly forbidden, 
is perſiſted in by you, it matters but very 
little, whether Hypocriſy or Profanencſs 
makes the Choice. Whether you endea- 
vour to excuſe your Contempt of Gop, by 
a pretended Zeal for Honour, Juſtice and 
Benevolence, or by a Zeal, no leſs pretend- 
ed, for the Goſpel and Glory of Gop. In 
neither Cafe, can there be any Sincerity, Or 
good Conſcience ; for then due Regard 

F would 
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would be had both to God and Man. 
Faith would work by Love, and make the 
whole Conduct beautifully conſiſtent, and 
ſuch as becomes a Creature and a Sinner. 
But beſides the Neceflity laying upon 
us, of having a Conſcience void of Of- 
fence ; and in ofder to attain this, a Diſ- 
charge of thoſe Duties we owe both to Gop 
and Man. Your Conſcience mult be con- 
ſtantly clear. To have always a Conſcience 
void of Offence, ſaith the Apoſtle. Many 
when they are afflicted by the Hand of 
God, and preſſed fore ; and others, affected 
for a Time by ſome awakening Diſcourſe, 
ſeek to keep a good Conſcience : But pre- 
{ently they are diſguſted with the ſtrait and 
narrow Path, and therefore turn back a- 
gain to their own Wickedneſs. But the 
Conſcience of every true Believer is equal 
and firm. It depends not on Times and 
Occaſtons, Diſtreſs, or Alarms. Whilſt the 
Reſolutions of a bad Conſcience, like a 
Fever, come and go at certain Intervals ; 
a good Conſcience, like the Blood circu- 
lating in its natural State, is regular and 
uninterrupted. This will appear plainer, 
when illuſtrated by an Example. Hear the 
Meſſage Balaam returned to Balak, Num. 
xxii. 
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xxil. 18. If Balak would give me bis 

* Houſe full of Silver and Gold, I cannot 
go beyond the Word of the Lord to do more or 
leſs. Was not this an Anſwer becoming a 
Prophet of the Lord ? Was not he who 
gave it, a Man of good Conſcience ? No, 
What immediately follows proves the 
contrary. Now therefore T pray you, tarry 

ye alſo here this Night, that I may know 
what the Lord will jay unto me more. He 

V aſks longer Time that he may take the 


f Buſineſs again in Hand, in order to find 
d Means of evading the Dictates of his Con- 
e, ſcience. In this Practice, Balaam has too 
ot many Followers. Not a Day paſtes, but 
d one is ſaying to himſelf, I will defraud no 
a- more. Another, reſtored to active Life 
he from a Chamber of Sickneſs, is reſolved to 
1 forſake a Round of Buſineſs and Pleaſure, 
in 


hich leaves no Time for Self- examination, 
the for Heart-felt Prayer, or for reading with 
e 2 Underſtanding, the Life-giving Word of 
als; Gop. A Third, ſees the Way of the 
cu- World, muſt lead to Perdition, unleſs Gop 
and denies himſelf, and falſifies the moſt ſolemn 
er, Declarations of his own Word. Vet each, 
the Urawn on by Love of Gain, or of Pleaſure, 
* deterred through evil Shame, finds out 
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different Expedients, and a Number of 
Excuſes, to ſtifle that Grace, and to reſiſt 
thoſe Workings of Conſcience, which 
would lead them to Repentance. 

The true Believer, on the contrary, is 
ſtedfaſt and immoveable, in maintaining 
the Extent of a good Conſcience, againſt 
the Tyranny of the World, and its moſt 
bewitching Temptations ; and in obtaining 
this glorious Teſtimony, that with Simpli- 


city and godly Sincerity, he hath his Con- 


verſation in the World, Not according to 


Heſhly Wiſdom, but according to the Will of 


God. 

III. It muſt be confeſſed, thus to perſe- 
vere in keeping a Conſcience void of Of- 
tence, requires diligent Application, and 
much Labour. Lazy Delires, faint Reſo- 
lutions, and formal Prayers, will never 
prevail to this great Purpoſe. No, you 
mult apply yourſelf with Vigour, and much 
Attention to it, as the conſtant, and far 
moſt important Buſineſs of Life. For in 
this earneſt Manner, St. Paul declares, he 
was himſelf engaged. Herem, ſays he, 
4 J exerciſe myſelf. Now this Exerciſe 
conſiſts in daily Applications to the Throne 

of 
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of Grace, for Knowledge, Power, and 
Watchfulneſs. 

Firſt, It conſiſts in daily Applications 
to the Throne of Grace for Knowledge. 
Ignorance, which you have no ſufficient 
Means to cure, will never be laid to your 
Charge: But that Ignorance, which by 
Prayer, by reading Gop's Word, and hear- 
ing his faithful Miniſters, may be certainly 


removed, is a Sin, and leaves you under a 


heavy Charge of Guilt, on Account of every 
Sin you commit through it. Therefore the 


firſt Step, in order to have a Conſcience 
void of Offence, is diligent and daily 
Prayer for Underſtanding in the Way of 
Godlineſs ; to be taught by the Spirit of 
Gor through his Word, what you know 
not; to be filled with the Knowledge of his 
Will. It muſt be your conſtant Exerciſe, 
every Day, to call upon the Father of all 
Lights, and the Giver of all Wiſdom, ſay- 
ing, Shew me thy Ways, O Lord, and teach 
Ie thy Paths. O lead me forth in thy 


"Truth, and learn me, for thou art the God of 
my Salvation. When you have thus con- 
tinual Recourſe to Gop for Inſtruction in 


F 3 Righte- 
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Righteouſneſs, you ſhall never be ſuffered 
to wound your Conſcience, and fall into 
Offences, through Want of Light and Di- 
rection. For this is the exceeding great 
and precious Promiſe which belongs to 
every ſuch diligent and humble Enquirer, 
Gracious and righteous is the Lord, theres 
ore will be feach Sinners in the Way. 
Them that are mcek ſhall he guide in their 
Judgment; and ſuch as are gentle, them ſhall 
he learn his Way, Pl. xxv. 8, 9. 

Beſides this Knowledge, you want 
Power. In yourſelf you have no Strength 
to withſtand any violent Temptation 
ſuited to your beloved Luſt. You muſt 
exerciſe yourſelf therefore in imploring 
Day by Day, that you may Experience 
what is the exceeding Greatneſs of Chrilt's 
Power towards thcm that believe. You 
muſt earneſtly plead for yourſelf, thoſe 
Promiles, by which Gop hath been pleaſed 
to engage himſelf, to ſtrengthen and uphold 
vour Veer from falling; and to put his Spirit 
within yon, to cauſe you to walk in all his 
Statutes, and keep all his Judgments and 
do them, Ezek. xxxvi. 27. And after you 
have thus comraitted your Soul with Sin- 
cority ts Gop, and. befought his promiſed 

Help ; 
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Help; to ſuppoſe you ſhall be prevailed 


over, and fall into wilful and deliberate 
Offence, is to deny the Reality and Truth 
of the Promiſes of Gop, and to make him 
regardleſs of thoſe, who are deſirous, what- 
ever they do, to do all to the Glory of 
Gop. 

It is true, that after you have received 
Light and Knowledge, yea Strength and 
Power, you may afterwards be betrayed 
into Sin, unleſs you exerciſe yourſelf in 
Watchfulneſs and Circumſpection. When 
you have oftered up your Morning Sacri- 
fice, and prayed unto Gop with a ſincere - 
Deſire, for his Light to guide you, and his 
Power to defend you; you will, in conſe- 
quence of his Promiſe, be made quick of 
Underſtanding in the Fear of the Lord. An 
exquiſite and peculiar Senſibility of Evil will 
begivenyou, ſo that you thallrun into no Sin, 
before a Warning of its Approach is ſounded 
in your Soul ; and, as the Scripture expreſſes 
it, You hear a Word behind you, ſaying this 
zs the Way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the 
right Hand, or when ye turn to the Left, | 
Ifa. xxx. 21. This you will find, even be- 
fore a Thought conceived in Pride, Un- 
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charitableneſs, or looſe Deſire, can obtain 
Utterance from your Tongue. Your in- 
ward Monitor will filently condemn it in 
your own Mind. But then, in order to 
preſerve this noble Senſibility of Conſcience, 
you mutt exercife yourſelf in attending to 
the Motions of your own Spirit. You muſt 
be ſober, z. e. ſelf-denied, and viligant. 
You muſt be jealous over yourſelf with a 
godly Jealouſy. 

Further, a Conſcience void of Oftence 
toward Gop, and toward Man, cannot be 
obtained, unleſs you exerciſe yourſelf in 

ppoſing the prevailing Manners and Way 
of the World. This is an Exerciſe indeed! 
yet abſolutely needful. Becauſe many 
grievous Offences paſs for Trifles in the 
Eſtimate of the World ; and what is Abo- 
mination before God, is in many Inſtances 
well ſpoken of. Pride, Senſuality, Pro- 
ſancneſs, if not grown to a hideous Size, 
are very conſiſtent with the good Opinion 
of the World. It requires therefore a very 
ative and conſtant Exertion of the Power 
of Faith, to oppole and contradict all that 
Iniquity which is eſtabliſhed in the World, 
as by a Law: To dare to be ſingular in 
i the 
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the Employment of your leiſure Time, 
the Uſe of your Wealth, and the Subjects 
of your Converſation, as the Scripture Rule 
enjoins. Unleſs you ſtrive manfully and 
exerciſe yourſelf unto Godlineſs, your Soul 
will inſenſibly be hurt, and your Conſci- 
ence contract Offence, from yielding to 
the favourite Maxims, which wholly go- 
vern all, That know not God, and that obey 

nat the Goſpel of the Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
Laſtly, This Exerciſe conſiſts in mor- 
tifying your Members, which are upon the 
Earth, and dying to the Love of thoſe 
Things which pervert the Judgment, and 
are apt to bribe it, not to give a juſt and 
true Deciſion. A Man determined to be 
rich, great, or diſtinguiſhed, will ſtrenu- 
ouſly endeavour to reconcile his Duty with 
his Inclination, and of courſe never want 
ſome falſe Gloſs to put upon Sentiments 
or Actions, not to. be fairly juſtified. In 
ſuch a Caſe, Conſcience like a Judge in 
Court, ſurrounded by corrupt Counſellors 
and Witnefles, will be led to paſs a falſe 
Verdict. | 
Thus I have gone through each of the 
Heads propoſed, and proved to you, the 
Neceſſity laid upon you, to have a Conſci- 
ence 
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ence void of Offence ; the Extent of it; 
and the Means which muſt be uſed to pre- 
ſerve it. 

From hence it is evident, beyond Con- 
tradition, that true Religion is a very dif- 
ferent Thing, and infinitely nobler than 
what is commonly conceived. It is well, 
it is abſolutely neceſſary that you ſhould 
be punctual in ſecret and publick Prayer, 
in reading the Scriptures, and receiving the 
Sacrament : Yet all theſe Exerciſes are 
only Means appointed to attain this great 
End, a Conſcience always wid of Offence. 
If you uſe them with any other View, you 
turn them into ſinful Superſtition. If they 
are not effectual to bring you and keep you 
in the Poſſeſſion of this good Conſcience, 
they are Mockery before Gop. Say not 
therefore, as a ſenſeleſs Formaliſt, I go to 
Church; I receive the Sacrament ; I pray 
Morning and Evening ; therefore I am a 
good Chriſtian ; for this is equivocal ; 
it may be, and oſten is, an abſolute Falſe- 


hood. But if you can ſay, I go to Church, 


I receive the Sacrament, I pray Morning 


and Evening, I read the Scriptures ; and 


in theſe lLioly Exerciſes receive from the 


Gop of all Grace, Strength and Power to- 


have 
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have always a Conſcience void of Offence 
toward Gop and toward Man, and there- 
fore I am a Chriſtian altogether ; this 
is a Truth not to be gainſayed, a Truth 
confirmed by every Page of Holy Scripture. 

But if true Religion is neither leſs nor 
more than having a Conſcience void of 
Offence, it is certain Religion muſt be 
made the Buſineſs of your Life. Not ſo 
far, as to interrupt your Diligence in Trade 
or Service, but ſo far as actually to en- 
gage much of your Thought and Atten- 
tion, after the Buſineſs of your worldly 
Profeſſion or Calling is over. A good Con- 
ſcience can neither be preſerved or at- 
tained, only by praying for a few Minutes 
Morning and Night, and by Attendance 
once a Week on the Worſhip of Gop in 
Publick. It indiſpenſably requires Day by 
Day, ſome Time to conſider your Actions, 
Purpoſes, and Defires, and to compare 
them with Gop's Word; ſome Time to 
ſearch and raniack a deceitful Heart, to 
diſcover what are your principal Defects 
and Infirmities; and ſome Time to make 
Supplication for Pardon and freſh Supplies, 
to relieve your particular Wants and Neceſ- 
ſities. How great therefore, is your Folly 

and 
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and your Sin, if you join with the Mul- 


titude in conſuming your leiſure Hours in 
vain Amuſement, or unprofitable Company; 
you cannot habitually do this, without 
giving up that Exerciſe of your Mind, 
which is abſolutely neceſſary to keep a 
Conſcience void of Offence. You cannot 
be engaged in Company, and viſiting, as 
the Faſhion of the World requires, and 
have any Time left for deep and ſerious 
Thought. You muſt neceſſarily remain in 
groſs Ignorance of Gon, his Scriptures, 
and yourſelf. Dare therefore you mutt, 
if you would enjoy a Conſcience void of 
Offence, to be particular in redeeming 
leiſure Time. Remember, it is the Man- 
ner in which theſe important Hours are 
ſpent, which makes the Difference between 
the Fooliſh and the Wile in the Sight of 
Gor. The former loſe and waſte them in 
vain Pleaſure, and ſtudied Diverſion of 
their Thoughts, from their great and eter- 
nal Intereſt, The latter, with Holy Art, 
employ them to renew their Strength for 
the Fight of Faith, to diſcover their own 
Miſtakes, and to increaſe more and more 
in the excellent Knowledge of the Things 
of the Spirit of Gop. 
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The Nature of the Goſpel, and of 
Faith in it. 


ee eee 


MARK xvi. 15, 10. 


And he ſaid unto them, go ye into all the 
World, and preach the Goſpel to every 

Creature. 

He that believeth and is baptized ſhall be 

' ſaved, but he that believeth not ſhall be 


damned. 
7 


£ FTER the Lord Jeſus Chriſt had 
| A lived a ſinleſs Life, by his Obedi- 
. ence to make many righteous, 
and to ſet before our Eyes a perfect Pattern 
of Holineſs. After he had ſhed on his Croſs 


the Blood of Atonement, and roſe again 
from the Dead to proclaim the Acceptance 


of his Sacrifice of himſelf, he converſed 


forty 


* 
* 
* 
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forty Days with his choſen Diſciples. And 
at laſt having given them their great and 
glorious Commiſſion in the Words of the 
Text, immediately he aſcended into the 
higheſt Heavens, and the Clouds received 
him out of their Sight. 

The Commiſſion itſelf, beſpeaks at once 
the uncontroulable Efficacy of his Power, 
the unlimited Good-will he bore to the 
Human Race, and the Terms of Salvation 
common to, and neceffary in all, who have 
the Offer of his Goſpel. 

This Commiſſion, it muſt be granted, 
beſpeaks the uncontroulable Power which 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt poſſeſſed. Becauſe 
nothing ſhort of ſuch Power was ſufficient 
for the Accompliſhment of it. But if this 
had failed, who with Senſe or Reaſon 
could ever have placed any Confidence 
either in his Wiſdom or his Might. He 
ſaid to eleven poor, friendleſs, nnlearned, 
artleſs Men, Go ye into all the World. Loſt 
as it1s, to the Knowledge of the true Gop; 
abandoned to the Practice and Love of 
every Abomination, nay attached by in- 
veterate Cuſtom, to the execrable Worſhip 
of Devil-Gods, rendered inviolably ſa- 
cred by the Tradition of their Fore-Fa- 


thers. 
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with them ; and; make their Captives re- 
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chers. Go ye into all the World, not fur- 
niſhed with. carnal Weapons, the Excel- 
lency of Speech, or the enticing Words of 
Man's Wiſdom, not aided by the ſecular 
Arm, or countenanced by the Authority 
of the Great and Powerful ; but fimply 


depending on my promiſed Preſence, and 
the effectual working of my Spirit. Go ye 


into all the World and preach the Goſpel to 


every Creature; to every Perſon young or 
old, rich or poor, endued with a reaſon- 
able Mind, and capable of being the Sub- 
ject of religious Inſtruction. 

In this Commiſſion does the Saviour ap- 
pear with a Pre-eminence, tranſcendently 
glorious, and altogether peculiar to him- 
ſelf. For every Prophet, before this laſt and 
great one, was Content to teach his own 
Country-Men, and never preſumed to en- 
gage in the bold Enterprize of proſelyting 
Foreign Lands. Even the Gods of the 
Gentiles claimed Poſſeſſion only as it were in 
their particular Diſtricts, and one preſided 
der this, and another over that Country. 
Never did it enter into the Heads even of 
wictorious Princes (before the Prince of 
Peace appeared) to carry their Religion 


ceive 
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ceive their Mode of Worſhip; not even by 
Arms and Violence, much leſs by Preach- 
ing and Inſtruction. 

Indeed Antiochus laboured to compel 
the Jews to receive the Worſhip of the 
Grecian Idolatry. But this was his pe- 
culiar Whim with reſpect to Iſrael, for he 
left all his other Subjects at perfect Liberty 
to worſhip their own Gods. Nor did the 
Roman Power attempt to ſubvert the Re- 
ligion of the Jews, though they had made 
their Country a Province; or even perſe- 
cute the Chriſtian Faith, till their Jealouſy 
was alarmed, and they plainly ſaw its De- 
ſign was to aboliſh every other Religion, 
that is, 70 deſtroy the Works of the Devil. 

It cannot be denied therefore, that the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſpoke as - never Man 
ſpoke, when he gave this marvellous Com- 
miſſion to his Apoſtles, Go ye into all the 
World and preach the Goſpel to every Crea- 
ture. He alone took upon himſelf to be 
Law-Giver to all People, Nations, and 
Tongues under Heaven. Becauſe he atone 
had all Power to enable his Apoſtles and 
Miniſters to bear his Name before Kings 
and Princes, and to preſerve them unhurt, 
though in the Furnace of Perſecution, 


till 


till they had finiſhed their Teſtimony. He 
alone had the Hearts of all Men in his Hand, 


and therefore by the mean Things of this 
World, yea the Things which are not, i. e. 
By the weakeſt and moſt unlikely Inſtru- 


ments, he could accompliſh the whole 


Counſel of his Will *. 


In this Commiſſion alſo, the unlimited 
Love of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to Mankind, 
is no leſs manifeſt, than his uncontroulable 
Power. Go ye, ſaith he to his Apoſtles, 
unto all the World, and preach the Goſpel to 
every Creature. As if he had ſaid, it is 
the good Pleaſure of my Will, that all in 
every Nation ſhould have the ſincere Offers 
of my Grace. There is none righteous and 
good enough, no not one, to attain Salvation 
by the Works of the Law. That Way of 
ſeeking it, will miſerably deceive and for 
ever ruin all that truſt to it. And there is 
none ſo deteſtably wicked, no not one, but 
in my Goſpel an all-ſufficient Remedy is 
provided for his Recovery. If any Thing can 
- 9 ſoften the Heart, hardened in the 
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Practice of Sin, and make it appear exceed- 
ing ſinful; it will be the amazing Truth, 
that God fo loved the World, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, to the End, that all who 


believe in him, ſhould. not periſh, but have 


everlaſting Life. If any Thing can awaken 
Attention and earneſt Concern for Salvation, 


in the Careleſs and Indolent, it muſt be the 


affecting Report in my Goſpel, of the Mul- 
titude of Sorrows, Pains, and Sufferings, 
my Zecl for their Salvation, led me to en- 
dure. And if any Fact can convince 
the Self- righteous and Self- ſufficient, of 
their Vileneſs and Danger of eternal Wrath, 
it muſt be the ſolemn Declaration, that, 
We all have gone aſtray, we have turned 
every one to his own Way, and the Lord hath 
laid on him the Iniquity of us All. 

I charge you therefore lay aſide all your 
National Prejudices, and Jewiſh Bigotry. 
Preach my Goſpel to every Creature ; and 


in order to give all poſſible Weight and 


Authority to your Meſſage, I command you 
to tell them from me, who am the Lord, 
and Judge of all; before whom, every one 
of them ſhall give an Account of himſelf: 


That it is my unchangeable Decree, that 
5 not- 
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notwithſtanding all the Objections and 
Cavils, which Ignorance and Pride may 
raiſe againſt the Contents of my Goſpel. 
He that believeth and is baptized, fhall 
be ſaved; and be that believeth not, ſhall 
be damned. 


In farther Diſcourſing on this moſt me- 
morable Proclamation, from the Mouth 
of the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
I ſhall, 


I. Explain the Import and full Mean- 


ing of the complex Term, Goſpel, and 
what is implied in believing it. 


II. Show the Extent of that Promiſe ; 
he that believeth and is baptized, ſhall 


be ſaved. 


I. The Goſpel i in its 83 and moſt 
enlarged Signification, imports good News. 
And the Particulars of this good News, or 
Goſpel, are with admirable Force and Con- 
gifencls ſummed up. Ifa. ix. 6. Unto us a 
Eb] is born, for our preicnt Advantage 
and cverlaſting Benefit. Unto us a Son 
given, even the only-begotten of the Fa- 
V G 2 ther 
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ther, to be our Surety, Advocate, and 


Propitiation; to the End that Gop might 


be juſt, and yet the Juſtifier of them that 
believe in Jeſus. And the Government ſhall 
be upon his Shoulders, to publiſh Laws, re- 
quire our Obedience; to put them in our 
Minds, and write them in our Hearts. 
And he ſhall be called Wonderful Counſellor, 
the mighty God, the everlaſting Father, the 
Prince of Peace. 


Now to diſplay the Life and Death, the 


Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, and all the 
marvellous Tranſactions of this glorious 
Perſon, as accompliſhed for the great Pur- 
poſes of magnifying Gop's Law; of mak- 
ing Atonement for Sin, and procuring Fa- 
vour and Salvation for all that believe : 
This is the Subject- matter of the Goſpel. 

I may add farther, that to declare the 
free and gracious Promiſes of Gop's Co- 
venant, made on purpoſe to encourage 
and prevail with Sinners to return to him: 
Such as thoſe Promiſes for Inſtance. Though 
their Sins he as Scarlet, they ſhall be ma 
WW hite as Snow. I will take the Stony Heart 
out of their Fleſh, and give them a Heart 
of Fleſh. 1 will put my Spirit within then, 


ans 
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and cauſe them to walk in all my Statutes and 


| ' Fudgments, and to do them. Fach of theſe 


Particulars being equally Ground for re- 
joicing to all who have a ſound Judgment, 
are therefore briefly comprehended, and 
expreſſed in one Word, the Goſpel. 

Now that this is the Subject-matter, 
and that theſe Things are the Contents of 
the glo:ious Goſpel, I might eaſily prove 
from many Prophecies of the Old Teſta- 
ment; from the moſt important Ceremo- 
nies uſed under the Law; and from many 
Paſſages in the New Teſtament. But let it 
ſuffice, to cite only that full and compre- 
henſive Paſſage, written, Luke iv. 18. quot- 
ed by the Redeemer himſelf, from the Pro- 
phet Ifaiah. The Spirit of the Lord is upon 


me, becauſe he hath anointed me to preach the 


Goſpel to the Poor. And in order to teach 
us with the greateſt Clearneſs, what this 
Goſpel imported, the following Words con- 
tain a full Explanation of its Contents. 
He hath ſent me to heal the Broken-hearted. 
To deliver from Pain and Dejection, by the 
Things I ſhall declare to them, thoſe who 
are caſt down with Fear, through a Know- 
ledge of their ſinful State, and overwhelm- 
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ed with Godly Sorrow for it. To preach 
Deliverance ta the Captives: To all who 
are miſerably tied and bound, and led Cap- 
tive by their vile Aﬀections and inbred 
Luſts; by the condemning Power of an 
evil Conſcience; and the deteſtable Tyranny 
of Satan. To ſet at Liberty them that are 
bruyed: By richer Diſcoveries of Grace, 
and more abundant Supplies of the Spirit 
of Power, to eſtabliſh and uphold thoſe, 
who by frequent Falls from the Path of Life 
and Duty, have brought ſuch painful and 
threatening Senſations on their Souls, as 
may be well compared to Sores and Bruiſes 
on the Body: And recovering of Sight to 
the Blind: By the Illumination of their 
Minds, through the Light I bring into the 
World, who by Reaſon of the Ignorance 
that was in them, underſtand nothing of the 
appointed Way of Salvation, nor perceive 


at all, the Things of the Spirit of Gop. 


To preach the accohtable Year of the Lord: 
That Time and Diſpenſation, in which are 
to be found the ſtrongeſt Manifeſtations of 
Grace and Good-will to Men; aſſuring 
them of Acceptance with Gop, if they 
wil! hear the Voice of his beloved Son, 
ang live in Subjection to him. 


With 
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With full Warrant therefore from the 
Word of Gop, we affirm, that the Re- 
velation of Grace, Power, and plenteous 


Redemption in Chriſt Jeſus, for miſerable 


guilty Sinners, who ſeek diligently and 
with repenting Hearts to partake of it, is 
the GosPEL. 

It is declared concerning this Goſpel, he 
that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be 
ſaved. Who then art thou, O Man, who 
goeſt about to diſannul the Decree of the 
Lord and Judge of the whole Earth ? Who 


art thou, that dareſt moſt preſumptuouſly 


to deny that the Soul is ſaved by Faith only; 
when the moſt peremptory Deciſion of 
this important Point, ſtands recorded even 
4n thoſe memorable Words, with which 
the Son of Gop took his Farewel of this 
our lower World? He that believeth and 
#s baptized, ſhall be ſaved. My Honour, 
Faithfulneſs, and Truth, ſtand all engaged 
to ſee the promiſed Salvation, infinitely 
glorious, as it is, ſecured and fulfilled to 


 thim that believeth. 


But then the Queſtion of everlaſting Mo- 
ment returns, What doth this Faith im- 


port? What doth this believing of the 


G4 Goſpel, 
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Goſpel, to which the ineſtimable Promiſe 
is made, imply? When this is underſtood, 
I am perſuaded, all Apprehenſions, leaſt 
the Practice of moral Righteouſneſs ſhould 
be lighted, or the Obligations of Obedi- 
ence weakened, will vaniſh away. And 
you will ve able to ſee, with what Truth, 
the Apoſtle made that warm and noble 
Aſſertion, Do we then made void the Law 
through Faith ? God forbid, yea we eſta- 
biiſh toe Law, Rom. iii. 31. 

The Scripture Senſe of the Words Faith 
and Believe, implies much more than the 
Aſſent of the Mind, without Debate or 
Cavil, to all the Particulars included in the 
Goſpel, as the very Truth of Gop. For 
this Aſtent may be, and very often 1s, where, 
there 15 no Believing, according to the 
Scripture Definition of it. The Book in- 
deed, which contajns the Goſpel, muſt be 
received without Doubt, as the pure un- 
nixed Revelation of Gov. But ſtill, this 
is only a preparatory Step neceſſary to make 
Vay for that precious Faith, of which St. 
Peter ſocaks: That Beliet of the Goſpel, 
wo which the Promiſe of Salvation is an- 
uczed. Vhillt you reject the Scriptures as 
a Fable, 
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a Fable, you cannot believe the Goſpel ; 
but you may allow the Scriptures to be true, 
and yet have no Faith in the Goſpel. 
This Aſſertion you will not diſpute, when 
you conſider the Belief of the Scriptures, 
is generally no more than the Effect of 
Education. It ariſes from the Deference 
xe naturally pay to the Notions our Fore- 
Fathers held before us. Indolence, and a 
carnal Mind, are glad to take up with na- 
tional eſtabliſhed Opinions in Matters of 
Religion, for which they have no Reliſh ; 
nor apprehend enough of their Importance, 
to put them upon Search and Enquiry. 
Hence in a Country called Chriſtian, all 
Men, except ſuch as blaſpheme Jeſus Chriſt, 
are accounted to have Faith. 
But the Belief or Faith, by which only a 
Man is /aved, is far more than the ſimple 
Aſſent of the Underitanding ; obtained 
either through the Benefit of Education, or 
the much nobler Means of perſonal Exami- 
nation and Trial of the Witneſſes, which 
atteſt the divine Original of the Goſpel. 
This Faith, is the confident Truft, and 
abiding Dependance of the Heart on the Goſ- 
pel, as the infinitely wiſe, holy, and graci- 


OUS 
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ous Appointment of Gop, for the Reco- 
very of us ſinful and rebellious Creatures, 
It is not only a Perſuaſion, firm and im- 
moveable, that every Thing related in the 
Goſpel is Truth, and no Lie; but more- 
over a joyous Approbation, and- a moſt 
thankful Acceptance of this Record, which 
Gop has given of his Son; as moſt neceſ- 
fary and adyantageous to yourſelf in parti- 
cular ; as the only Method of Salvation, 
which can be depended on, for the Supply 
of the diſtreſſing Wants and Neceſſities of a 
ſinful, helpleſs Creature. For finful and 
| helpleſs, every one will confeſs, is his own 
ö | true Character, that is brought to the 
* Knowledge of himſelf. 
ls The Definition given of Faith, in the 
k N Writings of the Schoolmen, viz. That it 
| | is believing upon the Authority of the Re- 
it vealer, repreſents it only as the Act of the 
Wl Underſtanding. But the Definition given 
| of God, of that Faith, which bringeth Sal- 
1 vation, hath much of the Affections engag- 
kþ ed in it. With the Heart Man believe!! 
| unto Righteouſneſs. It implies no leſs the 
mul full, cheerful Determination of the Will to 
chooſe and embrace the Objccts. propoſed 


to 
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- «0 it, as moſt excellent, than the Convic- 


tion of the Underſtanding, that they bear 
all the Marks and Signatures of Truth. 


+ This, I apprehend, is clearly proved by 


the two following Scriptures which come 
up to the Point in Hand. Now Faith, 
(that Faith which immediately before is 
geclared to be the Principle, by which the 
Juſt, thoſe accounted ſo by the great Gop 
himſelf, ſhall live) z the Subſtance of Things 
hoped for, the Evidence of Things not ſeen, 
Heb. xi. 1. The original Word ( 
which our Tranſlators have rendered Sub- 
ſtance, is explained in the Margin of the 
great Bible, by two other Words, Ground, 
or Confidence. From whence ariſe two dif- 
ferent Expoſitions of this firſt Part of the 
Character of Scripture-Faith, That it is the 
Sub/tance of Things boped for. The one Inter- 


pretation is, that Faith 1s the requiſite Con- 


dition of our Hope; the Baſis and Pillar on 
which it is built. Becauſe Salvation, the 
yery Thing hoped for, is propoſed only to 
Faith ; and therefore muſt ſtand or fall, 
with Reſpect to each Individual, in Pro- 
portion as he is endued or not, with this 
active Principle. The other Interpretation 
is, that Faith is a firm undoubted Perſua- 

ſion 
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fion of the Truth of thoſe Promiſes, upon 
which Hope depends, anticipating in Part, 
the Joys it expects, and giving ſome preſent 
Taſte of Satisfactions, which in their Full- 
neſs, are yet to come ; by making Men as 
certain of receiving them, as if they had 
them in Poſſeſſion. 

The formerof theſe Expoſitions of the firſt 
Part of the Character of Faith, contains no 
Abſurdity, but is well conſiſtent with the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel, and the Terms of 
everlaſting Salvation. Yet the latter ſeems 
rather to be preferred, becauſe it is the 
Senſe in which the ſame original Word is 
uſed in the third Chapter of this Epiſtle, 
Ver. 14. where the Apoſtle ſpeaks of hold- 
ing the Beginning of our (»7(@T47) Con- 
fidence, ſtedfaſt unto the End. Add to this, 
it is the Sen e to which the whole Scope 
of his Argument directly leads; fince it was 
the Confidence of Hope, which exalted 
thoſe antient Heroes to ſuſtain with admi- 
rable Patience, all Hardſhips, Miſeries, and 
Torture, and to trample on the Pride and 
Pleaſures of the World, with amazing For- 
titude. It was through the ſtrong and 
powerful Perſuaſion of a future Recom- 
pence. Moſes in particular, is propoſed, 
££ whoſe 
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whoſe Faith was ſo vigorous as to ſupply all 
the Defects of Senſe, and to enable him to 
\ endure, as even ſeeing bim that is inviſible. 
To the fame Purpoſe is that other Part, 
which compleats the Scripture Definition 
of Faith or Believing; it is the Evidence | 
of Things not ſeen. Here the Object is di- 4 
verſified and extends farther; but the Na- . 
ture and Operation of Faith is ſtill the 0 
ſame. The Evidence here ſpoken of 
is expreſſed in the Original, by the Word 
(ity y&) a Word uſed among Philoſo- 
phers, to ſignify the moſt ſtrict and certain 
Demonſtration. The Word implies, either 
that Sort of Reaſoning, which cannot de- 
ceive, but neceſſarily infers a true and infal- a 
lible Concluſion; or elſe that Conviction 1 
and Perſuaſion of the Mind, which is no | 1 
Way liable to Doubt or Heſitation. by 
From either Acceptation, the infallible 
Certainty and Aſſurance of Divine Faith, 
is equally eſtabliſhed. And though the 
Object of Faith is too ſublime for the 
Underſtanding to graſp; though incapable 
either of mathematical or experimental 
Proof. Yet, nevertheleſs, it has ſuch Evi- 
dence, as is not in Reality at all inferior; it 
gains ſuch Aſſent from the Mind, as la- 
bours 
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bours under no Uncertainty, and Triumphs 
over all Oppoſition. So ſtrong and powerful 
is the Perſuaſion ariſing from it, that no 
Truths have been embraced with ſuch 
Firmneſs, or maintained with ſuch invin- 
cible Conſtancy and Reſolution, as the 
Truths which are propoſed to our Faith “. 

If Faith then, or Believing, is truly 
defined by the inſpired Writer; in the 
one Part, The confident Perſuaſion of Things 
hoped for : There, you ſee, is the abſolute 
Engagement of the Affections of the 
Heart, and the delightful Reliance on the 
Certainty of the Things propoſed ; In the 
other Part, The Evidence of Things not ſeen, 
there is the full Conviction allo of the 
Judgment and Underſtanding. 

Another Scripture is, if poſſible, a ſtill 
ſtronger Confirmation, that the Nature of 
true Faith, is what has been deſcribed, 
Heb. xi. 13. Theſe all, viz. Abraham and 
Sarah, Ifaac and Jacob, died in Faith, not 

having 


- * If this, and nothing ſhort of this is Faith, you 
ſee the Neceflity of Praying, to be poileſſed and go- 
verned by it; and with what Kcafon, Faith is ſo often 
ſaid to be the Gift of GoD, and of his Operation, 


having received the Promiſes, but having ſeen 
them afar off, and were perſuaded of them, 
perfectly aſſured of their Reality, and em- 
braced them, 1. e. affectionately and moſt 
joyfully received them, as Things moſt ex- 
cellent and advantageous to themſelves, and 
of the higheſt Importance; which made fo 
deep an Impreſſion, and wrought fo power- 
fully on their Hearts, that though rich and 
great, and mighty, they confeſſed they were 
Strangers and Pilgrims on the Earth. 

Now it is believing in like Manner the 
Goſpel. It is this immoveable Perſuaſion, 
that the Grace, Righteouſneſs, and Sal- 
vation revealed therein, are the greateſt 
Realities; and embracing them as ſuch, 
with eager Hope, and unſhaken Confidence, 
of being brought to the full Poſſeſſion of 
them. This, and this alone, is the be- 
lieving of the Goſpel, to which the Pro- 
mile of Salvation is annexed. 

Hence obſerve, I intreat you, and take 
particular Notice, how widely and totally 
diferent true Scripture Faith, or believing 
the Goſpel is, from that worthleſs Counter- 
feit ot it, which generally paſſeth for Faith; 
and with wh ch the Multitude of nominal 
Chriſtians reſt ſatisfied. Gold does not differ 

more 
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more from Droſs, nor Weakneſs from Pow= 
er, than what Men commonly call Faith, 
from what the Word of Gop defines it 
to be. 

The common Faith which generally 
paſſes unqueſtioned and unſuſpected, is as 
old as the Memory of the Man who pro- 
feſſes it. How he came by it he cannot 
tell, but having never atheiſtically denied 
the Scripture, or derided Chriſt, he has 
been always a Believer. 

The true Faith, or believing the Goſpel, 
on the contrary, has been obtained by 
Prayer, and is acknowledged to be the Gift 
of Gop. The Time is well remembered, 
when no other Reaſon could be given, why 
ſuch and ſuch Things were believed, than 
Cuſtom and Education. The Time is re- 
membered, by every true Believer, when 
his Faith was no more than a barren Con- 
viction of his Underſtanding at moſt; a 
poor lifeleſs Aſſent to the Articles of the 
Chriſtian Creed, void of all Approbation of 
it in his own Heart, and void of all Depen- 
dance upon it, as the Thing which moſt of 
all concerned the Life of his Soul. 

But now, true Faith gives him confident 
Expectation of every Blefling promiſed in the 

Goſpel, 
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Goſpel, is the Foundation of preſent Peace 
and Joy, and exerciſes upon their proper 
and only adequate Objects, the beſt Af- 
fections of his Heart. 

The common Faith, or believing the 
Goſpel, complains not of its own Weak- 
neſs, or ſeeks for more Strength and Eſta- 
bliſhment. It leaves a Man juſt what it 
found him by natural Temper, and Diſ- 
poſition. It will ſuffer him to remain 
alas! ſtill fooliſh, deceived, diſobedient, 
ſerving divers Luſts and Pleaſures, and 
governed in the moſt abject Manner by 
worldly Hopes and Fears. Not ſo the true 
Faith. Ambition itſelf does not court 
Honour more eagerly, than this ſeeks to be 
encreaſed. It cries Day by Day to be ad- 
vanced to higher Degrees of Perfection. 
Its Property and Glory is, 1 purify the 
Heart ; to overcome the World ; to make a 
Man chi rather to ſuffer Affliction with 
the People of Gop, than to enjoy the Plea- 


ſures of Sin for a Seaſon, and to eſteem 


even the Reproach of Chriſt, greater Riches 
than the World can give. 

The Nature of true Faith or Believing, 
being thus, trom the Scripture Account of 
it, laid open: You may eaſily perceive the 

H Cauſe, 
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Cauſe, at leaſt in Part, of the general Pre- 
judice of Mankind againſt the fundamental 
Doctrine of the Scripture ; Juſtification by 
Faith only. If by this Faith is underſtood 
the bare Aſſent of the Mind, the allowing 
the Truth of the Things contained in 
Scripture, without diſpute. Nothing is fo 
falſe and diabolical as this Aſſertion. So far 
from being juſtified by /uch a Faith only, 
all the Works it can produce joined to it, 
will profit a Man nothing. Becauſe it 
wants that Affiance of Heart in God, and 
moſt unfeigned Submiſſion to his Will, 
which is the Root from which alone 
every good Work can grow. Such a Faith 
cannot be too much diſparaged, or too con- 
temptuouſly exploded, nor the certain Ruin 
of building any Hope upon it, too fre- 
quently expoſed. 
On the other Hand, when by believing 
is underſtood (as the Scriptures teach us to 
underſtand the Word) a lively, active Per- 
ſuaſion in the Mind, of the Truth of the 
Incarnation, Life, Death, and Interceſſion 
of Chriſt, for the Purpoſes declared in the 
Bible; with a moſt thankful Acceptance of 
Gop's Method of ſaving Sinners, by this 
one Mediator, the Man Chriſt Jeſus, with a 
Renun- 
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Renunciation of all other Ways and Means 
pretending to the fame End, as abſurd, in- 
jurious to GoD, and perilous to the Soul. 
In this Senſe of believing, it is not more 
plain from the Evidence of the Scripture 
that there is a Gop ; than that a the 
Promiſes of Grace and Juitification, of 
Help and Protection here, of Glory and 
Salvation hereafter, are made over to it. 

Every other Thing called Faith, whether 
it be the blaſphemous Antinomian's Boaſt, 
by which he horribly believes Gop is no 
Avenger of the Love and Practice of Sin, in 
them who pretend to ſee their Union with 
Chriit ; or whether it be the blind formal 
Phariſce's deceitful Profeſſion of Depen- 
dance on Chriſt, it is equally vile and refuſe. 
It is Nonſenſe, it is Blaſphemy, to ſuppoſe 
any Manner of Bleſſing or Grace, can be 
derived to the Soul, from a lifeleſs Opinion, 
in which the Heart has nothing to do. 

Whilſt on the other Hand, it is as plain 
from the Pſalms and the Prophets; the 
Teſtimony of the Apoſtles, and the Words 
of Chriſt himiclf, that He that believeth the 
Gel ſhall be ſaved. The Reaſon is, be- 
cauſe whoſoever believeth this with his 
Heart, will be as much deterred from 

H 2 Tranſ- 
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Tranſgreſſion and Diſobedience, by the plain 
Denunciations of Chriſt, on the Wicked 
and Hypocritical, as he is led to apply to, 
and confide in him for his promiſed Help 
and Salvation. For the whole Worfd of the 
Lord, is the Object of every true Believer's 
Faith; the Law as the Rule of Life, the 
Goſpel as the Miniſtration of Life ; every 
Commandment and Prohibition, no leſs 
than every Invitation and Promiſe of Grace. 

Now he that believeth thus ſhall be 
ſaved. No Acts of Diſobedience in Time 
paſt ſhall be laid to his Charge, fo as to 
prevent his receiving a Blefling from the 
Lord, and Righteouſneſs from the Gop 
of his Salvation. Whoever thus believeth 
ſhall be ſaved, even 2 from Ignorance 
and Error, which hides the Sinfulneſs of 
Sin, for Chriſt is made of Gop, unto him 
Light and Wiſdom ; from fearful Reflec- 
tions and Guilt of Conſcience, for Chriſt 
is his Righteouſneſs and Propitiation ; from 
the Dominion of vile Luſts and Affections, 
for Chriſt, by communicating to him of 
his own Virtue, ſhall be his Sanctification. 


And in that great and terrible Day, when 


every Hypocrite and Unbeliever, the one 
who fooliſhly imagined his notional Aſſent 
AY. Ot | * 
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to Scripture Truths, was ſaving Faith; and 
the other, who daringly publiſhed his Con- 
tempt of Gop's Word, ſhall equally find 
Rejection at the Tribunal of Wiſdom and 
Juſtice. At that Day when Millions alas! 
ſhall periſh, having found no Mediator; 
then ſhall he that believeth, find the in- 
eſtimable Worth of his Faith, jor he ſball 
be ſaved from the Wrath to come. 

That adorable and almighty Saviour, 
to whom he has fled for Refuge ; whoſe 
redeeming Grace revealed from Faith to 
Faith in the Goſpel, he has laid hold on, 
as his Hope, will not make him aſhamed. 
But compaſſed about with his Faithfulneſs 
and Truth, as with an impregnable Shield, 
he ſhall be ſafe from every Evil, and from 
every Fear. 

Beſides thus believing the Goſpel, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt requires every Man, that 
would be his Diſciple, to give a publick 
Teſtimony, in the Face of his Church, and 
the World, that he is a Sinner, ſtanding 
in abſolute Need of his purifying Blood 
and Spirit. The Corruption of Human 


Nature, that moſt offenſive Article to our 


Pride, is the Foundation of all Religion 
that cometh from above. Particular Care 
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therefore was taken under the Law, deeply 
to imprint this Truth on the Heart. Every 

arent was to behold the Blocd ſtreaming 
from his new-born Infant if a Male, and 
when only eight Days old, the Fleſh of its 
Fore-ſkin was to be circumcited, as an 
outward and viſible Sign of the Circumciſion 
of the Heart in the Spirit, by which every 
vile Luft and inordinate Affection was to 
be cut off with Smart and Pain, though 
near and dear as his own Fleſh. 

Under the Goſpel, that higheſt Diſ- 
penſation of Grace and Love, a bloody 
Ordinance would be unſeemly. Yet the 
fame fundamental Truth muſt be as forci- 
bly taught. Every one without Difference 
or Diſtinction, is required to ſubmit to 
Baptiſin, to be waſhed with Water, as an 
outward and viſible Sign of that Filthineſs 
both of Fleſh and Spirit, which cleaves to 
every Child of Adam, and of the Need 
every one has of being waſhed and cleanſed, 
and ſanciiſied, and juſtified, in the Name of 
the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our 
God, 1: Cor. vi: 11. 

That Baptiſm was appointed 2s the moſt 
ſtriking Declaration of natural and acquired 


(Guilt, is clear ſrom this Scripture. Ard 
all 
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all the People that heard John the Baptiſt, 
and the Publicans juſtified God. They con- 
feſſed the Truth of his Charge againſt 
them, as Sinners deſerving to periſh, being 
baptized with the Baptiſm of Fohn. Luke 
vii. 29, zo. But the Phariſees and Lawyers 
rejected the Counſel of God againſt themſelves, 
being not baptized. They truſted in them- 
ſelves as righteous, and would not be 
brought to own their Want of Purification, 
both inwardly and outwardly. 

Now to refuſe or deſpiſe Baptiſm, in this 
proud Prarifaic Spirit, is a deadly Evil, 
a fruſtrating the Counſel of Gop. Which 
is this, that every Soul of Man ſhould ſay, 


with that burning and ſhining Light, to 


Jeſus, I have need to be baptized of thee. 

Nay, to overlook or ſet aſide the Ordi- 
nance, under any Pretence, is a molt fla- 
grant Proof of the dreadful Effects of 
Enthufiaſm, and the blinding Power of 
Education. Lamentable is it, that any who 
can call tnemſelves Chriſtians, ſhould in- 
terpret away this Scripture Precept; and 
by magnifying the inward Operations of 
the Holy Ghoſt, flight the Ordinance of 
Water-Baptiſm. 
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Nevertheleſs where this is done through 


an erroneous Judgment; and true Faith 
in the Name of the only begotten Son of 
Gop, has its Seat in the Heart, and the 
waſhing of the Holy Ghoſt, in Conſe- 
quence of that, is experienced; we have 
a Warrant, and a moſt comfortable one 
it is, to aſſure us, that though the Hay and 
Stubble of ſuch a fooliſh Opinion ſhall 
be burnt, the Man who imbibed it, may 
yet be ſaved. Since our Lord himſelf, in a 
Manner very much to be remarked ; in a 
Manner totally oppoſite to the bigoited 
Spirit of Papiſts, and thoſe who in un- 
hallowed Rigour, adopt their Sentiment in 
this Point ; our Lord, I fay, thus Words 
the latter Clauſe of the Commiſſion he 
gave to his Apoſtles, He that believeth not 
fall be damned. Foreſeeing, poſſibly, how 
many ſimple-hearted, faithful Souls, would 
be ſeduced into this Error, not through 
contempt of Chriſtian Authority, but at- 
tachment to parental Inſtructions, he drops 
Baptiſm, and, as in all other Places, de- 
nounces Damnation only upon Unbelief. 
May the Lord grant us therefore his 
Grace, ſo perfectly and without all Doubt 
to believe in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, that our 


Faith in his Sight may never be reproved. 
S E R- 
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SERMON V. 
The great Sin of Unbelief. 


* * g h & PREPESPED n E K & * 


MARK xvi. 15, 16. 


And he faid unto them, Go ye into all the 
Mord and preach the Goſpel to every 


Creature. 
He that believeth and is baptized ſhall be 
ſaved ; but he that believeth not ſhall be 


damned. 


Part the Second. 


N conſidering the former Clauſe of the 
Text, I have already ſhown what is 


the Meaning of the Word Goſpel, 
viz, The Revelation and free Offer of 
Grace, Mercy, and Peace, from Gop the 
Father, by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in order 


d engage Sinners to repent and return to 
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him. That believing this Goſpel, implies, 
embracing it as the infinitely wiſe, holy, 
and gracious Contrivance of Gop, and 
with all Affiance of Heart, depending up- 
on it, as the only Way of Salvation. 

Now to Perſons unacquainted with the 
Enmity there is in the Minds of all fallen 
Men, againſt Gop, it muſt appear altoge- 
ther incredible, that his Goſpel, the richeſt 
Manifeſtation of his Love, ſhould be de- 
ſpiſed, or rejected by any Sinner. That 
when the offended, the highly injured Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven, ſhould humble himſelf to 
preſent a Rebel with a Pardon, and beſcech 
him to accept the Honour of being made 
his adopted Child, he ſhould be ſo daringly 
inſolent, as to fligat the proftered Grace, 
and prefer the lawleſs State of Sin, to that 
of Reconciliation with Gon. 

Nevertheleſs, Rejection of the Goſpel, 
however inexcuſable, has always been too 
frequent. Therefore, that Gop might ap- 
pear juſtified, and every one be compelled 
to ſay, nothing could have been done more 
for the Salvation of Sinners, than he hath 
done ; he hath denounced the moſt alarm- 
ing Condemnation, full of extreme Miſery 
againſt every one, who rejects this glorious. 

| and 
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and everlaſting Goſpel; fo as not to depend 
on it alone for 5aiyation, and to be faſhion- 
ed in the Manner of his Life, and the 
Tempers of his Heart, by it. He has 
powerfully-z'drcfied himſelf to the Maſter- 
Paſſion in every Mind, the Love of Self- 
Preſervation, by declaring, He that believ- 
eth not ſhall be damned. 

The pecuiiar and exceeding great Aggra- 
vations with which this Sin of Unbelief is 
chargeable, lay more concealed from com- 
mon Obizrvation, than thoſe Offences, 
which immediately injure and annoy our 
Fellow-Creatures ; and on this Account the 
peremptory Denuncaation in the Text, car- 
ries with it the Sound of an unreaſonable 
and cruel Sentence. I ſhall therefore in the 
following Diſcourſe, draw aſide the Vail 
wich hides the deteſtable Nature and Pro- 
perties of Unbelief, by proving, it is not 
in the Power of Man to commit, nor even 
in his Heart to conceive any Sin, which 
juſtly deſerves ſuch extreme Severity of 
Puniſhment. 

This will appear, by proving to you, 


I. That Unbelief. whether it breaks out 


into open Blaſphemy, or goes no farther 


than 
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than Contempt and Neglect of the Goſpel, 
caſts the fouleſt Diſhonour upon the Per- 
fections of Gop, and offers the greateſt In- 
jury to the eternal Son, and Spirit. 


II. That the only Caufes from whence 
ſuch Unbelief can ariſe, are vile, and de- 


ſparately wicked. 


III. That this Unbelief is a moſt impu- 
dent Denial of ſuch high and uncontroul- 
able Evidence, as never atteſted any paſt 
Fact, or any Doctrine, beſide the Goſpel 
of GoD. 


I. I am to prove it is not in the Heart of 
Man to conceive, much leſs in his Power 
to commit any Sin, which juſtly deſerves 
ſuch Severity of Puniſhment, as the Sin of 
not believing with the Heart, the Goſpel. 

Selfiſh to the laſt Degree, as we are by 
Nature, we meaſure the Iniquity and 
Guilt of Sins, ouly by the Injury and Vio- 
lence, which they offer unto Society, and 
to ourſelves as Parts of it. According to 
which falſe Eſtimate, the execrable Attempt 
even of Satan, and the Angels which kept 
not their firſt Eſtate of Subjection, but 
dared to levy War in Heaven againſt the 

eternal 
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eternal Majeſty, muſt paſs for a leſs Crime 
than Villainy between Man and Man. 

But be not deceived, the moſt malignant 

Property and provoking Evil in Sin itſelf, 
is the Contempt and Injury it offers to the 
adorable Attributes of Gop. 
Now judging according to this Rule, 
which cannot be diſputed, without ſaying 
that Jehovah, like the Idol of Epicurus, 
ſits in Heaven over all, abſolutely uncon- 
cerned about our Sentiments of him, or 
regard to him. Judging according to this 
Rule, there is no ſingle Species of Iniquity, 
comparable in Guilt, with that of refuſing 
to depend on, and to embrace with all Joy, 
the Goſpel. 

By this very Act, every Unbeliever treats 
the Wiſdom of Gop as Fooliſhneſs, the 
Truth of Gop as a Lie, and the higheſt 
poſſible Expreſſion of his Love, as too mean 
and contemptible to deſerve his cordial 
Regard. 

By Unbelief it is evident, you treat the 
Wiſdom of God as Fooliſhneſs. For it is 
not the Arrangement, the Beauty, and the 
perfect Harmony of the Things in this 
viſible Creation, though theſe have ex- 


cited Wonder and Admiration in every 
thinking 
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thinking Mind; been magnified by the 
deepeſt Searches of Philoſophy ; and do 
nobly diſplay the Glory of Gop, and ſhew 
his handy Work. Neither is it the over- 
ruling Appointment of his Providence 
which cares for and ſuperintends the World. 
It is not in either of theſe, which the moſt 
high Gop glories, as the Demonſtration of 
his Wiſdom. No, beyond all theſe Diſco- 
veries of that adorable Attribute, and by 
Way of Eminence, Chrilt is expreſſly called 
the WisDoM of Gop, 1 Cor. i. 24. 

In and by him manifeſt in the Fleſh, and 
through all his Undertzkings in the Cha- 
racer and Office of the Redeemer, by this 
Means it is declared, Eph. iii. 10. That 
even to the Prancipalities and Powers in 
Heavenly Places, i. e. to thoſe exalted An- 
gels who beheld and ſhouted together when 
the Foundation of che Earth was laid, the 
Goipel is revealed, 7o the Intent that unto 
them might be known the manifold Wi 
dom of God. And as infinitely delighted 
with the more abundant Diſplays of this 
Perfection in the Scheme of Redemption, 
they are faid to deſire to look into it, the 
more accurately to acquaint thcinielves with 

= 10 the 


the Things contained in the glorious Goſpel, 
1 Peter i. 12. 

Can any Thing then equal the con- 
temptful Inſult offered to the Wiſdom of 
Gop, by a wretched, ignorant, ſinful 
Worm, daring to treat that as a Matter 
of little Importance, which was planned 
with ſuch wonderful Counſel before the 
World was made ; the Expectation of it, 
kept up by a Series of the nobleſt Prophecies; 
and the Accompliſhment perfected; not by 
any created Being, but by him, who was 
with God, and was God. Nor otherwiſe 
accompliſhed by him, then by bis aſſuming 
the Form of a Servant, and dying on a Croſs. 
After ſuch a coſtly, myſterious Method 
made uſe of, to regain our Paradiſe, and 
to procure Salvation for every penitent, 
and believing Sinner. After all this, to 
have it deſpiſed as a fooliſh Contrivance, 
or overlooked as inſignificant, in Compa- 
riſon of the Things of Time, is in the 
moſt ſhocking Manner to arraign the 
Wiſdom of GOD. And if he who calls 
his Brother, who is really like himſelf, a 
Child of Ignorance and Darkneſs, Thou 
Fool, ſhall be in danger of Hell-Fire, cer- 
tainly, you who perſiſt by your Unbelief to 

call 
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call eternal Wiſdom ſo, deſerve the ſevereſt 


Puniſhment, 2. e. 4% be damned. 


But if it is a provoking Inſult, for a 
Creature ſo ignorant and fooliſh as Man, 
to ſet at nought the nobleſt Inſtance of his 
Creator's Wiſdom ; how does it increaſe the 
Sinfulneſs of ſuci a Conduct, when at the 
ſame Time it repreſents the Truth of Gop, 
as a Lie. I will ſubmit it to your own De- 
termination, whether a more hateful and 
conſummate Villain can be found, then one 
who traduces the Characters of the moſt 
ſincere, as if no Credit was to be given to 
their moſt ſolemn Promiſes. Nay, if he 
ſhould lingle out for the ſpecial Object of 
his poiſonous Slander, ſome Character in- 
finitely removed from Falthood and Difſſi- 
mulation, and make it his Buſineſs totally 
to deſtroy his Reputation in the Minds of 
others. Would you not in ſuch a Caſe 
with Indignation ſay, O 7hou falſe Tongue, 


<obat Reward ſhall be done unto thee ? even 
ſharp Arrows with hot burning Coals. 


Yet in this very Light doth the Scripture 
place before us every Unbeliever, 1 John v. 
10, 11. He that believeth on the Som of God, 
hath the Witneſs in hinfelf , he that be- 
lieveth nat God (in his Teſtimony con- 

; cerning 
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cerning Chriſt and Salvation by him alone) 
hath made him a LiaR, becauſe he be- 
lieveth not the Record, which God hath given 
of bis San. And this is the Record that God 
hath given to us eternal L:fe, and this Life 
1s in his Son. 

What Aggravation is it poſſible to add 
to the Sin of Man, after you have 1aid, 
that by it, he makes the bleſſed Gop the 
Fountain of Truth, and with whom is no 
Vari:ibleneſs, nor Shadow of Turning, to 
be that very Thing which amongſt Men, 
is moſt infamous; that by his Sin, he 
makes the bleſſed Gop a Liar? 

If fuch an Imputation is wont to kindle 
unextinquiſhable Wrath in every Breaſt, 
but that of the meek, humble Chriſtian, 
when charged upon us by our Equals ; 
knowing that to lie, implies the Abſence 
of every good Quality in the Heart, How 
hall we form any juſt Ap prchenſions of tae 
end: nous Provocation, it is to that Gop, 
Whole Name is JEALOus, to fee and 
hear himleif thus revroached, by the 
ne ect of his dear and only b<gottzn Son 
arvolt us? By tac Sight put upon his 
Gr peel, when ic cmands the moſt tharpictul 
Aft. tons of Love, and cecpelſt Reverence 


I Can 


a r 2 , = 
4 " 
= i . G I * 4 
- 
— — 1 mig » 
0 m — — = 


4. — 
N nee. 
—ͤ—ñ—ÿ — >— — — 4 


114 SERMON V. 


Can any higher Diſhonour, or more cutting 
Injury, be offered by finful Man to the 
Gop of Heaven? 

Yes, this is ſtill aggravated by the Conſi- 
deration, that it treats the higheſt Inſtance 
of Gop's Love, as unworthy of any ſuit- 
able Notice and Regard. It is written, 
God commendeth his Love to us, in that, 
when We were yet Sinners, Chriſt died for us. 
Our Creation by the Power of Good, 
our Preſervation by his Goodneſs, the 
Bounties of his Providence, and above 
all, his Long-Suffering towards us, though 
to frequently provoked to cut us off, are 
ſatis factory Proofs, that he is loving unto 
every Man, and that his Mercy reacheth 
over all. But the Inſtance, proving his 
Good-Will to Man, above all others ; prov- 
ing that he loved us, with all his Heart, 
and Mind, and Soul and Strength, 1s this, 
That he gave his only begotten Son, to the 
End that all who believe in him ſhould not 
periſh, but have everlaſting Life. John in. 16. 
| Now to fin againſt ſuch Love as this, 
to treat the Report of it, as the Device of 
Prieſtcraft, or to be no more affected with 
it, than if it was ſo, is the Exceſs of Hard- 
neſs of Heart, and the higheſt Pitch of 

Baſe- 
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Baſeneſs Ingratitude can arrive at. Does 
Gop in this moving Manner, enough to 
melt down the moſt obdurate Heart, de- 
clare the afflicting Injuries he received from 
Iſrael of old, ſaying, Hear O Heavens, and 
give Ear O Earth, for the Lord hath jpoken, 
J have nouriſhed, and brought up Children, 
and they have rebelled againſt me !. In what 
ſtronger Terms might his Complaint and 
Quarrel be urged againit thee, O Man, 
whoſoever thou art, that rejecteſt or de- 
ſpiſeſt his Goſpel. 

Hear O Heaven, and give Ear O Earth, 
might he ſay, /r a horrible Thing is come 
ta paſs. My Son, my only begotten Son, the 
Brightneſs of my Glory, the expreſs Image 
of my Perſon, have I delivered up for your 
Offences, and made a Curſe for your Sins, 
and behold you trample this my Son under your 
Feet, you count his Blood @ common Thing. 

Much of Inſoience it implies not to fall 
proſtrate in Adoration before the Revelation 
of the Wiſdom of Gop. Still greater Wick- 
edneſs of Heart, to depend on any other 
Way of Salvation, than that Wiſdom has 
provided. But the horrid Perfection of 
Iniquity, is to remain unconcerned and 
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unaffected amidſt the moſt amazing Diſplay 
of the Riches of Gop's Grace. 

Now all this, in Truth and Fact, is 
chargeable on every one, to whom the Gol- 
pel is offered by the Word of God, and 
yet is not cordially received, and moit con- 
ſcientiouſly obeyed. 

Again. He that believeth not the Goſ- 
pel, ſo as to be governed by it, and depend 


on it, with his whole Heart, offers the ut- 
moſt Indignity and Affront to Gop the Son. 


It 1s written, though he was rich, 1. e. 
poſſeſſed of all the Gloties of proper Di- 
vinity, et jor our Sakes he became poor. 
He was afflicted and he was oppreſſed; 
no Sorrow was like unto his Sorrow, they 
bufteted, ſpit upon, mocked, ſcourged, and 
cructhed him. All the Motive and Induce- 
ment, which led him to endure theſe 
Things, was the Joy of making Recon- 
ciliation for Iniquity, of opening a Door 
of Hope, and Accels to Gop, which his 
Juſtice and Purity muſt have eternally 
forbid, had not Chriſt ſuffered the Fuft jor 
the Unjuſt, bearing their Sins in his own 
Body cn the Tree, No additional Honours 
could be offered to himſelf, who enjoyed 
equal Glory with the Father before. the 

World 
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World was, to lead him to undertake for 
us: It was the joyous Proſpect, that his 
Goſpel would be received by many, not in 


Word, but in Power; that he ſhould ſec 
the Travel of his Soul in the eternal Salva- 


tion of Sinners, who by this Means would 


be made meet for Heaven; that he ſhould 
ſee this and be ſatisfied. 

But in every particular Inſtance, where 
the contrary happens ; in the Caſe of every 
Unbehever, who either caſts out his Goſ- 
pel, with blaſphemous Revilings, or only 
honours it with hypocritical Profeſſions; 
there the Son of Gop ſees all his Deſigns 
of Love fruſtrated : His Agony and Bloody 
Sweat; his Croſs and Paſſion, profiting no- 
thing. 

Such Contempt or Neglect of his Death 
and Mediation, loudly proclaim, he might 
as well have ſat in Heaven for ever, and 
never humbled himſelf to interpoſe in our 
Behalf. Since without his Undertakings, 
we might fare as well, and obtain as much 
of Mercy, as we deſire. 

The violent Provocation, which ſuch a 
Diſpoſition towards the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


gives, is emphatically ſet forth in this ſtrik- 


ing Light, Heb. vi. 6. Who cruciſ to tbem- 
13 ſelves 
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us SERMON v. 
ſelvet the Son of Ged afreſh, and (as far as 


in them lies) put him to an open Shame. 

Since all the Glory, and the Excellence, 
nay the very Fitneſs and the Wiſdom of his 
Undert:kipgs, is utterly denied, unleſs the 
Goſpel is received with all Thankfulneſs, 
aud truſted in with all Confidence, as the 
ſuie Foundation of a Sinner's Hope, and 
Peace with Gon. 

Once more, he that hath the Goſpel of- 
fered to him, and rejects or overlooks it, 
does the higheſt Deſpite to Gop the Holy 
Ghoſt... 

The moſt ſevere Condemnation, which 
St. Stephen charged upon the Perſons, who 
were the very Murderers of the Lord of 
Life and Glory, was this; Ye ftiff-neckted 
aud niucircumciſed in Heart, and Ears, ye 
do always refiji the Holy Ghoſt, Acts vii. 51. 
Who hath ſpoken in and by the Servants 
and Prophets of Gop. The very fame Charge 
Manas againſt every Unbeliever. You do de- 
ſpite to the Spirit. For the great Office and 
Employment he is engaged in on Earth, is 
to take of the Things which are Chriſt's, John 
Xvii. 15. Which relate to his Perſon, Cha- 
rater, and Kingdom; and ſhew them unto 
Men, To diicover their Excellence in fo 
aflecting 
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affecting a Manner, that they may enter- 
tain more exalted and worthy Thoughts of 
Chriſt. To ſet at nought therefore his 
Goſpel ; to be too much engaged in Buſi- 
neſs or Pleaſures ; to ſeek after the Know- 
ledge of its Truth, is directly oppoſing that 
eternal and ever bleſſed Spirit, who is ſent 
by the Son, into our World, to magnify 
his Name and his Goſpel above all Things. 

Attend duly to theſe Declarations, which 
are frequent in the Scripture, and you will 
own it is a juſt and righteous Thing, to 
denounce Damnation upon every one who 
hath this Goſpel propoſed to him ; and 
by avowed Rejection, or manifeſt Neglect, 
plainly proves he doth not believe it. 

This will appear more evident, by prov- 
ing, 

II. How exceedingly baſe and vile, the 
only aſſignable Cauſes of Contempt towards 
the bleſſed Goſpel are. 

Theſe are, and can only be, Pride of 
Underſtanding, or Senſuality of Heart. And 
can any Thing be more unpardonable than 
to plead either of them, in Excuſe for mak- 
ing of none Effect, the whole Counſel of 
Gon, 

f I 4, With 
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With reſpect to the firſt, is it at all 
agreeable to Reaſon, that the Underſtand- 
ing of an ignorant, corrupted Creature, 
ſhould be fixed as the Standard, to mcaſure 
Truth? Or when Gop declares his Mind, 
that ſuch a one ſhould riſe up againſt him, 
and fay, I know not how theſe Things can 
be? Therefore your Authority is no ſuffi- 
cient Reaſon for me to believe them. Can 
Arrogance itſelf go farther, than to exalt 
itſelf above the Omniſcient, rejudge his 
Maker, and be the God of Gop ? 

This would be true, were you innocent 
before Gop. But when you are guilty of 
Rebellion againſt his Government and moſt 

Joly Law, to quarrel at the Terms, which 

nothing but amazing Grace could offer; 
this is, to repeat your Crime, and more 
deeply lay open the Pride that is in you. 
For what Reverence in the leaſt Degree can 
you have for Gop, if you will not allow 
his own Word, without all Controverſy, to 
be true, in what it declares is worthy of 
all Acceptation ? 

It you will believe only what 1s de- 
4 monſtrated to you,” ſays that original 
Writer, Lord Bacon, in his Book of the 
Advancement of Learning, “ You pay no 

© more 
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te more Deference to the MajesTyY of Gop 
« in this Act, than you would to the moſt 
«© notorious Liar. For this is certain, 
„ whatever Suſpicion you might have of 
“ him, and his Veracity, you could not 
« with-hold your Aſſent from what you 
« ſaw, or what forced itſelf on your No- 
ce tice, When is it then,” ſaith this maſ- 
terly Writer, © That I can give Glory to 
« Gor, by my Underſtanding ?'” He an- 
ſwers, © When, upon his ated Word, I 
* believe what no one can explain; and 
« embrace with my Heart, the Myſteries 
te he propoſes as the Object of my Faith.” 

The ſame Determination we have from 
that Man of Argument, and molt conclu- 
ſive Reaſoner, the illuſtrious Chillingworth. 
In the fixth Chapter of his immortal De- 
fence of the Reformation, and the fifty- 
ſixth Section, he ſpeaks thus: 

« Propoſe me any Thing out of the 
„ BIETE, and require whether I believe it 
*« or no; and. ſcem it ever ſo incomprehen- 
« fible to human Reaſon, I will ſubſcribe 
1c it, with Hand and Heart, as knowing 
* no Demorn/t-ation can be ſtronger than 
e this, GOD hath faid fo, therefore it is 
e true.” 
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If it is reaſoning Pride, therefore, which 
leads you to deſpiſe the great Myſtery of 
Godlineſs, which is the Subject- matter of 
the Goſpel ; the Cauſe, initead of exte- 
nuating the Guilt of Unbelief, abundantly 
increaſes it: For what can be more crimi- 
nal, than not to acquieſce in what Gop 
has atteſted to be his own Revelation ; be- 
cauſe, forſooth, you a Worm of the Earth, 
brutiſh in Underſtanding, and born as the 
wild Aſſes Colt, cannot reconcile every Part 
of this Revelation, with your Ideas of what 
is fit for him to real ? 

But in almoſt every Caſe, where the 
| Goſpel is rejected, or overlooked, though 
the Diſguſt and Offence, which Reaſon 
takes at it, is the plauſible Pretence : The 
Underſtanding is but the Dupe of ſome 
vile Affection; and the real Cauſe of Un- 
belief, 1s Senſuality of Heart, and Love of 
the World. This is frequently declared in 
his Scriptures, from whom no Secrets are 
hid. I will direct you to two compleat and 
awful Proofs of this Point. 

The Lord Jeſus Chriſt accounts in this 
Manner, for all the Oppoſition and Enmity 
he met with, from thoſe who with their own 
Eyes faw thoſe very Miracles; the authentic 

Relation 
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Relation of which, was to be a moſt ſure 


Foundation of depending upon him as the 


Chriſt, the Son of God, to the End of the 
World. This People's HEARTS are vdr d 
groſs, they are become earthly, and ſenſual] 
in their Affections, and their Ears are dull 
of Hearing, and their Eyes have they cloſed, 
leaſt at any Time, they ſhouts jee with their 
Eyes, and hear with their Ears, and ſhould 
underſtand with their Hearts, and ſhould be 
converted, and I ſhould heal them, 1. e. Their 
Ignorance, and Unbelief, is altogether vo- 
luntary and choſen ; they hate to ve reform- 
ed, and therefore will not receive my Goſ- 
pel. The other Proof is, 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 
But if our Goſpel be hid, if where it is 
preached and eſtabliſhed upon its proper 


Evidences, the Wiſdom, Beauty and Glory 


of it, are not perceived, it is hid to them 
that are loſt. Loft, to the Love of what is 
excellent and profitable to all Men ; and if 
they continue in this Unbelief, loſt for 
ever. 1n whom the God of this World hath 
blinded the Minds of them that believe not, 
leaſt the Tight of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, 
who is the Image of God, ſhould ſhine unto 
them. 


Here 
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Here you ſee the real Cauſe, however 
gilded over with fine Pretences; the real 
Cauſe of all Contempt of the Goſpel, or 
Indifference to it, is declared to be a world- 
ly, ſenſual Heart; which Satan taking Ad- 
vantage of, ſtill more and more darkens 
in its Apprehenſions of Gop, and of all 
ſpiritual Truth. 

In further Proof of this, conſider what 
receiving the Goſpel entitles every ſincere 
Believer to, and then you will acknowledge 
it is fo much tor a Man's Intere/t, that no- 
thing but the moſt violent Love to the Gain 
or Pleaſures of Sin, can make him ſtand out. 

To as many as received him, to them gave he 
Pazoer to become the Sons of God, John 1. 12. 
The Privileges of which near and dear Re- 
lation, are briefly theſe ; ſuch Acceſs with 
Confidence in Prayer, to the high and loſty 
One, that inhabiteth Eternity,' as Children 
have to their tender Parents ; a reviving 
Senſe, that for Chriſt's Sake he hath for- 
given you. Daily Supplies of Strength to 
overcome inbred Luſts, and to ſtand firm 
in the Path of Duty, and advance to far- 
ther Attainments in Grace. An Aſſurance 
from the moſt true Promiſe of Gop, of his 
Almighty Defence, all the J ime of your 

| Warlare; 
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Warfare; and when that is ended, ever- 
laſting Triumph with the Armies of Hea- 
ven, in the Preſence of your great Leader 
and Commander. 

To partake of theſe Privileges which ic. 
tinguiſh and exalt the Sons of God, above 
all the Reſt of the Children of Men, is in- 
ſeparably connected with a ſincere Belief 
of the Goſpel. Whilſt no uſeleſs Pen- 
nances are impoicd, no rigorous Self-denial 
enjoined, no Renunciation of any Pleaſures 
of Life, but {uch as debauch the Soul ; or 
of any Conformity to the World, but ſuch 
as cither totally Keeps Eternity out of Sight, 
or will make you careleſs and trifling about 
your unchangeable Condition in it. 

When it is therefore ſo evidently for your 
preſent and future Advantage, to be really 
a Believer of tae Golpel, there can be no 
other Reaſon for neglecting and deſpiſing it, 
but Pride and Seniuality. That Pride, which 
ſpurns 2 Dictator, though it be even Gop 
hinneH, or which hates to be ſo great a 
Debtor, to the Grace of a Saviour, as the 
Goſpe: c apels Every oue to CONIcls and feel 
himſeif: 'O; chat Seuſuality, which head- 
ſtrong and HAwlls Cris, out, come on, let 
us enjoy oatlelycs, "WE are they that ougnt 
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126 8 ERM ON V. 
to indulge, and take our Fill of Pleaſure, 
who is Lord over us ? 

Now judge, whether either of theſe 
Cauſes of Unbelief muſt not be as hateful 
in the Sight of Gop, as the loathſome 
Offspring it brings forth ? Whether it is not 
the worſt of Aggravations of the Sin of 
deſpiſing and overlooking the Gofpel ; only 
becauſe there is too much Pride in the 
Heart, to ſubmit to be ſaved by Grace 
through Faith ; or ſuch a more than beſtial 
Love of Voluptuouſneſs, as to make you 
ſtrive with your Maker, and ſet his Laws 
at open Defiance. 

Laſtly, This terrible Doom 1s with the 
greateſt Juſtice and Equity denounced 
againſt you, if you believe not the Goipcl, 
becauſe Gop himſelt hath atteſted it with 
inch high and uncontroulable Evidence. 
It is not to be ſup;;oſed, that a Scheme, in 
which all the Perfections, and the Glory 
of each of the Perſons in the Gop-Head, 
are fo fully diſplayed, ſhould yet be left in 
any Part of Time, like a deſerted Infant, 
deſtitute of moſt credible and numerous 
Witneſſes, to prove from whom it reccived 
its Being. Were you 0 on afied to try them 
to tHelk” full Extent, you "would preſe:: ly 

find 
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find far ſtronger Evidences that the Goſpel 
is of Gop, than for the Truth of any 
Thing you have not ſeen with your own 
Eyes, and your own Hands have handled. 
Who can deny either the Eſtabliſhment 
of the Goſpel in Parts of the World moſt 
remote, from the Place where the Com- 
miſſion in the Text was given ? Or that 
this Eſtabliſhment was obtained without 
any human Means ; without the infernal 
Aid of Perſecution's Sword; or the cor- 
rupting Influence of the Smiles and Favours 
of Power ? Who can find in the Annals 
of Hiſtory from the Creation to the preſent 
Day, an Event like unto this ? No ſooner 
was the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from Hea- 
ven to empower the deſpiſed, impotent 
Apoſtles, to diſciple the Nations, which 
the Lord has ſo dearly purchaſed with his 
Blood : Then as if the Deſtroyer of the 
Gentiles was on his Way to make Lands 
deſolate, and lay waſte Cities without an 
Inhabitant : The Heathen furiouſly raged 
together, and the Rulers took Counſel 
againſt it, to ſtifle it in its very Birth. 
But behold it maintains itſelf againſt a 
World in Arms! Behold it triumphs, it 
ſpreads, 
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ſpreads, at length Kings bow down before 


it, and Nations to this Hour acknowledge 
and adore it, as the great Power of GO 
unto Salvation ! 

But if the preſent Eſtabiiſhment of the 
Golpel, when conſidered in all its Cir- 
cuniſtances, ſo {fully proves it to be of Gop, 
the preſent Condition of its firſt, and ſtill 
implacable Foes, adds conſiderably to the 
Evidence. Alk any of the diſgraced, the 
baniſhed Tribes of Iſrael, who by an In- 
terpoſition of Providence continually mi- 
raculous, remain a People diſtinct from all 
the World, without a King, an Altar, or 
a Country! Atk any one of them what 
they think of that Jeſus of. Nazareth, the 
God oi the Chrittians ? They will anſwer 
one and all, that he was hanged for that 
very Article we maintain as the Glory of 
our Holy Faith, for making himiclf equal 
vith Gop. This has been received from 
the invariable Tradition of their Fathers, 
till you may trace it up to thoſe very Men, 
wao not knowing what they did, criea out, 
Cructijy Liu, cruciſy bim, Lis Blood be upon 
us, and upon our Children. 

Very few indeed, not one in a Thouſand 
of bold, infidel Biaſphemers, have examined 


the 
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the Evidences for the Truth of the Goſpel; 
nor taken Pains to qualify themſelves, to 
comprehend the total Amount of it, any 
more than a Day-Labourer is fitted to cal- 
culate an Eclipſe. Therefore the Sin of de- 
ſpiſing it unexamined, 1s the greater. But 
to every Man open to Conviction, there 
is the higheſt Proof of the Truth of the 
Goſpel level to every, the meaneſt Capacity. 
any Man will do his Will, he ſhall know 
of the Doctrine whether it be of God, or 
whether I ſpeak of myſelf, John vii. 17. 
What greater Proof can be given, that it 
came from Go, then that it really produces 
the very ſame Change in the Heart, which 
from its firſt Riſe, through its whole Pro- 
greſs, is deſcribed in the Word of Gop. 
The Goſpel commends itſelf to us as 
the proper and only efficacious CURE, which 
Gop hath appointed for the various Diſ- 
eaſes of the Soul. It addreſſes us as Creatures 
in extreme Need of a Phyſician; ſwoln with 
Pride, burning with feveriſh Luſts, the whole 
Head ſick, and the whole Heart faint; 
and for this Cauſe troubled with an evil 
Conſcience, and afraid of Death and Judg- 
ment. The Goſpel engages that all theſe 


Complaints and moſt dangerous Symptoms 
K ſhall 
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ſhall be removed, that you ſhall have Peace 
with Gop, and with yourſelf, be made 
temperate in all your Affections, be en- 
dued with a new Heart, and a new Spi- 
rit, provided only, you will uſe the Helps 
and live in the Regimen it preſcribes. If 
you will call upon the Name of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, on whom Gop hath laid your 
Help, and look up to him for Healing and 
Strength, who is ſet forth as able and will- 
ing to ſave that which 1s loſt. 

The never-failing Succeſs of the Goſpel 
in giving this Aſſurance of its Truth not 
to be ſhaken, has been remarkably ſeen, 
in Times of Diſtreſs and Perſecution for 
the Faith. Then, when many lettered 
Clerks, highly famed for Knowledge, and 
Writers in Defence of the Truth of 
Chriſtianity, have drank down the nauſeous 
Dregs of Superſtition, and through Fear of 
Death belied their better Judgment. Even 
then, conforming to the Advice they have 
heard out of the bleſſed Book of Gop, but 
could not ſo much as read: And finding it 
mighty in its Operations, to make them holy 
and happy, to change their Wrath and Pee- 
v Uhneſs 1 into Gentleneſs and peaceful. Reſig- 

e nation, 
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nation, their Ignorance of themſelves, the 
World, and Gop, into a moſt uſeful and 
ſolid Knowledge, have gladly embraced a 


Stake, ſooner than a Recantation ; and un- 


der all the Ignominy and Torture of Blaſ- 
phemers of the Truth of Gop, have tri- 
umphed in the Flames to confirm it. 

Now you are commanded to make this 
Experiment ; to do what the Goſpel plainly 
declares to be the Will of Gop, and then 
no leſs aſſuredly will you know the Truth 
of it, then you do the Excellency of ſonie 
ſpecific Medicine, when it performs for 
your Body, all it pretends to, nay all you 
can with. 

To deſpiſe therefore and neglect the Goſ- 
pel, when it comes recommended with ſuch 
ſtrong, ſuch fingular Evidence, and chal- 
lenging the Trial of Experience, is a high 
and additional Aggravation of Guilt. 

Let us now then ſum up the whole 


Charge, which ſtands againſt you, if you 


neglect and deſpiſe the Goſpel. 

By this you reproach the Wiſdom of Gop 
the Father, as Fooliſhneſs, treat his Truth 
as a Lie, and after your hardened and 
impenitent Heart, deſpiſe the higheſt In- 
france of his Love. You ſet at nought 
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the Agony and Bloody Sweat, the Croſs 
and Sufferings of Gop the Son; which 
with equal Love and Grief he endured for 
you. You grieve and reſiſt Gop the Holy 
Ghoſt, given to be the Comforter of the 
Church, and to ſeal every Member of it, 
to the Day of Redemption. All this you 
do, only for the Sake of gratifying your 
Pride, and living according to your own 
corrupted Will. All this you do, notwith- 
ſtanding Gop ſends his Goſpel to you, with 
undeniable Evidences, it is his Truth and 
no Lie ; notwithſtanding he commands and 
intreats you to believe it, and peremptorily 
aſſures you, it is at the Peril of your im- 
mortal Soul, to do otherwiſe. 
Can a heavier Charge, than this, be 
brought againſt a ſinful Man ? Is it need- 
ful, in order to make his Guilt appear wor- 
thy of Damnation ; that beſides the Sin of 
Unbelicf, he ſhould have that of being ob- 
noxious and injurious to his Fellow-Crea- 
tures alſo? Was he to love and practiſe 
every Iniquity, the World, the Fleſh, or 
the Devil, could prompt to, could he offer 
a greater Contetapt and Inſult to Gop the 
Judge of All ? 


Look 
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Look upon Unbelief, in this ſcriptural 


Repreſentation of its Nature, and you will 


abhor it, as you do Murder. Look upon 
it in this Light, and you will ſee that no 
Honeſty, Sobriety, Humanity and Benevo- 
lence, even ſuppoſing, they were united 
and poſſeſſed in the moſt perfect Manner, 
deſerve any Eſteem, or can turn away 
Wrath, hit the Goſpel is nelected and 
deſpiſed. 

When you hear it ſaid therefore (as to 
the Shame of a Chriſtian Land, it too of- 
ten is faid) ſuch a Perſon is a moſt good- 
natured, worthy Creature, charitable to 
the Poor, and courteous to all : But as for 
Faith, and Grace, the Knowledge and Love 
of the Goſpel, he troubles himſelf not about 
ſuch Matters. When you hear theſe trea- 
ſonous Speeches againſt the Goſpel, you 
mult be yourſelf ſadly infected with Unbe- 
lief, if you do not openly declare (or want- 
ing the undaunted Spirit of an eſtabliſhed 
Chriſtian) if you do not in your Heart in- 
ſtantly reply, He that believeth not, robs 
the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, of 
their Honour and Glory ; he that believeth 
not, is a molt inſolent, ungrateful, deteſta- 
ble Sinner in his Sight; He that believeth 
not ſhall be damned. 
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Fot ſuppoſe a Man even compleat in the 
Diſcharge of all relative Duties, an affec- 
tionate Father, a tender Huſband, a gene- 
rous Maſter, uncorrupted by the Frauds of 
Trade and Merchandize; yet cannot all 
this excuſe him from being a rebellious 
and provoking Sinner; when nevertheleſs, 
he pours Contempt on his Creator, Re- 
deemer, and Sanctifier? If you think this 
the raſh Aſſertion of a hot-brained Zealot, 
try whether it is not the univerſal Senſe of 
Mankind, wherever their own Honour and 
Authority are ſtruck at. 

Have you in your Houſhold, a Servant, 
kind, and ſweet-tempered, and beloved by 
all his Fellow-Servants; will you accept this 
as any Compenſation for defrauding you of 
your Property, or for gainſaying your juſt 
Commands ? Will his sociAL Qualities for 
which he is admired by his Equals, atone 
for his Infolence towards his Superior ? Or 
could you bear to hear ſuch an audacious 
Fellow, plead the Unreaſonableneſs of your 
Reſentment againſt him, ſince he had the 
good Word, and the good Will of all his 
Fellow-Servants ? Now the great Gop has 
put this very Caſe, If I be a Maſter, 
where is my Fear, faith the Lord of Hoſts, 

Mal. 
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Mal. i. 6. Where indeed, whilſt his Wiſ- 
dom, Truth, and Mercy, his well-beloved 
Son, and eternal Spirit are overlooked and 
deſpiſed ? Was the Gop of Wiſdom and of 
Truth, more fooliſh, and more falſe than 
we ourſelves are; yea, more indifferent to 
our Welfare, than we are to his Glory, he 
could not be more abuſed, or worſe treated 
than he is by every one, that lightly eſteems 


his Goſpel. 
It is therefore a Truth, which like every 


other Truth in the Bible, hath its Founda- 
tion in ſtricteſt Juſtice and Equity; that he 
that believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee 
Life, but the Wrath of Gop abideth on 
him, or as it is expreſſed in the Text, he 
that believeth not the Goſpel, ſhall be 


damned. 
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SER MON VI. 
The dreadful End of Unbeliet. 


PRELLPL LP PLDPEEPERPEPDDD 


MARK Xvi. 15, 16. 


And he faid unto them, go ye into all the 
World, and preach the Goſpel to every 
Creature. 

He that believeth and is baptized ſhall be 
ſaved, but he that believeth not ſhail be 
damned. 


Part the Third. 


'T HE Nature of the Goſpel, and of 

the true Faith in it ; the Benefits 
obtained by it, and the extreme 
Guilt of rejecting, or overlooking it, have 
been diſtinctly laid before you. To con- 
clude the Subject, and more effectually ex- 
cite inꝰmyſelf and you, a juſt Dread of this 
orcateſt of all Sins: I ſhall, 


I. Endea- 
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I. Endeavour to lay open that Fullneſs 
of Puniſhment, which moſt deſervedly 
will be executed on every Unbehever. 


II. Preſs the Neceſſity of examining 
yourſelf, whether you be in the Faith. 


III. Bring to your Remembrance ſome 
Evidences, by which you may prove your 
Faith to be true and ſcriptural ; and there- 
fore, ſuch as will ſave you from the moſt 
miſerable Doom of Unbelievers. 


T. Then I am to endeavour to lay open 
that Fullneſs of Puniſhment, which we are 
aſſured of Gon, is to be the dreadful End 
of all Unbelievers. He that believeth not 
ſhall be damned, i. e. Every Man, whether 
rich or poor, learned or 1gnorant, pro- 
fligate or decent in his Manners, who 
hath the Goſpel propo:ed to him, and yet 
departs out of this Life, trifling with it, 
and neglecting it, for the Sake of worldly 
Buſineſs or Pleaſure ; whoſoever he is, he 
ſhall feel a Judgment worthy of that Gop, 
who is jealous of his Honour ; who has 


tried every mild and loving Method to fave 
his 


4 
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his Soul alive, and ſtill been requited to the 
laſt, only with Contempt and Rebellion. 
He ſhall be damned. 

The exceeding great and eternal Weight 
of Miſery, which this Doom implies, the 
fame Book of Gon which threatens it, 
does ſufficiently explain. And in order to 
awaken in you a juſt Degree of Care and 
Sollicitude to avoid it, by ſeeking diligently 
in Prayer, the Gift of true Faith, if you 
have it not already; and the more abun- 
dant Confirmation and Increaſe of it, if 
you have; I ſhall lay before you, four 
{ſeveral Repreſentations of this Miſery, given 
by Gop himſelf : So that no Man may de- 
ſpiſe what is ſaid on this Subject, without 
deſpiſing the awful Declarations of his 
Maker and Judge. 

The firit Particular then you are to 
take Notice of, as conſtituting Part of the 
Miſery of the Damned, is the Knowledge 
of the compleat and exquiſite Happineſs 
enjoyed by Men once of the ſame Pro- 
feſſion and Employment with themſelves; 
equally depraved by Nature; encompaſſed 
with the ſame powerful Enemies ; and ex- 
poſed to the ſame ſeducing Temptations ; 


who yet overcame by the Blood of the Lamb, 
and 
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and the Word of his Teſtimony : Whilſt they 
themſelves are cut off from any Share in 
this Bliſs. The Foundation of this Aſſer- 
tion, is written, Luke xiii. 28. There ſhall 
be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth, when ye 
ſhall ſee Abraham, and Jſaac, and Facob, 
and all the Prophets in the Kingdom of God, 
and you yourſelves thruſt out. 

Fond of Honour, and infinitely eager to 
ſhare in Gratifications highly pleaſurable 
and joyous ; how afflicting, and diſtreſsful, 
judge you, is it to be debarred from them. 
Even here, when on ſome moſt extraor- 
dinary Occaſion, there is a general Aſſem- 
blage of the Mighty and Noble ; a ſtudied 
Proviſion of ſweeteſt Sounds to charm the 
Ear; of richeſt Dreſſes to pleaſe the Eye; 
of luxurious Meats and Drinks to gratify 
the Palate ; a Collection of all at once, that 
can raviſh the carnal Mind : What a 
painful Puniſhment is it, not to be allowed 
the Privilege of Admiſſion to ſuch Scenes 
of Pleaſure and Delight ? Eſpecially when 
your Condition and Rank in Life entitles 
you to this great Privilege, and you ſtand 
excluded only through the Infamy of your 
Character; which is become ſo great, that 

"1 > BI 


2 7 
_— 
£5 
* > 
"4 
if 
1 
i- ol 
— 
% 

A 
. 
LIES. >. 


140 SERMON VI. 


no Perſon of Honour or Worth, will ier 
you in their Company. 

Now this is the very Idea and Image 
our Lord and Judge ſets before us, to help 
our Conception of the Miſery of the damn- 
ed. He tells us they ſhall ſee all the holy 
Men, and faithful Servants of Gop, tri- 
umphing amicſt the exalted Honours, and 
glorious Delights of the heavenly World. 
The Sight ſhall inſtantly create an infinite 
Deſire to ſhare in them. And knowing 
they are enjoyed by Men, once of like 
Paſſions with themſelves, and once Par- 
takers of Fleſh and Blood, they ſhall ofter 
for Admiſſion: But as Perſons, whole very 
Preſence would utterly Diſgrace the whole 
Aſſembly ; whoſe Behaviour and Spirit of 
Mind, would inſufferably offend and ſhock 
every Child of Gop : Inſtead of finding 
Admiſſion, they ſhall be thruſt out with 
Violence and Indignation, ſeparated to the 
greateſt Diſtance from that Happineſs they 
behold altogether lovely, and therefore moſt 
impatiently cov-t. Their Diſappointment, 
therefore, our Lord foretells, ſhall fill them 
with the Rage of Grief, and the Torments 
of Envy. There ſball be weeping and gnoſb- 
ing of Teeth. 


But 
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But this Excluſion from the Joys and 
Triumphs of the whole Company of Hea- 
ven, might be endured with more Eaſe 
and Patience, if thoſe Spirits, who are the 
deſtined and everlaſting Afﬀociates of the 
Damned, were of more amiable Quality 
and Diſpoſition. But alas ! They are con- 
fined with thoſe, and none but thoſe, who 
are a Plague and Torment to all about 
them. Would not any Man of a good 
Mind, chooſe ſtrangling rather than Lite, 
was he to paſs the Remainder of his Days 
amongſt the Felons of a common Jail? 
Was he to be continually in the midſt of 
Hunger, Wrath, Clamour, Bitterneſs and 
Malice; amongſt a Set of Criminals fiercely 
raging againſt each other, when their mi- 
ſerable Condition called aloud for mutual 
Compaſſion. Yet worſe than this is the 
deſtined End of the Soul which dies in Un- 
belief. It muſt take up its Abode with 
the innumerable Multitude, whom Gop at 
length has given over to a reprobate Mind ; 
who are become a Thouſand- fold more the 
Children of Hell, tian te worſt of Men 
appeared to be on this Size: the Grave. In 
that wide- extended Prin, where not the 
leaſt Degree of reſtrainin;, Grace ever comes, 
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where is the total Abſence of every good 
Quality, and all that is Evil, ſtrengthening 
and encreaſing. 

This Repreſentation of the miſerable End 
of the Unbelieving and Diſobedient, is con- 
tained in the following Scriptures. The 
Wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, and all the 
People that forget God, Pſalm ix. 17. The 
Son of Man ſhall ſend forth his Angels, and 
they ſhall gather out of this Kingdom, all 
Things that offend, and them which do Ini- 
quity, and ſhall fever the Wick ED from 
among the Fuſt, Mat. xiii. 14. For without 
(without the Gates of Heaven) are Dogs 
and Sorcerers, and Whoremongers, and Mur- 
derers, and Idolaters, and whoſoever loveth 
and maketh a Lie. Rev. xxii. 15. 

From theſe plain and ſtrong Teſtimonies, 
it is undeniable, that the Soul which is 
damned, ſhall have no better, or more 
noble-minded Companions, than thoſe who 


were the very Filth and Off-ſcouring of the 


moral World, whoſe Pride, Rage, and 
Malice, mutual Reproach, and mutual 
Revenge, render them the ſhocking Exe- 


cutioners of Almighty Vengeance, on each 
other. 


Let 
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Yet even in the midſt of ſuch execrable 
Spirits, it would be a conſiderable Miti- 
gation of Puniſhment, was there any De- 
gree of Peace and Self- complacency in a 
Man's own Breaſt. But there is no Peace, 
faith my God, to the Wicked. Even here 
when they look into themſelves, though in 
the midſt of Vanity and Pleaſure, They are 
like the troubled Sea, whoſe Waters caſt forth 
Mire and Dirt. 

What then muſt be the Feelings of Con- 

ſcience, when it is all Ear to hear the in- 
numerable heavy Charges, an immortal 
Memory, will too eaſily furniſh againſt it. 
A ſelf- accuſing Conſcience has made many 
even here, Spectacles of Miſery, howling 
upon their Beds under a Senſe of the Pu- 
niſhment juſtly due to their Sins. And yet 
the fierceſt Accuſations of Conſcience now 
muſt be very taint and dull, in Compari- 
ſon of what the Soul that 1s loſt muſt feel, 
for here is but the Beginning either of ſpi- 
ritual Grief and Joy, of Hell or Heaven. 
It doth not yet appear what the Sinner or 
the Saint ſhall be. 

Yet this is certain, that when the ac- 
tual Loſs of eternal Happineſs, and the 
actual Feelings of its oppoſite Miſery, a- 

| wakens 
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wakens the Senſibility of Conſcience to the 
utmoſt, no Torment can be imagined more 
extreme. 

Oh ! moſt wretched State! to be per- 
petually ſelf- condemned, in the midſt of 
Anguiſh to know it is all ſelf- produced, the 
Fruit of my own hideous Choice, the un- 
avoidable Effect of refuſing to hear him that 
ſpeaketh from Heaven. 

We cannot be enabled better to conceive 
the deep Anguiſh of ſuch Reflections, then 
by the Image our Lord has choſe for this 
Purpoſe, when he fays, Mark ix. 44. I. 
Hell their WoRM drzeth not. Their own 
Conſcience occaſions a Pain, like a Worm 
gnawing the moſt ſenſible Part of the hu- 
man Frame, and never ceaſing to vex and 
to corrode it. 

The laſt Image more frequently made 
uſe of by him, then all that have been 
mentioned, in order to ſet forth the Miſery 
of the Damned, is moſt terrible. Gop 
knew how very lightly many would regard 
the Threatning, that they ſhould have no 
Place amongſt the Saints, whoſe Ways 
and Manners appear to favour much of 
Abſurdity and Fooliſhneſs in their moſt 
corrupted Judgment. He knew, that the 

'] hreat- 
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threatening of Confinement with all the 
wicked and abominable Workers of Iniqui- 
ty, would but little affect them, who have 
not their Eyes now opened to fee, how tor- 
menting ſuch Companions muſt prove, 
when all thoſe Reſtraints which curb their 
evil Principles in this Life, are removed 
in Eternity. And as for the Laſhes of an 
accuſing Conſcience, he knew the Bulk 
of Mankind would have very faint Con- 


ceptions of the Pain they inflict, till they 


had themſelves endured them, by the Spi- 
rit of God, convincing them of Sin. 
Gop has therefore choſen an Image, 
which ſtrikes upon our Senſes, with the 
greateſt Force. That moſt amazing Element 
of Fire, one ſingle Spark of which reſting 
upon the Fleth, gives the moſt raging Pain, 
and whoſe devouring Power when ever it 
gets Dominion, is confeſſedly moſt dreadful: 
That Element is choſen, to repreſent the 
Miſeries, coming upon the Unbelieving and 


Diſobedient. The Wicked, faith our Lord 


and Judge, /ball be caſt into a Furnace of 


Fire. Mat. xiii. 42 Depart from me, ye 
Curſed, into everlaſumg Fire. Mat. xxv. 41. 
And to anſwer the popular Objection, a- 


Ong from the-conceived Impoſſibility of 
| L dwelling 
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dwelling in the Fire, our Lord declares, 
Mark ix. 49. Every Sacrifice, every one 
who has made himſelf, a Veſſel fitted for 
Deſtruction, and a Victim to eternal Juſtice, 
ſhall be SALTED with Fire, the Fire whilſt 
it utterly conſumes his Happineſs, ſhall pre- 
ſerve his Being from Diſſolution and Decay. 
Indeed this is the very Circumſtance, which 
compleats the miſerable Doom of thoſe 
who die in Unbelief. Were they for a 
Time only ſhut out of Heaven; for a Time 
impriſoned with the whole Multitude, of 
deſperately wicked Spirits; for a Time 
pained with Selft-condemnation, and tor- 
mented in Fire, the Miſery, though un- 
ſpeakably great, would {till be rather pur- 
gative, than penal. 

But can a Man learn Obedience by the 
Things which he ſuffers in Hell? Is the 
Priſon of righteous Vengeance, ever re- 
preſented in Scripture, as a School of Vir- 
tue, or a State of Probation ? Do. the Gifts 
of Repentance, of Faith, and Holineſs, 
ever come there? Or can any one without 
theſe, be admitted amongſt the Spirits of 
juſt Men made Perfect, and into the Pre- 
fence of Gop? Can any one be received, 
where no unclean Thing muſt enter, who 

in 
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in the whole Bent of his Mind and Heart, 
is ſtill a Lover of Sin? and therefore a 
Scandal and Nuiſance before GoD, and his 
Holy Angels. 

Even according to the Nature of Things, 
would we obſerve and reaſon from them 
aright, this cannot be. But we have a Word 
of Truth infinitely more ſure, than the 
Reaſonings of Men. The Mind of God, 
is fully declared in this Point, as in every 
other of Importance to our eternal State. 
Three of theſe Evidences I will produce, 

The Firſt is written in that very ancient 
Book, the Book of Job. xxxvi. 18. Be- 
cauſe there is Wrath, the Wrath of God, 
threatened againſt Sinners. BEwaARE, let 
not your Heart be hardened and preſump- 
tuous, beware you yield not to Sin in any 
Degree, Leaſt he take you away with a 
Stroke, and then a great Ranſom cannot de- 
liver thee. Not even the Ranſom that was 


on the Croſs. 

A Second Evidence I call upon to prove 

the never-cealing Miſery of every Soul 

that is in Unbelief ; is written, Mat. xxv. 

46. And the Wicked ſhall go away into 

Everlaſting Puniſhment. (eis xA&9w aw) 
L 2 but 


paid for Sinners, when Jeſus ſhed his Blood 
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but the Righteous into Life Eternal. 
(is Zayv azo) where it is moſt re- 
markable, that what ever you will define 
the Import of the Word Eternal to mean, 
when uſed to fignify the Duration of the 
Heavenly Happineſs of the Saints: The 
ſame Signification muſt be given to the very 
ſame Word, when uſed to expreſs the Du- 
ration of the Puniſhment of the Wicked. 

This Argument preſſed ſo hard upon a 
late eminent Writer, that determined not 
to allow the Eternity of Hell Torments. 
He could no other wiſe evade the Force of 
this Text, than by this Afertion, abſolutely 
wild and unſupported, that even the Du- 
ration of the Happineſs of the Saints, was 
not to be Everlaſting. 

The laſt Evidence I call upon to prove 
the Continuance of the Miſery of Damna- 
tion, is Rev. xxii. 11. He that ts Unyuft, 
let him be Unjuft ffill. i. e. He who is deſ- 
titute of that righteous and upright Spirit, 
which Gop indiſpenſably requires, at the 
Day when the Throne ſhall be ſet, and the 
Books be opened for Judgment ; let Him 
for ever remain in that deplorable Eſtate. 
And be that is filthy, let him be filthy ſtill. 
If in the Day of Death, and conſequently 

| at 
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at the laſt Day, he is found under the De- 


filement of Sin, let him never be cured of 
his loathſome Diſeaſe. 

Thus have I brought before you, the ſe- 
veral ſhocking Circumſtances, which make 
up the whole Amount of the Miſery, of the 
Soul, which dies in Unbelief. It implies 
you ſee, eternal Baniſhment from the World 
of Happy and Holy Spirits. Impriſonment 
with all the wicked and abominable Rebels 
againſt Gop; in the midſt of the Anguiſh 
of a Self- condemning Conſcience, and the 
Torture of Fire, without Hope of Mercy, 
without Eaſe or End. 

What then, Sirs, ſhall we do? ſhall we 
madly go about to diſannul the Judgment 
of Gop, that we may eſcape with Im- 
punity in our Guilt? The Attempt is impi— 
ous, and muſt be found impracticable. Shall 
we charge Gop fooliſhly, as if the dread- 
ful Penalty, he has unalterably fixed, to 
deter us from rejecting and trifling with 
his Goſpel, was rigorous and cruel? This 
Procedure will be as unreaſonable as the 


other. For are Criminals and Delinquents 


ever allowed to determine what Manner or 
Degree of Puniſhment, ſhall be executed 
upon them ? Will even a fallible, Human 
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Legiſlature bear with ſuch Inſolence, in 
guilty, condemned Male factors? How much 
leſs then ſhall it be endured, when the 
all- perfect Law-giver, when Gop himſelf, 
Who is Hel in all his Ways, and Righteous 
in all his Works, peremptorily declares the 
Penalty, by which he would enforce Eſteem 
and Regard to his own Goſpel. 

Or ſhall we ſay, notwithſtanding the 
Decree is ſo abſolute, yet if we are care- 
ful to live in Honeſty and Sobriety, and 
to do no Harm to others, it is not then 
conſiſtent with Gop's Attributes, to pro- 
nounce a Sentence of Damnation upon our 
Souls? Alas ! this moſt faſhionable and 
prevailing Opinion, cannot be eſtabliſhed as 
any ſure Foundation to truſt to, till it has 
blotted out of the Bible, ſuch Declarations 
as theſe, Verily, verily T fay unto you, ex- 
cept ye eat the Fleſh of the Son of Man, and 
drink his Blood. 1. e. inwardly digeſt and 
heartily embrace the Doctrine of Chriſt 
crucified. Ye have no Liſe in you. To them 
that are contentious and obey not the TRUTH, 
but obey Unrighteouſneſs, Indignation, and 
Wreth. Rom. ii. 8. When the Lord ſhall 
be revealed from Heaven in Flames of Fire, 


taking Vengeance on them that know not GoD, 


and 
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and that obey not the Goſpel of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt. 2 Theſ. i. 8. He that be- 
lieveth not the Son, ſball not ſee Life, but 
the Wrath of God abideth on him. John 
iii. 36. 

All theſe Scriptures as evidently render 
the Salvation of every Man and Woman 
impoſſible, who departs out of this Life, 
without true Faith in the Goſpel ; as thoſe 
other Scriptures, which are directly levelled 
againſt Whore-mongers, and Drunkards, 
Liars, and ſuch like, prove the Perdition, 
they are bringing upon themſelves. 

Shall we then keep the Miſery which 
avaits every Unbeliever, every careleſs 
Trifler with the Goſpel, out of Sight? S0 
would the Deſtroyer of Souls have us to do. 
To act ſo ablurdly, as if ſhutting our Eyes 
would prevent the Danger, and utter 
Forgetfulneſs of it, prove an everlaſting 
Security. 

No, the only retional, wife, and ab- 
ſolutely ſafe Way, is to yield to the awful 
Denunciation, He that believeth not ſhall 
be damned; and to allow that with Reſpect 
to every one, to whom the Goſpel is pro- 
poſed, - this Decree is as unchangeable as 
Gop himſelf. | 


4 And 
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And fince this is the preſent State of our 
Caſ-, hat Unbelief is the certain Way to 
ſuch Nie, that is enough, to make the 
Ears of hun that heareth it, to tingle; it is 
our great Buſineſs and Duty, who watch for 
your Souls, to preſs, as I propoſed in the 

II. Place, the Necefiity of examining 
vourſelt whether you be in the Faith. 

But many will fay, what Neceſſity can 
there be to preſs this upon us, we are 
CHRISTIAN®, we certainly do believe. 
Our Conſtant Attendance upon the Worſhip 
of GoD in Chriit, ought in Charity to be 
judgcd a ſufhcient Evidence, that whatever 
we want, it is not Chriſtian Faith. 

This ©: jection, I take the more Notice 
of, becauſe it is ſo very common, though 
witnout any Force: For will our own Ob- 
{crvation, or the Word of God, ſuffer us to 
allows, that geinz to Church, even con- 
ſtantly, and waere the Worſhip is truly 
Chriſtii aud Scriptural, is any ſufficient 
Evidence, that Men believe the Goſpel, 
i. e. receive the Report it brings to their 
Ears, with unfeigned Thankiulneſs, and 
confidently expect what it propoſes. 

: low many in every Congregation, come 
to Church? How many in every Congre- 

gation 
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gation are preſent through the Force of 
Cuſtom, or only to maintain ſome Degree 
of Reputation? How many come out of a 
moſt abſurd and wicked Perſuaſion, that 
Attendance upon Worſhip, will be ſet over 
to their Account, and Ballance againſt the 
Charge of ſome Sins, they love too much 
to part with ? 

This Judgment, even Charity itſelf is 
compelled to make, fince you can ſcarce 
find a ſingle Congregation, where there is 
not open Indecency, and Irreverence of 
Behaviour; a plain and viſible Contempt of 
Gop, when the only Deſign of the Aſſem- 
bly is to aſcribe unto him the Honour due 
unto his great and fearful Name. 

Further, is it not the Lamentation of all 
real Believers, and the Triumph of Infidel 
Scoffers, that there 1s ſcarce any Sin, or evil 
Temper, which has not Dominion over one 
or other, of thoſe, who are conitant At- 
tenders upon the Worſhip of Gop ? Men, 
who will defraud, and lie, and ſwear; Men, 
who are proud and haughty ; who are 
lewd, prophane, or covetous, make up a 
Part of every Congregation. 

Yet notwithſtanding ſuch abominable 
Luſts, and vile Aﬀections reign over them, 

even 
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even theſe unhappy Slaves, flatter them- 
ſelves they have Faith in the Goſpel. Is 
there not a Cauſe then, vehemently to preſs 
you to compare the Counterfeit, with the 
genuine Faith? To examine the Properties, 
and the Influence of each, by the Touch- 
Stone of God's moſt Holy Word? 

Is there not a Cauſe to do this, when 
we read what was written for our In- 
ſtruction, the Account of the ſtrong De- 
luſion, both Jews, and profeſſing Chriſtians, 
have been under in 74:5 Reſpect; arrogating 
to themielves, the Name of Believers, when 
they were indeed, and in Truth, guilty of 
Unbelief before Gop. 'T'wo moſt memo- 
rable Inftances of this Kind, out of many, 
J ſhall refer you to. 

The principal Jews, who moſt bit- 
terly oppoſed, and at laſt crucificd the Lord 
of Lite and Glory, ſtill politively aſſerted, 
they were Abraham's Children, the Diſ- 
ciples of Moſes, the Temple of the Lord. 
They heard the Scriptures read every Sab- 
bath Day, and obſerved all the appointed 
Inſtitutions of the Law. Yet in the midſt 
of ſuch high Profeſſions of Faith, they 
were really deſtitute of the Thing itſelf. 
To theſe very Men, doth our Lord thus 

molt 
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moſt remarkably Addreſs himſelf. John v. 
45. Do not think, that I will accuſe you to 
the Father, for not receiving me, as the 
Chriſt, the Son of Gop. There is one that 
accuſeth you: Who could that poſſibly be ? 
Why the very laſt Perſon in the World they 
ſuſpected, even Moſes in whom ye truſt. 
For had ye believed Moſes, as you moſt con- 
fidently aſſert you do, ye would have be- 
lieved me, but if ye believe not his I/ritings, 
how ſhall ye believe my Words. 

Here then is a Caſe, upon Record, of a 
People enjoying all the Means of Grace, 
conſtantly uling them, nay undoubtedly 
perſuaded, none more firmly believed in 
Moſes and the Scriptures, than themſelves, 
yet charged by the Mouth of Truth itſelf. 
for having no Belief in Moſes, 1. e. no 
other, than what was the mere Effect of 
Cuſtom and Education. A Charge fo true, 


that under the Power of Unbelief, this 
very People put hm to Death, of whom 


Moſes wrote, that whoſoever heareth him 


not, ſhall h cut of from amongſt the 
People of Gop. 


Another Cafe, which as remarkably 
proves the Neceſſity of examining yourſelf, 
whether you be in the Faith, is that of the 

Church 
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Church of Laodicea. Some of them were 
Eye-witneſſes to the Miracles wrought by 
the Hands of thoſe who brought the glad 
Tidings of the Goſpel to their Ears. All 
were under Diſcouragements ſufficient to 
have driven them, one would have thought, 
out of Formality and a lifeleſs Profeſſion. 
But he, whoſe Eyes are as a Flame of Fire, 
beheld them ſelf-deceived, miſtaking the 
Change of their religious Creed, and Mode 
of Worſhip, for ſaving Faith in his Name. 
Highly valuing themiclves as Members of 
the Church of Chriit, and intereſted in all 
its glorious Priviledges; when in Reality 
and Truth, they had no more Title to them, 
than when they ſerved dumb Idols, even as 
they were Jed. Our Lord knowing how to 
have Compaſſion on the Ignorant, and thoſe 
that are ont of the Way, lays open to 
them in theſe memorable Words, their 
true Condition. Thou ſayeſt I am rich, and 
mncreajed with Goods, and have need of no- 
thing, i. e. that you are Chriſtians alto- 
gether, intereſted in all the Promiſes, and 
Bleſſings belonging to the Church of Chritt, 
wanting nothing more to prove yourſelves, 
to be of the Family of Gop. So blind alas! 
are you through Pride and Self- conceit; 


and 
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and knoweſt not that thou art wretched, and N 
miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked. l 
In the moſt forlorn, expoſed, deformed, ont 
Condition. And then, that they might 
indeed become what they fooliſhly ima- 
gined they were already, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, moſt affectionately exhorts them, 
to make immediate and earneſt Application 
to him, for his Gifts and Graces, which 
they had only pretended to do before. | 
I counſel thee to buy of me Gold tried in the 
Fire, that thou mayeſt be rich; and white 
Raiment that thou mayeſt be cloathed. Rev. f 
iii. 17. 18. 444 
Now ſo long as the very ſame Principles f ö 
ſubſiſt, I mean the Pride and Corruptions "os 
of Men's Hearts, the ſame dreadful Effects _ 
of Hypocriſy and Self-deceit, will be fre- 
quent. And Chriſtians called ſo from their 
Baptiſm and Profeſſion, are altogether as 
prone to deceive themſelves in the Matter 
of Faith, as the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem 
of old, or the Church at Laodicea. Every 
Paſtor therefore and Teacher, who would 3 
take unerring Wiſdom tor his Guide and ad | 
Pattern; who in tender Mercy would i 
ſtrive to ſave Men from the miſerable 755 


Doom of Unbelief; muſt not take it for | - EY 
granted 19 
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granted that his Hcarers, ore poſſeſſed of 
true Faith, and Chriſtians to the Purpoſe, 
but on the contrary uſe every Method to 
ſearch and try them. He muſt call loudly 
upon them, to produce ſuch Evidences that 
their Faith is genuine, as the Scripture 
allows and will be ſatisfied with, and ſuch 
as no ſelf-deceiving Hypocrite can prove 
belong to him. For unleſs the Bible, con- 
firms and allows your Faith to be True, 
ah! what avails your utmoſt Confidence 
that it is ſo. In ſuch a Caſe, the more ſure, 
the more blind and preſumptuous are you. 

I will now therefore in the | 
III. Place, Bring to your Remembrance, 
ſome evident Marks of the Nature and 
Exerciſe of true Faith in the Goſpel, as it 
ſtands diſtinguiſned from the Faith of 
Education, and that of all formal Profeſſors. 
Its Property is firſt of all to diſcover to 
you your Danger, as one whom the Scrip- 
ture hath concluded under Sin, upon whom 
Judgment is come to Condemnation. To dif- 
cover your Danger to you on this Account, 
ſo diſtinctly, and ſo powerfully, as to 
make you, with Heart-felt Concern, ap- 
ply for Pardon to that Lamb of God, that 
takerh away the Sin of the World, to ſue 
for 
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for his Regard, ho is exalted to be a Prince 1 
and Saviour, to give Repentance and Remiſ- | 
ion of Sins. Delivered from the vain | 1 
Imagination of recommending yourſelf to 48 
Gop, and becoming entitled to his Mercy, 
by Virtue of your own Deſervings, you 


plead the Promiſes of Grace, the Life, the | | 
Death, and Interceſſion, of the Divine * 
Mediator, expecting on no other Ground : | | 1 
and Foundation, to be accepted, but in the 1 | i! 
Beloved. 2438 
That this is the invariable Influence of Fr 1 
true Faith in the Goſpel, I prove by the 1 4 
following Scriptures. Szrely ſhall one ſay in bi 
the Lord have I Righteouſneſs and Strength, 1 
unto him fhall Men come. Iſa. xlv. 24. 19 
They ſhall run unto thee becauſe of the Lord - ol 
thy God, and for the Holy One of Ijrael, 5 1 
for he hath glorified thee. Ita. lv. 5. 10 1 
Both theſe Old-Teſtament Repreſen- ay { 
tations of the firſt Influence of true Faith, n= 
on the Mind, are united by the great Apoſtle, i | i 
in that Expreſſion by which he diſtinguiſhes 1. | 
himſelf, and the whole Body of Believers, LE | 
from the Reſt of the World. Heb. vi. 18. | FE : | t 
That We might have a ſtrong Conſolatian, | 0 5 i 
Who have fled for Refuge, to lay bold upon 45 
the Hope jet before us. Here you lee, that | 15 al 
enn ' 1 
wh 
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lively Senſe of Guilt and Obnoxiouſneſs to 
Danger ; that immediate Flight from it, 
and eager Concern for Safety, which wholly 
poſſeſſed the Mind of the Man-Slayer, and 
brought him within the Gates of the Hea- 
ven- appointed Aſylum, is choſen to denote 
the eſſential Workings of true Faith, on 
the Mind, its awaking Senſe of Wrath, 
threatened, deſerved, certain to be executed, 
unleſs you are found in him, whom Gop 
hath given for a Sanctuary, and who is 
expreſſly called our Hope. 

Now by this Influence and Operation, 
true Faith in the Goſpel, ſtands as much 
diſtinguiſhed from the falſe Faith, of Cuſ- 
tom and Education, as the living Original, 
from the dead Picture. For till you have 
true Faith, though you confeſs Chriſt died 
for Sinners, and that you have Hope to be 
faved by Chriſt, fo far from crying to him, 
Save Lord, or I periſh. T flee unto thee, for 
THou art @ Place to hide me + Inſtead of 
being thus influenced, falſe and cuſtomary 
Faith, will not allow you to think you 
have been wicked enough, to be in Dan- 
ger of being loſt both Body and Soul in 
Hell. It will make you ſay within yourſelf, 
J am not it is true, without my Faults, 

66 yet 
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“ yet they are not of ſuch a deep Dye, as 
« to juſtify any alarming Apprehenſions of 
« the Wrath to come.” In Conſequence 
of ſuch Blindneſs of Heart, and Contempt 
of Gop's Word, you will continue in Se- 
curity, not ſo much as underſtanding, what 
is meant by coming to Chriſt, that you may 
have Life. 

Further, true Faith in the Goſpel, will 
not only make you at firſt flee for Refuge 
to the Redeemer, but conſtantly make 
Application to him, in thoſe high and 
glorious Offices, he ſuſtains and diſcharges 0 
for his Church. Conſcious of much want- | I 
ing, and of much amiſs in yourſelf : Of 
much Diſorder in your ſecret Affections, 
even whilſt unblameable in your outward Wl 
Converſation : Your Dependance, that none 1 
of theſe Things ſhall bring on you the 
Puniſhment they deſerve, will be upon your / 
faithful and merciful HIGH PRIEST, in j 
Things pertaining to God ; who is given 
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to make Reconciliation, for the Sins of the ' | 
People. You will plead his holy, ſinleſs wo 
Obedience, his atoning Death, and In- 15 is 
terceſſion, that you may go on your Way MY ; q 
in Peace, and continue in the Favour of 1 | 
GoD. You will ſee there cannot be in the 23> 
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very Nature of 'Things, any Intercourſe Pea 
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between you, and an infinitely Holy Gop, 
but through this glorious MEDIATOR. In 
all your Approaches to God, theſe funda- 
mental and moſt eſſential Truths of the 
Chriſtian Faith, hall be as Frontlets between 
your Eyes, IJ am the Way, the TrxuTH, 
and the LIFE, wo Man cometh to the Fa- 
ther but by me. If any Man jin, we have 
an ADvocAaTE with the Father, Teſus 
Chriſt the Righteous, and he is the Propi- 
tiation for cur Sin. If you pray for Know- 
ledge, you will remember Chriſt is the 
Light, Given to lighten the Gentiles : Or if 
for Strength, you will place your Confidence 
in that moſt encouraging Scripture, I have 
laid help upon one that is mighty, able to ſave 
unto the uitermoſt all that come unto God, 
by him ; if for Peace and Aſſurance on that 
Promiſe, that he was appointed 70 comfort 
them that mourn in Sion. 

Thus if you are poſſeſſed of true Faith, 
or Belief in the Goſpel, you will daily ap- 
ply to Chriſt, as the appointed Prophet and 
Prieſt, and King of the Church, to the 
Glory of Gop the Father. 

And to mention no more Evidences, if you 
believe the Goſpel you will feel a ſincere Love 
in your Heart, to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
prompting 
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prompting you to obſerve and do what he 
commands, without thinking any of his 
Commandments grievous. The Faith of Cuſ- 
tom and Education, as it doth not make 
the Heart ſenſible of the Benefits Chriſt 
has really purchaſed ; nor diſcover in the 
leaſt, his Grace, his Excellency, and Glory, 
renders Self-denial for his Sake very irk- 
ſome, if not impracticable. 

But that true Faith, which is the Evi- 
dence of Things not ſeen, reveals in a ſtrong 
affecting Manner, the Love of Chriſt to 
Sinners, his Power and Glory. By this 
Means, it creates a chearful Deſire, and 
Readineſs of Soul, to prove what is his good 
and perfect and acceptable Will. When 
his Zeal to ſuffer and to die, in order that 
his Righteouſneſs might be unto all, and 
upon all that believe in him, is appre- 
hended, Obedience flows ſpontaneus. / 
any Man love me, faith the Redeemer (and 
who can be perſuaded of his Love to his 
Church, and not love him again) he o:// 
keep my Commandments. And whenever 
we are ſo happily converted from the Pride, 
and Self-conceit, that naturally reigns in 
us, as to judge, that if one died for all 
then were ALL dead. The Conſequence 
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of ſuch a firm and lively Perſuaſion is, 
The Love of Chriſt conſtraineth us. With 
a pleaſing, but mighty Force, it over-rules 
our natural Averſion to the Holy Com- 
mandments of Gop, to the Spirituality of 
true Religion, and to the Mortification of 
Sin. It obliges us to do the little in our 
Power, in Imitation of him, and Obedience 
to his high and ajmiable Authority, who 
hath loved us, and gave himſelf for us. 
Poſſeſſed of theſe diſtinguiſhing and in- 
fallible Evidences of the Truth of your 
Belief of the Goſpel; 1. Your earneſt 
Application, as a helpleſs, guilty, ſelf-de- 
ſtroyed Sinner, to Chriſt Jeſus, the only 
Saviour. 2. Your abiding Dependance on 
him, as your perpetual Advocate with the 
Father, your Light, and the Strength of 
your Life. 3. Your cheerful ſincere Obe- 
dience to him as your Lord and Governor, 
from a Knowledge of his Love and Excel- 
lence. Poſſeſſed of theſe Evidences, not to 
be diſproved, nor to be diſputed, great will 
be your preſent Peace, infinitely greater 
your future Glory. All the Miſeries of Hell, 
and all the Horrors of Damnation, inſtead 
of afflicting and diſtreſſing your Soul, will 


excite 
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excite you to magnify with warmer Grati- 
tude, the Power and Grace of that Arm, 
which brought Salvation from ſo great a 
Death. And when your Eyes ſhall behold 
the horrible Tempeſt, the Fire and the Brim- (4 
ſtone raining upon the Heads of the Ungodly, | 
Pſal. xi. 8. Then will you ſee how much 


you are bound for ever and ever, to extol 78 
that Word of Righteouſneſs, which pro- 4 
ceeded out of the Saviour's Mouth, He that 4 
believeth the Goſpel ſhall be ſaved. | 1 
4 1 
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Alarming Viſitations, Inſtances of 
God s Love. 


CCC 


PS AL M cxviii. 18. 


The Lord hath chaſtened and correcled me, 


but he hath not given me over unto Death. 


HE faithful People of Gop have 

: ever retained a lively Senſe of his 
all- directing Providence; ſuch a 

Senſe as enabled them to look through every 
ſecond Cauſe, and to receive whatever befel 
them as his own Act and Appointment. 
One of this Number, when his Proſperity 
both in temporal and ſpiritual Things was 
ſo great, that he thought he ſhould never 
be moved; freely acknowledges it was he 


Lord of his Goodneſs, who had made his Hill 


14 
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fo flrong. And when he experienced a ſud- 
den Change to the moſt oppreſſive Afflic- 
tion, I was dumb, ſays he, and opened not 
my Mouth, becauſe it was thy doing ; or if 
at length, he ſought the Remoyal of his 
heavy Croſs, he thus moſt piouſly makes 
his Supplication, Take away THY Plague 
from me, I am even conſumed by the Blow of 
thy Hand. In the ſame Sentiment we find 
David in my Text; though his own Sub— 1.18 
jets treacherouſly conſpire againſt him, of 
and ſo far ſucceed, as to bring his Life 
into extreme Jeopardy ; yet, as if no In- 
ſtruments had been made uſe of, he aſcribes 
both his Danger, and his Eſcape, to the | 
Gop of his Salvation: The Lord, ſays he, ol 
hath chaſtened and corrected me, but he hath | 


not given me over unto Death. | El. 
Words moſt applicable to the Caſe of 1," 
your Miniſter now ſtanding before you, 105 1 


chaſtened and corrected, of a long Seaſon, 1 1 
with a lite-threatening Malady * ; yet lift- 3 F 
ed up again, by the Hand of Gop, from | 

| Mu 4 the FR 


* This Sermon was the firſt preached after the Au- | 
thor's moſt unexpected Recovery from a Sickneſs, FRY 
which brought him to the very Point of Death, and 


rendered him incapable of labouring in the Miniſtry for 
eight Months, 
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the Gates of the Grave, and ſtrengthened 
once more to ſpeak in his ever- bleſſed 
Name. 

Words which naturally lead me to dif- 
courſe on that comfortable Truth, more 
fully learnt, by my late Experience, viz. 
The Mercy and Love of God, in viſiting 
Men with fore Afflictions in general; and 
with juch in particular, as bring them nigh 
unto Death, though they diſſolve not their 
earthly Tabernacle. 

Now this Mercy and Love of Gop, I 
ſhall make evident by proving, how much 
all Men ſtand in Need of ſuch alarming 
Viſitations: The Unbelieving and Diſobe- 
dient, that they may be awakened into a 
juſt Concern for their own Salvation: The 
dear Children of Gop, that they may know 
more of themſelves, grow in Grace, and 
the Knowledge of Gon. And for theſe 
great and truly merciful Purpoſes, God is 
often pleaſed to viſit both with ſuch alarm- 
ing Afflictions. | 

The Unbeheving and Diſobedient want 
ſuch alarming Viſitations to awaken them 
into a juſt Concern for their eternal Salva- 
tion. So long as they have Health and 
Strength, and Liberty, this is the leaſt and 
laſt of any Thing in their Thoughts. They 

| | will 
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will take their Eaſe, cat, drink, and be 
merry. They will be diligent and careful 
about nothing but the Things of Time; 
how to procure, and how to enjoy them in 
the beſt Manner they may. They dwell 
and live in the Creature, and cleave with 
all their Affection to the Things of this 
World, as if they could be their adequate 
and all- ſufficient Happineſs. 

The Father of Spirits ſees their miſe— 
rable Deluſion; but inſtead of avenging the 
inſolent Contempt, they by ſuch a Choice 
pour on his own infinite Excellence; com- 
pared to which, every Thing is viler than 
Dung: Inſtead of avenging his moſt injured 
Honour, he calls in tender Pity to them by 
his Word, ſaying, O Earth, Earth, Earth, 
hear the Word of the Lord, Jer. xxii. 29. 
All Fleſh is Graſs, and all the Godlineſs 
thereof as the Flower of the Field, Iſa. xl 
6. Vanity of Vanittes, all is Vanity, Eccl. i. 
2. What is a Man profited, if he ſhall gain 
the whole World, and loje his own Soul? 
Matt. xvi. 26. But though Gop ſpeak 
thus once, and twice, yet Men in Proſpe- 
rity perceive it not. He is unto them, as 
one that mocketh. Yea, though their 
own Conſcience, through the Inſpiration of 

the 
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the Almighty, accuſe them, and would 
lead them to Repentance, they can drown 
its ſtill, ſmall Voice in the midſt of Health, 
Strength, and Buſineſs; or by Violence 
overcome it for a Time. 
Therefore, becauſe they will thus ſet at 
nought his Counſel, and reſiſt the friendly 
Rebukes of their own Conſcience, they 
force him (unleſs he would ſuffer them to 
die in their fooliſh Dream, and periſh un- 
warned for evermore) to teach them with 
a ſtrong Hand, ſaying, Hear ye the Voice of 
the Rod, and who hath appointed it. They 
foretel him, 10 bind them in Petters, and 
hold them in Cords of Aſjiierion, that he may 
ſhew them their Work, and their Tranſgreſ- 
ſons, that they exceeded, Job. xxxvi. 9. He 
takes from them the Foundation of all their 
falſe Happineſs, their Health and Strength; 
that they may feel how poor and miſerable, 
how weak and helpleſs, they are in them- 
elves. He commands Death, the King of 
Terrors, to look upon them, and make 
them feeba Dread of that eternal Judgment, 
for which, alas! they have made no Pre- 
paration, and from which there is no 


Eicape. 


In 
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In this Caſe, they have in themſelves a 
Proof of all that Gop has ſaid in his Word, 
that it is a Truth and no Lie. They feel 
that Riches, and Friends, and Wealth, and 
Parts, are all but vain Things, to help and 
ſupport a Man in the View of Death. 
They feel theſe Things cannot comfort their 
immortal Souls, which now begin to be like 
the troubled Sea, and cannot reſt. Now 
their Conſciences will ſpeak, and ſet the 
Battle in Array againſt them, by ſaying, 
Thus and thus haſt thou done, and God 
held his Tongue. Whilſt under the Smart 
of ſuch Accuſations, they have no Blood 
of ſprinkling; no Atonement to flee unto ; 
no Intereſt in him, who alone can waſh 
them, and cleanſe them from all their 
Sin, and preſent them ſpotleſs before the 
Father. Nothing but either fearful Ex- 
pectation of Puniſhment, or painful Un- 
certainty of their future State. 

Thus deſtitute of every Comfort, de- 
prived of every Prop on which they could 
lean, and feeling the whole World (if in 
their Power) would not be able to kindle 


the leaſt Spark of Light and Peace; this 


is the Time and the Place when, if ever, 
they repenting and ſighing within them- 
ſelves 
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ſelves ſhall ſay, How have we ſpent our 
Money for that which 1s not Bread, and 
our Labour jor that which ſatisfieth not, 
Ifa. lv. 2. How have we fed upon Aſhes, 
and a deceitful Heart bath turned us aſide, 
fo that we could not deliver our Souls; nor 
fay, Is there nos a Lie in our Right Hand, 
Iſa. Ixv. 20. This is the Time and Place 
when, if ever, ſtrong Cryings and Tears 
are poured out to Gop ; when the Sinner, 
like the ſtarving Prodigal, beholds the uni- 
verfal Death around him, comes to himſelf 
and returns to his much injured Father in 
Neceſſity, Supplication and Prayer, faying, 
Father, I have ſinned againſt Heaven and 
before thee, and am no more worthy do be 
called thy Son. 

Then has the Viſitation of Gop proſ- 
pered in the Thing for which it was ſent. 
And Gop, even the mighty Gop, to whom 
it belongeth juſtly to puniſh Sinners, will fave 
ſuch a one, tor his dear Son's Sake. Even 
in this Situation, very many it is true, ſtill 
continue ſtupid, and of a reprobate Mind; 
or though awakened and affrighted, give no 
Glory afterwards to the Gop of Heaven, 
by fruitful Repentance ; but deſperately, 
after their hard and impenitent Hearts, 
abuſe this, as they have done every other 

Method 


SERMON VII. 173 


Method tried to convert them, only to 
make their everlaſting Damnation the more 
ſevere. 

But then it is as true, that an innume- 
rable Multitude of thoſe who are received 
into Glory, and of thoſe who are now 
adorning their Faith by a holy and hea- 
venly Life, date their Converſion from 
thoſe never-to-be-forgotten Minutes, when 
they had the Sentence of everlaſting Con- 
demnation in themſelves; expecting, as ſoon 
as abſent from the Body, to feel the un- 
mingled Wrath of Gop abiding upon their 
Souls. They acknowledge, without Re- 
ſerve, it was no Excellency they ſaw in 
Gop, no Senſe of the Love of Jeſus dying 
for them, that made them caſt away all 
their Tranſgrefſions and ſeek to be created 
again in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs : 
No, it was the horrible Dread which over- 
whelmed them, when (as they thought) 
they were immediately to appear before 
Gop in Judgment. 

So that the Love and Mercy of Gop, 
in viſiting with theſe alarming Viſitations, 
the Unbelieving and Diſobedient, muſt 
be thankfully acknowledged and adored ; 
though, we ſee alas! too many fad In- 
ſtances, where they have been of no good 
Effect; 
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Effect; for this only proves Afflictions to 
be, like all other Means of Grace, which 
have no Virtue of their own neceſſary Ope- 
ration, without the effectual Working of 
the Spirit of Gop. 

But as the Sin of having hardened the 
Heart under ſuch alarming Viſitations is 
excceding great: The Love which I owe 
to your Souls conſtrains me to ſtop here, 
and ſpeak a few Words to every one who 
may be chargeable with this Guilt. 

Know then, O Man! who ſtill remaineſt 
what thou waſt before, after ſuch an alarm- 
ing Viſitation ; you are the very Perſon 
of whom the Lord may moſt juſtly com- 
plain, What could I have done more for 
you, that I have not done? What Condi- 
tion could I have placed you in, ſo fitted to 
prepare and diſpoſe you to accept the Offers 
of my Grace? I have caſt you into the Fur- 
nace of Affliction ; my Hand in Pain and 
Sickneſs has been. heavy upon you, even to 
make you feel the Symptoms of approach- 
ing Death ; though in Love to your Soul 
I delivered you from the Pit of Corruption, 
Iſa. xxxviii. 17. Yet after all, thou art as a 
Bullock unaccuſtomed to the Yoke ; as my 


Rod found you, - ſo it has left you, in your 
Unbelief, 
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Unbelief, your Luſts, your Rebellion. Oh! 
conſider what a plain and ſtrong Proof is 
this, that you are nigh unto curſing, all 


but doomed to that Place of Torment where 


the miſerable Sufferers, inſtead of confeſ- 


ſing their Sin with penitential Tears, 4% 


pheme the God of Heaven becauſe of their 
Anguih. 2 

But it is Time to turn our Thoughts to 
the dear Children of Gop, that we may 
perceive his Love and Mercy in afflicting 
them with painful life-threatening Diſeaſes. 
By this Means, they are taught to know 
much more of themſelves. Like Novices 
in other Caſes, they are apt to think more 
highly than they ought of their own Grace 
and Attainments. After ſuch a real in- 


ward Change as they are conſcious of, from 


Darkneſs to Light; from walking after the 
Courſe of this World to walk by Faith ; and 
from being under the Wrath of Gop to be 
comforted with a Senſe of his pardoning 
Love. After this, they are apt to fancy the 
whole Work is done, and that they are 
meet, through Jeſus Chriſt, for Glory. And 
being convinced in their Judgment, that 
they ought to be wholly given up to Gop, 
to have no Will of their own, but to live 

as 
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as Inſtruments in his Hand; nay, ſincerely 
deſiring and praying it may be ſo with them; 
and finding the Victory in little Trials, they 
conclude they really are what they deſire to 
be, and in Truth, poſſeſs what they only 
approve in Judgment. How great there- 
fore is the Love, how manifeſt the Pity of 
God to undeceive them, by bringing them 
into ſuch a State as will diſcover to them, 
what a World of Corruption, what a baſe 
Mixture ſtill remains in them of what 
muſt be done away. How often do they 
then happily diſcover what lay before con- 
cealed, even beyond Suſpicion ? Much inor- 
dinate Self-Love ; much Dilcontent againſt 
the righteous Diſpenſations of their FATHER 
and their Gop; much ſtruggling to throw 
off the Croſs, it is his Will to lay upon 
them. Then, how often does the eminent 
Profeſſor of Faith in Chriſt, find the cut- 
ting Reproof of Eliphaz to Job, ſadly ap- 
plicable to himſelf, Behold ! thou haſt in- 
ftrudded many, and firengthened the weak 
Hands; thy Words have upholden him that 
was fallen, and firengthencd the jeeble Knees ; 


but now it is come unto thee and thou famteſt, 


il toucheth thee, and tn art troubled, Job 
iv. 
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iv. 3. 5. Thus the Believer, is better in- 
ſtructed in the moſt uſeful Knowledge; the 
Knowledge of his own Heart, which in a 
Time of leſs ſevere Trial, he was com- 
paratively a Stranger to: He ſees the Weak- 
neſs of his Grace, and the Strength of his 
evil Nature. This fills him with Meekneſs 
more than any Teacher can do ; it works 
in him Godly Sorrow, and earneſt Ap- 
plication to the Throne of Grace, that what 
is crooked in him may be made {trait, what 
is weak may be ſtrengthened, and what is 
lacking in his Faith and Love, his Patience 
and Reſignation to the Will of Gop, may 
be ſupplied out of the Fullneſs there is in 
Chriſt Jeſus. For theſe alarming Viſitations 
which take away the deceitful Covering, 
and make manifeſt the hidden Corruptions 
of the Heart, are made effectual allo to the 
Faithſul, to purge them away. This is one 
of thoſe exceeding great and precious Pro- 
miſes the Lord their Gop has given them. 
T woill turn my Hand upon thee, and purely 
purge all thy Tin. Ifa. i. 25. By this (by 


being ſmitten of GoD) ſhall the Iniquity of 


Jacob be purged, and this is all the Fruit to 
take away bi Sin. Iſa. xxvii. 9. The fame 
bleſſed EffeR of Affliction to the Children of 

N GoD, 
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God, is declared by St. Peter, when ſpeak- 
ing of thoſe who are Rept by the Power of 
God, through Faith unto Salvation, he tells 
them that it was neceſſary for them that the 
Trial of their Faith being more precions than 
of Gold, though it be tried with Fire, might 
be found unto Proije, and Honour, and Glory, 
at the appearing of Teſus Chriſt. 1. Peter 
i. 7. Gold, though in itſelf, the pureſt and 
moſt valuable Metal, has {till its Droſs and 
Alloy; ſo that to give it its full Luſtre, and 
raiſe it to its higheſt Value, it muſt be 
melted down in the Furnace. In like Man- 
ner, though the Faith and Hope, the Pati- 
ence and Love, of the Children of Gon, 
are of great Price in his Sight; yet that 
they may be purged and refined more from 
every baſe Mixture, they muſt paſs through 

much Tribulation, and be tried as it were 
in the Fire. 

And this is ſo invariable a Rule with 
Gop, that if we are without chaſtening, 
whereof all are Partakers, faith the Apoſtle, 
then are ye Baſtards and not Sons. Heb. 
X11. 8. So that when Gop delights in an 
eſpecial Manner to Honour any amongſt the 
Sons of Men, he faith not to that Man, I 
will give thee Proſperity and Eaſe, but behold 

| 1 
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I have refined thee in the Furnace of Affliion. 
If. xlviii. Thus Job, before he is tet forth 
as a Pattern of Patience, to the Church of 
Chriſt, is bereaved of all his Children, 
plundered of all his Subſtance, and ſmitten 
with ſore Boils, from the Crown of his 
Head, to the Sole of his Foot. 

St. Paul, that choſen Veſſel, was in Af- 
flictions and Diſtreſſes without Meaſure ; 
within were Fears, without were Fightings. 
And would you fee more perfect Patience 
than was in Job, or more finiſhed Graces 
than ſhone in St. Paul; you muſt look for 
them in that J-fus, who as far exceeded the 
moſt afflicted of Men in the Weight and 
Number of his Afflictions, as he did in the 
Perfection of his Holineſs: Yet of him, 
even of him, it is written, That as a Son, 
he learnt Obedience by the Things which he 
ſuffered. Heb. v. g. 

It is a ſuffering State alone which calls 
forth every ſecret Grace; which renders 
them by Exerciſe, both brighter and ſtrong- 
er, and gives them Scope to make their 
Work perfect. Therefore when we read 
of leading into Captivity, and killing with 
the Sword, Here, ſays the Lord of his 
Church, here is the Patience and Faith of the 

N 2 Saints, 
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Saints, Rev. xii. 10. 1. e. Now is the Time 
for the Diſplay of thoſe Graces: Now are 
to be ſeen the Triumphs of Faith, and the 
marvellous invicible Strength of Patience. 
The Battle and Encounter, draw forth that 
Proweſs, which in Times of Peace, lay 
chilled in the Veins, for Want of Op- 
poſition and Exerciſe. 

And what ſhall J ſay more; the Time 
would fail me, to inſtance in all the other 
Graces of the ſpiritual Life. To ſhow how 
Godly Sorrow, for Sin, 18 happily in- 
creaſed, by feeling the bitter Fruits of it in 
Pain and Sickneſs. How a true filial Fear 
of Gop, recovers its Force, under the Cor- 
rection of his Hand, which is fo generally 
weakened by Proſperity and Eaſe. How 
our Love of him is abundantly increaſed, 
when we find all the World nothing. How 
our Affections are fixed on Things above, 
when we are feeling the Emptineſs and 
Vanity of all below. Enough has been 
ſaid to prove, that when Gop chaſtens his 
believing and obedient People, it is in Love 
and tender Mercy; Ii jor their Profit, 
that they might be Partakers of his Holineſs. 
Heb. Xii. 10. 

Again, 


S EMR ON VI. 281 


Again, by ſuch alarming Viſitations, the 
dear Children of Gop, are taught to 
know more of him, of his Power and 
Faithfulneſs. Of theſe glorious Attributes, 
though ſo neceſſary to our Well-being and 
Comfort, what dark, what low Apprehen- 
fions, do even real Chriſtians entertain ! 
Apt to fear, they are as if every Thing was 
too hard for the Almighty : And where 
Appearances are againſt them, to ſhy within 
themſelve, Gop hath forgotten! Will he, 
can he, now deliver ? 

To engage therefore a more hearty Con- 


fidence from them who obey him, he 
brings them into Trouble, and into a great 


Fight of Afflictions: He hedges up their 
Way with Thorns, and walls up their Paths 
with hewn Stones, and brings them under 
the very Sentence of Death, that they may 
ſee his great Salvation, that he is able to 
make a Path through the great Deep. 
Then Iſrael ſhall cry unto me, my God, we 
know thee ; then ſhall they ſay, Great 15 
the Lord, and great is his Power, yea, and 
his Wiſdem is infinite. By ſuch Deliverances 
they are ſenſibly taught the Truth, and 
Reality of every Promiſe he hath made 
them. What he commanded them con- 

N 3 fidently 
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fidently to expect, their Experience now 
proves, is fully accompliſhed, 

Do they hear him thus engage his 
Honour, Call upon me in the Day of Trouble, 
T will deliver thee, and thou jhalt glorify my 
Name. Pialms. 1. 15. They find this good 
Word of the Lord, though tried to the 
uttermoſt, doth not fail in one Jot or Tittle. 
Does he promiſe, Though thou walkeſt in 
the midjt of Trouble, I will be with thee. 
My Saints ſhall rejoice in their Beds: They 
can declare how true the Lord their 
Strength is in fulfilling his Word, when 
they have found by happy Experience, that 
in the Multitude of their Thoughts within, 
his Comforts have delighted their Souls ; 
even the Conſolations that are in Chriſt. 
For though their own Thoughts were dark 
and diſmal, ana thoſe not a ſew in Number, 
but a long Train, a Multitude breaking in 
upon them, and ſwallowing them up; yet 
ſoon were they vilited with his Comforts, 
which were Light and Lite to their Souls. 
Thus knowing the Name of the Lord, 
how true and faithful he is, they will put 
their whole Affiance and Truſt in him; 
will wait with Patience in Times of Ad- 
verſity, and never grieve more, and be caſt 

| down, 
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down, as if he would caſt off his Peo- 
ple, that pray unto him, and love his 
Name. 

From what has been ſaid, you are to 
learn, my dear Brethren, that the moſt 
alarming Viſitations, are not ſo much to be 
dreaded as Fleſh and Blood, are apt to 
make us imagine. If you are unbclieving 
and diſobedient, you want nothing ſo 
much; for it is written, Ve Praſperity of 
Fools fhall deſtroy them. Prov. 1. 32. and 
all your Bleſſings are but Curſes in Diſguiſe. 
If therefore you have any Love for your 
own Souls, pray that the Lord would not 
let you any longer alone, to be with thoſe 
who are at Eaſe in their Sins, but ſcourge 


your Fleſh with a heavy Hand, that your 


Spirit may be ſaved in the Day of the 
Lord. 

You who are holy and beloved, obe- 
dient to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, rejoice 
abundantly in the Thought, and be thank- 
ſul that no Manner of Affliction can befall 
you from which you ſhall not reap much 
Fruit. Though your Tribulation may 
indeed be great, your Conflicts very ſharp, 
and of long Continuance, all ſhall work 
Patience, and Patience Experience, and 
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Experience Hope. Bchold ! I ſhew you 
a Myſtery, the Lord, your Gop, ſhall 
make the withered Rod of Affliction to 
bud, yea, to bring forth the peaceable 
Fruit of Righteouſneſs, to you who are 
exerciſed thereby. 
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S ERM ON VIII. 
Chriſt the only Refuge. 


CIR. 


IsA1AH A.“ 2. 


And a Man ſball be as an hiding Place 
from the Wind, and a Covert from the 


Tempeſt. 


HIS is one of the moſt noble 
and ſtriking Repreſentations of 
the Redeemer, which we find 

even in the ſublime Writings of Ifaiah. 

A Repreſentation. deſigned to raiſe our 

Adoration of him to the higheſt Degree, 

and make us gladly confeſs, Happy are the 

People who have him for their Friend, 

and for their Defence. In my Diſcourſe 
upon it, I ſhall 


I. Give 
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I. Give you a brief Deſcription of the 
infinitely glorious Properties, which diſ- 
tinzuiſh and exalt this Man. 


II. Explain what is meant by that Wind 
and Tempeſt, from which he is an all- 
ſufficient Shelter. 


III. Poirt out the Character of thoſe, 
whom alone he will defend and hide, 
and conclude with an Application of the 
whole. 


I. I am to give you ſome Deſcription of 
the infinite glocious Properties, which 
diſtinguiſh and exalt this Man, who is ſet 
before us, by the inipite Prophet, as an 
hiding Place and Covert, for the Children 
of Men. 

And if thoſe who have taken v oon them 
to diſplay the Excellencies of mere Hu- 
man Characters, have conteſſed themſelves 
at a Loſs, though renowned tor Elo uence, 
where to begin or end amiauſt fo many 
Things worthy of Admiration anc Praiſe, 
How much more juſtly, might the ſame 
Difficufty, be pleaded, where the Glory of 
the Character is abſolutely without a 
Parallel.“ Where all is perfect and divine. 

| How- 
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However for the Sake of Method, let me 
fix your Attention on the Entrance of this 
Man into our World; for in his Nativity 
he ſtands moſt honourably diſtinguiſhed 
from all the Human Race. Behold a 
Virgin conceives him, by the over-ſhadow- 
ing Power of the Holy Ghoſt! And he, 
the ſecond Adam, by this Means 1s born, 
as the firſt was formed, in all the Beauty 
of per:2& Holineſs. Not a Taint of Ori- 
ginal Sin, the Fault of our Nature, Was 
ſound upon him. In him that compleat 
Harmony, which ever ſhould ſubſiſt between 
the Soul, and its eternal Creator, was un- 
interrupted. No Will had he, different 
from that of his Heavenly Father. All 
his Affections, like an irreſiſtible Torrent, 
ruſhed forward, always to do what pleaſed 
him. So that had his Heart been viſible 
to Human Eyes, it would have appeared 
no other than a living Altar, from which 
the never-ceaſing Sacrifice, of Adoration, 
Praiſe, and Love, aſcended up to Heaven, 
with a {weet-ſmelling Savour. His whole 
Life was totally exempt from every thing 
approaching towards a Defect, He ful- 
filled all Righteouſneſs, and with Reſpect to 
his Purity and Holineſs, He was the 

Brigbi- 


188 SERMON VIII. 


Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, and the 
expreſs Image of his Perſon. 
Let was this Perſection of every Divine 
Grace maniſeſt in his Life, the ſmalleſt Part 
of his Diſtinction; for Angels attain to this 
Excellency; they perfectly and continually 
accompliſh the whole Will of Gop. But 
ſo much higher in Glory, than the ſpotleſ 
Inhabitants of Heaven, was this MAN. 
Iraſmuch as he hath obtained a more excellent 
Name than they. For unto which of the 
Angels ſaid God at any Time, thou art my 
Son. Of the Angels be faith, they are Mini- 
fters, but unto the Son be faith, thy Tirone, 
O God, is for ever and ever. And to ſtrength- 
en our Faith in this great Truth, that in 
this Man, he Fullnejs of the GoDHTAD 
dwelt bodily. That though he humbled 
himſelf to appear in the Form of a Servant, 
of a Malefactor, whom the World judged 
not fit to live, he was ſtill the MAN, hat 
is my Fellow, faith the Lord of Hojts. Hoſea 
Xiii. 7. To juſtify and ſtrengthen our Faith 
in this Truth, the whole Creation, inani- 
mate, rational and ſpiritual, paid ab.olute 
Homoge to him. The Winds and the 
W Sickneſs and Death, the Devil and 
the 
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the Hoſt of unclean Spirits liſted under 
his Banner, ſo inſtantly obeyed the Word 
of his Mouth, that the People who faw 
him in the Fleſh, though he was of the 
meaneſt Parentage and Education, mar- 
velled, ſaying, Behold ! what Manner of 
Man is this ? 

In ſhort, no Perfection either natural 
or moral was in the Father, which was 


not alſo in this MAN, ſo really and without 


all Limitation, that he faid to Philip, 
ignorant of his Glory, Have I been jo 
lang with you, and haſt thou not known me 
Philip? he that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the 
Father. 

But if this is the Caſe, it may be ſaid, 
it is the Divinity, and not the Humanity, 
that ſhould be held forth to us. And this 
marvellous Aſſertion of Scripture, that a 
Man fhall be as an hiding Place from the 
Wind, and a Covert from the Tempeſt. 
ſhould be changed. Since it is indeed and 
in truth, the GoputaD, that dwelt in 
him, which enables him to fulfil this 
Promiſe. | St 
It would be fo, if Chriſt had not taken 
part of our Fleſh, before he could be- 
come Emmanuel, i. e. Gop with us. 


If 


- * — 22 <= — — — — — 


” " — 

* % .. ys 1 
Aa” * * 
£4 — — — 
_ — — © wu * 


==> VE 

- "= — - * 

— — to 3 - An 
» 


— 
g . 
— — 


k 


rot il 9 ILSS: 5 


— > 4 1 
3 2 9 — * 
bar 6 ©, = Ab iP 
— - _ 2 


— nu” "Oy * : 
of mag ee — 0 1 — * 4 
> — — —— 


* 


' — 
12 
_ oo. . ig 


— — — — 
— 2 
* — 


* 3 8 8 _  — I 


1990 SERMON VII. 


If the Things which he performed, and 
which he ſuffered in the Body, had not been 
the procuring Cauſe of every Grace his 
Church receives, and of all the Bleſſings 
of Righteouſneſs and Salvation, which are 

unto all, and upon all them that believe. 
It was as Man, he magnified the Law, 
and made it honourable, by his conſummate 
Obedience, to the utmoſt of its Demands. 
It was as Man, he ſhed his Blood, which 
cleanſes from all Unrighteouſneſs. The 
whole Communion between the Faithful 
and their Divine Head, is eſtabliſhed in 
his being Man and Gop, in one Chriſt, 
as it is Writteng Foraſmuch as the Chiliren 
are Partakers of Fiſh and Blood, be aljs 
himſelf litzewije took part of the ſame, Heb. 
ii. 14. In all Things it behoved him to be 
made like unto his Brethren, that he might 
be a merciful and faithful I gh- Praeft, in 
Things pertaining to God, to make Recon- 
ciliation for the Sius of the People. Heb. 

11. 17. | 
Behold then the Man ! what Manner 
of Perſon he is, of whom the Text ſpeaks | 
He ſhall be called Wonderſul; for though 
born a Child, and growing up as 2 Root 
out of a dry Greund, yet was he poſſeſſed 
of 
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of infinite Wiſdom and Almighty Power. 
Of Conſequence able to ſecure and ſhelter 
to the uttermoſt all whom he engages to 
protect, And to hide them from Fear of 
every Foe. 

But what Foes, what Dangers, are the 
Children of Men expoſed to, which can 
make an hiding Place and Covert, im- 
pregnable as Omnipotence its ſelf, needful 
for them? Do you ſee Mankind in general 
ſenſible that they are naturally expoſed to 
any thing which may juſtly be compared 
to a dreadful Wind and Tempeſt? Or are 
they ſecking Shelter with all impetuous 
Eagerneſs, as Men are wont to do, when 
the loud Thunders roar, the Lightenings 
flaſh, and the Clouds pour down Floods 
of Water ? | 

It muſt be confeſſed indeed, the Un- 


concern of Sinners, 1s on the contrary moſt 


maniteſt, fo very general as to render even 


this ſtriking Repreſentation of the Office 
and Protection of Chriſt unintelligible. 
The unawakened Multitude of formal Pro- 
feſlors. will reply, when this ineſtimable 
Scripture comes before their View, what is 
this Wind ? What is this Tempeſt? We 
know not what it means 


1 


192 SERMON VIII. 


I proceed therefore, 

II. To explain, as I propoſed, what is 
meant by theſe metaphorical yet molt ſig- 
nificant Expreſſions. 

By the Wind and Tempeſt is meant, the 
Apprehenſions of the Wrath of Gop, when 
they are firſt felt by the awakened Con- 
| ſcience. Thus Heman, when his Soul was 
full of Trouble, expreſſes his Complaint to 
Gov, intreating his Pity, Thine Indignaizion 
hieth hard upon me, and thou haſt vexed me 
with all thy Storms, Pla. Ixxxviii. 7. 
In the fame diſtreſsful Apprehenſions of 
God's Diſpleaſure, Job expreſſes the Miſery 
of his Soul, ſaying, He breaketh me with a 
Tempeſt. Job ix. 17. And not to multiply 
Scripture Teſtimonies, in order to aſcertain 
the preciſe Meaning of this Metaphor, 
You will find the Gop of all Grace ad- 
dreſſing the awakened Sinner, as one af- 
flicted and toſſed with Tempeſt, whom no Man 
doth Comfort. Ifa. liv. II. 

Now the exquiſite Beauty and Strength, 
of the Compariſon, may be illuſtrated by 
the following Confiderations. 

When the Wind lifts up its Voice with 
Violence, and the gathering Tempeſt, 
threatens to diſcharge its Fury, How 
greatly does it diſturb and fright the Tra- 
veller, 
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yeller, far from any friendly Shelter, eſpe- 
cially in Eaſtern Countries, Where Tem- 
peſts mark their Way with frequent Deſo- 
lation. 
Exactly ſimilar in its Effect, is the Senſe 
of Guilt, and the Conviction of Sin, upon 
the awakened Conſcience. Then, thou 
careleſs Sinner, you will find as Job, the 
Terrors of the Lord ſet themſelves in 
array againſt you. And though for Years 
paſt, you could laugh and make a Mock 
of a wounded Spirit Wonder what Rea- 
fon a Man could find to be in Fear and 
Dread, who never was more guilty then 
his Neighbour, yet when any Senſe of 
Guilt comes to be experienced by your 
own Soul, in an effectual Degree, you will 0 
be perplexed and afflicted yourſelf. Like 1 
one, on whoſe defenceleſs Head, the en- | 
raged Elements are breaking; like one per- ö 
ſecuted with Storm and Tempeſt, you will A 
be turning your Eyes on every Side, ſeek- | 
ing ſome hiding Place and Covert. , 
Again, the Wind and Tempeſt are migh- 
ty and irreſiſtible in their Operations. 1 
What can a World do to oppoſe or ſtand bt 
before them? What can feeble Men effect, 
to mitigate their Rage, or avoid their 
4 O Aſſault? 
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Aſſault? If they find him on the Waters 
of the Sea, they carry him up to the Heg- 
ven, and down again lo the Deep of the 
Earth. In the extreme Agitation, he flag- 
gers to and fro, and is even at his Wits End. 
If on dry Land, in a Moment with one 
dreadful Blaſt, they can tear his Dwelling 
from its Foundation, and bury him in the 
falling Ruin. 

Equally mighty is the Power of an a- 
wakened Conſcience. Not all the Artifices 
that Man can uſe can drown its Accuſations, 
when Gop commands it to rebuke, and 
thunder the Sentence of his Law againſt 
the Sinner. In vain you mingle with the 
voluptuous and lawleſs Throng, in vain 
labour to ſtifle the alarming Suggeſtions of 
your Mind, by their atheiſtical Maxims, 
Tuſh, God careth not for it; is their Know- 
ledge in the moſt High? In ſpite of all your 
Pains, the diſmaying Fear of Vengeance 
threatened to unpardoned Sin, will haunt 
and torment you. | 

So ſeverely in many Inſtances has this 
been felt, as to bring on Sickneſs of Body, 
and Diforder of Mind. What ! through 
Scruples and Melancholy raiſed by the 
Preachers of Gop's Word? No, in many 

who 
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who were never alarmed by the powerful 
Manifeſtation of the Truth to their Con- 
ſciences, through Gop's faithful Miniſters, 
it is the Hand of threatening Sickneſs 
which has diſcovered and pointed out their 
Sins to them, or perhaps a Train of Miſ- 
fortunes, or the ſudden Loſs of dear Friends, 
which ſweetened Life itſelf, has ſtirred 
them up to enquire, wherefore Gop con- 
tends with them ? Wherefore he carries 
himſelf towards them as an Enemy and a 
cruel one? And whilſt the Tempeſt raiſed 
in their Souls, inſtead of bringing them 
to intreat the Lord, to be unto them as a 
hiding Place, 1s looked on by their Friends 


in the Light of a melancholy Fancy, to 


be cured by Diſſipation and larger Enjoy- 
ment of worldly Pleaſures; whilſt the 
Charge of Sin from God's own Law, en- 
forced by the Teſtimony of Conſcience, 
they here eſteemed as Scruples favouring 
of Enthuſiaſm; having no Friend to diſ- 
cloſe their Anguiſh to, ſo inſufferable is the 
Tempeſt, that it has ſometimes ended in 
Diſtraction. 5 

The laſt Particular I ſhall mention, to 
ſhew you the Beauty of comparing the 
Senſations of an awakened Conſcience, to 
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the Wind and Tempeſt, is this: Both are 
equally ſudden and unexpected. 

Oft'times in the Morning not a Cloud is 
to be ſeen in the Face of the whole Hea- 
vens. The wayfaring Man travels on re- 
Joicing in the promiſed Calm and Sun- 
Shine. The Peafant gladly goes forth to 
his Work, and to his Labour in the Field. 
Preſently the Lord bloweth with his Wind, 
and the horrid Storm comes on. The 
Birds, the Beaſts, haſten to find ſome 
Shelter, whilſt all Things are oppreſſed by 
the Violence of the diſturbed Air. 

Juſt fo it is with the Conſciences of 
Men. When the Sinner is ſaying to 
himſelf, Come on, I will enjoy myfelf to 
the full, I will with-hold my Heart from no 
Joy. When full of Scofts at the righteous 
Government and Law of Gop, of Con- 
tempt and Hatred, toward the few that 
live in dutiful Subjection to it, an Arrow 
from the Almighty ſticks faſt in his Mind. 
His Terror ſuddenly makes them afraid. 
By ſome ſpecial Providence, or imme— 
diately by GoD's own Spirit, without the 
Concurrence of any Human Means, the 
Fars which were deaf to the Words of 
Gop's Book are unſtopped, and the Eyes 

e which 
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which were blind are opened to ſee Sin 
not a venial Infirmity, but a deadly Evil 
ſlaying the Souls of Men. 

Immediately Conſcience works, and 1s 
tempeſtuous. Preſumption is all vaniſhed, 
as a Dream when one awakeneth. Doubts, 
Fears, painful Anxiety, what mult be done 
to recover Peace of Mind, and a calm with- 
in, take up all the Sinner's Thoughts. 

The moſt inveterate and hardened Of- 
fenders againſt Gop, and their own Souls, 
have often thus been overtaken, when Gop 
has been pleaſed to ſend the Commandment 
with Light and Power, and to rebuke 
them with the Spirit of Judgment. Then, 
though entrenched ever ſo deeply in worldly 
Purſuits ; fortified ever ſo ſtrongly by pro- 
phane Principles; it will bring down your 
high Looks and ſtout Hearts. God's ac- 
cuſing Law will apprehend and faſten itſelf 
upon you, whether you will or not, and 
make a hiding Place and a Covert, the 
Thing that you long for. 

With the greateſt Part of Mankind, I 
allow, it is never ſo in this Life. They 
do deſpite alas ! to the Spirit of Grace. 
But where the Conſcience is truly awakened, 
and who would not devoutly with to know 
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the worſt of himſelf, and no longer live 
in a falſe deceitful] Peace? Where the 
Conſcience is truly awakened, there is no 
hiding Place or Covert, where true Peace 
can be enjoyed, and that Calm of an en- 
lightened Mind, far better than Life itſelf, 
but under the Shadow of the Wings of 
this Max, whom my Text holds forth. 
Other Refuges are always indeed firſt tried, 


but where there is Sincerity of Heart, 


they never are, they never can, be found 
ſufficient. 

You ſay, I have ſinned, I have provoked 
God, he is angry with me. I will there- 
fore amend my Ways, and do no more fo 
wickedly. It is a noble Reſolution, and 
Gop enables you to keep it. Now you 
find a Change for the better, and think 
your Obedience will ſoon be now a De- 
tence and Refuge for your Soul. But as 
you go on in this Way of Repentance, Sin 
begins to appear Sin. Gop's Purity and 
Holineſs, the Nature of ſpiritual Religion, 
and the Demands of Duty from you, are 
better underſtood. You remember afreſh 


after another Manner your paſt Offences ; 
you are tormented with Fear, leaſt you 


ſhould not have done enough to make A- 
tonement 


0 
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tonement for your Faults, which really is 
and ever muſt be the Caſe. You do your 
utmoſt, looking with longing Eyes upon 
your Life, into your Thoughts and Deſires, 
to find them altogether ſuch, as you might 
place ſure Confidence in as a Covering for 
your Tranſgreſſion. If you are ſincere in 
ſeeking to do the Will of Gop, this you 
never can ſee, nay you will appear worſe 
in your own Eyes than before, for Light 
makes manifeſt Corruptions, which were 
concealed before through the Ignorance 
that was in you. Of Conſequence, though 
you are deſiring to ſerve Gop with your 
whole Heart, and to give up all Things 
for his Sake, ſtill you have not from within 
the Anſwer of a good Conſcience. Diſ- 
treſſing Apprehenſions freqeuntly have place 
in your Mind, as much almoſt as when you 


firſt begun to ſeek after GOD. You pain- 


fully feel yourſelf ſtill expoſed to the Wind 
and Tempeſt. 55 | 
The Reaſon of this is, you are looking 
for ſomething done. by you, or wrought 
in you, worthy to procure Favour for you 


from Gop. But being too much delivered 


from the Infatuation of Pride and Self-Love, 


to imagine any Thing yet performed, or any 
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Thing yet attained to by you equal to this, 
therefore your Soul is ſo heavy, and often 
fo diſquieted within you. 
Nov turn your Eyes from yourſelf, on 
which they have too long been fixed in an 
impropey Manner. Run with Prayer and 
Faith unto Hin whom Gon hath gleriſied, 
and ſet forth as an hiding Place and Covert. 
Look up unto him as enduring the Croſs, 
and receiving in his own bleſſed Body on 
the Tree, all the fierce Anger of the Lord, 
vnich muſt elſe have been beating upon 
your Soul to all Eternity, for the Joy of 
making a Covering for your Tranſgreſfions; 
there is the full Demonſtration of his Love. 
Lock up to him, as ſitting on the Throne 
of God, there is the Demonſtration of his 
Ability and Power to ſhelter you. Exa- 
mine his Excellency, the Deſign of his 
Undertakings, the Declarations of the jea- 
lous Gop, of their abundant Succeſs in 
Behalf of all Sinners that flee unto him 
as the hiding Place from the Storm and 
Tempeſt of deſerved Indignation. Strive 
to commit your Soul into the Hands of 
Chriſt, as your Advocate, Mediator, and 
Propitiation. Take it not. for granted 
you have done fo already; depend now as 
much 


SERMON VIII. 201 


much upon him as the Atonement full 
and perfect for your Sins, as you would 
have done on your own Performances, had 
you ſeen them every Way equal to your 
Duty, and worthy to delight the pure Eyes 
of Gov. Then you ſhall find Peace and 
Safetys that you ſtand within the Pro- 
tection, and under the Shadow of a Di- 
vine Covert; the more you ſearch and 
examine the Defence it affords, the more 
ſatisſicd will you be of the Security of your 
Situation. ; 

And now you may look into yourſelf 
with Joy to find your perſonal Obedience 
and Holineſs a /uffcrent Witneſs of your 
Sincerity, in hearing the Voice of Chrift, 
and following him; a ſufficient Foundation 
to conclude you certainly belong to him, 
though leſs than nothing, when pleaded as 
any Atonement and Reconciliation for Ini- 
quity. Now perſuaded it coſt more to 
make Atonement for the leaſt Sin, than you 
know Angels could offer unto Gop, you 
will honour the great High-Prieſt of our 
Profefiion, in his Perſon, Undertakings, 
and Office, with the Honour you before 
was defirous to give to the Works of your 
own Hands, and to the Virtues of your 

Own 


202 SERMON VIII. 


own Character. The happy Conſequence 
will be humble Boldneſs before Gop, and 
a drawing near to him in full Aſſurance of 
Faith, having your Heart ſprinkled from 
an evil Conſcience, by the Blood of Jeſus. 
This Man will be as an hiding Place and 
Covert, from all Apprehenſions of the An- 
ger of God, and from all tormenting Fears 
of his Diſpleaſure. 

It was ſaid that the greater Part of 
Mankind know not ever what it is to be ſo 
troubled in Mind through Dread of God's 
Wrath, as to ſeek after any Refuge. They 
frequently die in a ſettled Denial of Gop's 
Government and the Word of his Truth. 
Conſequently in the firſt Meaning of the 
metaphorical Expreſſion, Wind and Tem- 

eſt, they are not included. 

But though they paſs all their Days 
without a Fear of Gop's Wrath; without 
being able ever to underſtand it poſſible, 
to be afflicted and toſſed with a Tempeſt 
of Conſcience, unleſs a Man has been ſcan- 
dalous in Sin: However Men may go down 

in Peace to their Graves, as a Shock of 
Corn in its Seaſon, ſha/l they eſcape for 
their Wickedneſs ? Thou O God fhalt caſt 
them down. They are not, they cannot be, 

Out 
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out of the Reach of a far more dreadful 
Wind and Tempeſt, than the Fears and 
Terrors of Conſcience. For the Day 
cometh, when the Puniſhment of the De- 
ſpiſers and Enemies of Gop ſhall be fo 
overwhelming, unexpected, and diſaſtrous, 
that he hath himſelf repreſented it by the 
terrible Image of Wind and Tempeſt. Up- 
on the Wicked he ſhall rain Snares, Fire, 
and Brimſlone, and an horrible Tempeſt, Pal. 
xi. 6. The Adverſaries of the Lord fhall be 
broken to Pieces, out of Heaven ſhall he thunder 
upon them, 1 Sam. ii. 10. The very ſame 
Image is much more amplified by Solomon, 
and with ſuch Strength and Beauty, as diſ- 
parages the moſt adorned Deſcriptions in 


the Claſhc Writers. Then in the Day of 


the Lord ſhall the right-aiming Tbunder-Bolts 
go abroad, and from the Clouds as from a 
well drawn Bow, ſhall they fly to the Mark, 


to the devoted Sinner, and Hailſtones full of 


Wrath ſhall be caſt as out of a Stone Bow, 
yea a mighty Wind ſhall ſtand up againſt 
them, and like a Storm ſhall blow them away, 
Wiſ. v. 21. 

In the New Teſtament, which conſtantly 
uſes the Images and Languages of the Old, 
our Lord deſcribes the miſerable End of the 


Un- 
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Unbelieving and Diſobedient, by the Me- 
taphor in the Text. Every ane that heareth 
theſe Sayings of mine, and doth them not, 
ſpall be likened unto a fooliſh Man, which buzlt 
his Houſe upon the Sand, and the Rain de- 
ſcended, and the Floods came, and the Winds 
blew, and beat upon that Hoi ſe, and great 

was the Fall thereof, Mat. vii. 26, 27. 
Here my Brethren upon this Wind and 
Tempeſt would I fix your moſt folemn At- 
tention, Think with yourſelves at what 
molt intereſting Scenes, infinitely above the 
reach of Language to defcribe, we muſt 
all be preſent. Hark! the Voice of the 
Arch-Angel, and the Trump of Gop, have 
founded. Every Ifland and Mountain, 
the whole Earth, the Sea, the Air, are 
ſhaken, convulſed, and paſs away, in the 
horrible Tempeſt® Where ſhall we appear? 
How make our Hearts ſtrong amidſt ſuch 
Sights, ſuch Scenes of deſolating Venge- 
ance ? When Gop cometh tt lay Fudgment 
to the Line, and Righteouſneſs to the Plummet. 
How, how thalil we be ſheltered, fo that 
none of his Wrath ſhall fall upon us? 
ill your own Goodneſs and Virtue, think 
you, be a Covering ſtrong enough to bear 
the Weight and Fury of the incumbent 
Storm ? 
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Storm? Juſt as much as the Shepherd's 
Cot, or the Lodge in the Garden of Cu- 
cumbers, which the firſt Blaſt of Wind 
carries before its for no ſooner ſhall Inqui- 
fition be made, than innumerable Defects 
and Blemiſhes ſhall appear in your beſt 
Performances, and a Multitude of Tranſ- 
greſſions, little in your own Eyes, will then 
glare with Guilt, and foul Contempt of 
Gop and Duty, leaving you of Conſe- 
- quence expoſed to Wrath, if you have no 
other Shelter to ſtand under, than that 
which your own Virtue and Obedience can 
afford you. 

Will imploring even with ſtrong Cries 
and Tears, the Protection of Mercy, that 
encouraging Perfection in Gop, Mercy, 
be as an hiding Place to the Sinner ? Yet, 
ſo long as the acceptable Time, the Day of 
Salvation is prolonged, but in the great 
Waterfloods, no Sinner can be ſafe in the 
ſuppoſed neceſſary Actings of this Attri- 
bute, becauſe Wrath as well as Mercy come 
from Gop, and his Indignation refteth 
upon Sinners. At this Hour, if never be- 
fore, all Men ſhall ſee, that Mercy like the 
Exaltation defired for Zebedee's Children, 
hall be given only to them for whom it is 


prepared, 
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prepared, not to the Lawleſs, the Diſobe- 
dient, and Unbelieving. 

Will Millions and Millions of the Rich, 
and the Learned, be any Defence when 
banded together againſt the Storm? Juſt 
as much as an Heap of Chaff, before the 
Whirlwinds of the South. Whillt in the 
Body, they could ſometimes deaden the 
Convictions of Conſcience, and embolden 
each other in Sin and Wickedneſs: But 
alas! how is the brazen Brow of Impu- 
dence and Atheiſm now confounded ? 
They that made a Mock of Faith and 
Grace, whoſe Voice was wont to ſpirit up 
the Company oi the Ungodly, now ſpends 
22 vain, by calling on the Mountains 
and the Rocks to cover them from the 
Wrath of the Lamb. 

Seeing then none of theſe Things, no 
human Virtue, nor the uncovenanted Mer- 
cy of Gop, nor the Multitude of Sinners, 
can be any Refuge for the Soul, when the 
Wrath of Gop, like a mighty Wind and 
Tempeſt, 7s ffirred up round about, O | 
ſhow me the Means, the Place of abſolute 
Safety, that I may run unto it as a Tower, 
and be hid from all theſe Storms that are 
coming upon Men! 

The 
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The appointed Means of Safety, the 
Place of abſolute Security, Gop himſelf in 
my Text holds forth. Behold, ſays he, 4 
King ſhall Reign in Righteouſneſs, and a Man 
(the Hebrew is that Maw) /ball be an hiding 
Place from the Wind, and a Covert from the 
Tempeſt. 

By Nature, by Office, by Inclination, 
he is every Way qualified to protect and 
ſave his People. As a Hen gathereth her 
Chickens under her Wings, to uſe an II- 
luſtration of his own, ſo will the Lord 
ſtand round about them, to ſave them from 
the Violence of the Wind and Tempeſt. 
He is the Advocate that is worthy to plead 
for Sinners, who with true Repentance 
and Faith have fled to him. He is worthy 
to make Interceſſion for ſuch Tranſgreſſors, 
becauſe he is ſet forth as a Propitiation for 
Sin, ſuch an all- ſufficient One, as Gop can- 
not but accept, and be pleaſed with. The 
Power of Jeſus, and the Truth of his Pro- 
miſes mult fail, before any Plague or Exe- 
cutioner of Vengeance can hurt ſo much as 
| a Hair of his redeemed Ones. Heaven 
and Earth ſhall paſs away with a great 


Noiſe, whilſt his Faithfulneſs and Truth 
ſhall 
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ſhall be for immoveable Bulwarks to 
his People. A more compleat Protection 
from every Evil and every Danger, cannot 
be imagined, then will be over all thoſe, 
before whom this Man, preſenting them 
in one Body to the Father, ſhall fay, Be- 
Bold] me, and the Children whom thou haſt 
gruen me ; Father, I will that where I am, 
they may be alſo. 

Immediately their eternal Security, thro' 
the infinite Strength of their hiding Place 
and Covert, ſhall be proclaimed in the Pre- 
ſence of Men and Angels, in ſome ſuch 
Declarations we may conccive as theſe. 
Who ſhall lay any Thing, to the Charge of 
Gop's Elect ? It is Gor that juſtifieth. 
Who is be that condemneth ? It is Chriſt that 
died, yea, rather that is rijen again, Wwho 1s 
even at the right Hand of Gop, who aljs 
mahketh Interceſſion for us. Who was dead 
and is alrve again, and tliveth jor evermore, 
to be the Author of eternal Salvation to FOOD 
that obeyed him. 

The peculiar and diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
racter of thoſe happy Perſons, who ſhall 
thus be hid and eternally ſecured by the 
mighty Protection of this MAN. I pro- 
ceed to point out. 


III. 
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III. And here, were it lawful to frame 
a Wiſh, contrary to the moſt clear and 
poſitive Aſſertions of the Gop of Wiſdom 
and of Truth; who can have a Heart fo 
unconcerned about the Happineſs of Man- 
kind, as not to defire that every Soul 
amongſt the Poſterities of Adam, might 
be ſafe from the Violence of the Tempeſt, 
and happy in everlaſting Security from 
every Evil ? Utterly void of that Good- 


will to Men, which Chriſtian Faith ever 


inſpires, muſt he be, who has never wept 
over the Multitude, which imitate in their 
Unbelief and Rebellion, the devoted In- 
habitants of Jeruſalem : Who has not ha- 
bitually made it his earneſt Prayer for all 
Men, as much as for himſelf, that they 
may be ſaved from the Wrath to come. 
This I can ſay, fo earneſtly deſirous am I 
of your Salvation, that I would be content 
my Lips ſhould now be ſealed up in Silence, 
and my Body laid in the Grave, if that 
might be in any wiſe effectual to prevent 
you, my Beloved, from feeling the Furi- 
ouſneſs of Gop's Diſpleaſure. 

You will not wrong me therefore fo 
much, as to ſuppoſe, I can have any Plea- 
ſure, in limiting and confining this only 
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hiding Place and Covert. Believe me, I 
am compelled by the Truth of Gop, when 
I tell you, in the Words of this MAN, 
few there be that will find him as a hiding 
Place, and Covert to their Souls. 

Jeſus will never be your Protector who 
have lived and died in the Service, and 
under the Defilement of vile Luſts and 
Affections. For this, to his infinite Shame, 
would be making himſelf a Defence for 
the Children of the Devil, and a Sanctuary 
to thoſe whoſe very Principles and Practices 
are an Abomination unto Gop. This 
would be to encourage all poſſible Pre- 
ſumption and Continuance in Sin. For 
who would ever lay his Tranſgreſſions to 
Heart, ſorrowing for them with a Godly 
Sorrow, and deteſting them as his worſt 
Enemies, whilſt he ſuppoſes he ſhall find 
Shelter under the Wings of the Almighty 
Saviour, though taken away in the Love 
and Practice of Iniquity ? To entertain 
ſuch an Imagination, is to blaſpheme 
Chriſt as the Miniſter and Encourager of 
Sin. Hearken ye that are thus deluded, 
to the real unchangeable Character of the 
Man in whom ye madly truſt, whilſt ye 
rebel againſt his Government. Behold ! 

8 Fry 1 
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1 fend an Angel before thee, to keep thee in 
the Way, and to bring thee mto the Place 
which I have prepared. Beware of him, 
and obey his Voice. Provoke him noi for he 
will not pardon your Tranſgreſſions, for my 
Name is in him, EX. XX1ll. 20, 21. 

Jeſus will not be your Protector, who 
under the Glarc of zealous Profeſſion, 
nay even of many Labours for advancing 
his Kingdom amongſt Men, remain in ſe- 
cret attached to ſome beloved Luſt. For in 
that Day, when he all be glorified in his 
Saints, and admired by all them that believe 
as their Defence and Covert ; many ſays he, 
Shall come and ſay unto me, Lord have we 
not propheſied in thy Name, eaten and 
drank in thy Preſence, caſt out Devils, and 
wrought many mighty Works? Then will I 
fay unto them, depart from me, JI never 
knew you, ye Workers of Iniquity. Nay, 
though you are harmleſs and inoffenſive 
before Men; it you are no more ; if no 
true Love to GoD warms your Heart, and 
makes you active in Obedience, Jeſus will 
not be your hiding Place and Covert. For 
the five fooliſh Virgins, who were un- 
blameable touching their outward De- 
meanour, when they would fain have entered 
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under his Defence and Reſuge, found the 
Door for ever ſhut againſt them. 
Leaſt of all, will Jeſus be your Pro- 
tector, if you truſt in yourſelf as righteous; 
if you go about to eſtabliſh your Sobriety 
and Honeſty, Charity and Devotion, as a 
ſufficient Recommendation of yourſelf to 
Gop. For jo many as are of the Works of 
the Law, are under the Curſe, Gal. 111. 10. 
Chrift ſhall profit them nothing. The ſame 
Scriptures which hold forth the Son of Gop, 
under the Image of an hiding Place and 
Covert, continually declare, By Grace are 
ye ſaved through Faith, and that not of your- 
ſelves, it is the Gift of God, not of Works 
leaſt any Man fhould boajt, Eph. ii. 8, 9. 
Ponder now theſe Scriptures; compare 
them with the profeſſed Hopes, and the 
open Practice of Men; and ſay whether 
they are more than a few, who ſhall be 
hid under the Wings of this Man, and find 
his Faithfulneſs and Truth their Refuge ? 
Whether the Multitude of Sinners are not 
evidently of that Spirit and Diſpoſition, 
againſt which Gop hath ſworn in his 
Wrath, that it ſhall never eſcape his a- 
venging Juſtice ? 


The 
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The few who are the highly-favoured 
Objects of the Redeemer's Love and Pro- 
tection, as he himſelf deſcribes them, John 
x. 27. Hear his Voice and follow him. Hear 
every Precept, and receive every Doctrine 
in his Scripture, as the very Words that 
proceeded out of his Mouth, with all Sub- 
million, and Readineſs of Mind, as from 
an unerring Teacher. They hear to prac- 
tiſe, not to diſpute ; to be more different 
from others, in their Behaviour towards 
Gop and Man, than in their Sentiments. 
Thankful for his Sacrifice, glorying in his 
Crols, they abide in Chriſt, as their City 
of Refuge, and his Words abide in them. 

Theſe he is not now aſhamed to call his 
Friends, his Brethren. Theſe, when his 
Glory ſhall appear, ſhall ſhine through the 
Honour he will put upon them, and be 
filled with all his Fullneſs. 

From what has been ſaid, learn to re- 
verence the Son of Gop. The eternal 
Father knowing his infinite Worth, and 
your infinite Need of him, faith, They will 
ſurely reverence my Son. The moſt pro- 
voking Sin, here chargeable on Man, and | 
which is indeed the Root of all others, is 4 
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deſpiſing and rejecting him. Saying, by 
your Actions, and the Thoughts of your 
Heart, this MAN ſhall not reign over us. 
But remember, if you will not in this Life, 
ſubmit to him with all Gladneſs as your 
King and Saviour, in the next, you muſt 
find him your everlaſting Enemy and Aven- 
ger. Go and aſk of the Sinners of Jeru- 
ſalem, and they will teach you. Not thr; 
Man, ſaid they, but Barabbas the Robber. 
Not this Man ,fay you, but the World. 
And now behold, in little more than half 
a Century, the Wind and Tempeſt of 
Gop's Wrath came upon theſe Deſpiſers of 
his dear Son ; deſtroyed their Temple, abo- 
liſhed their Kingdom, and has been beat- 
ing upon their Poſterity to this Hour. 

In much leſs Time, the Wrath of the 
ſame incenſed Gop, if you perſiſt, and are 
found out of Chriſt, may overtake you, 
without any Place to flee unto, to hide 
yourſelf. You muſt then remain a wretch- 
ed Monument of Sin, rendered abſolutely 
incurable, through your own Pride and 
Preſumption. K therefore the Son, leaſt 
he be angry. Seek above all Things, 7o be 
reconciled to him, leaſt you periſh from the 
right Way. 

You, 
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Vou, who (as St. John expreſſes the Be- 


liever's Character) are in him that is true, 
Often recollect the Uneaſineſs, the Fears, 
you have felt, leaſt the Indignation of Gop 
ſhould abide on you. Remember how in- 
effectual all your Attempts were to gain 
ſolid Peace of Mind, till you fled for Re- 
fuge to this MAN, who is given for theSanc- 
tuary of every Sinner afflicted in Conſci- 
ence, and troubled through a deep Concern 
for the Salvation of his Soul. Be frequent 
in contemplating the bleſſed Change of your 
Condition, and the inviolable Protection 
promiſed to you, whilit you continue will- 
ing and obedient. Let much of your de- 
vout Exerciſes be employed in ſearching 
out all that is declared in Scripture, con- 
cerning this hiding Place and Covert, under 
which you ſtand. Survey the ſure Foun- 
dation it is built upon, the infinite Coſt 
with which it was erected ; its impreg- 
nable Strength againſt every Aſſault. And 
then, fired with active Gratitude, and Love 
unfeigned, your Soul will magnify the Lord 
by every Expreſſion of dutiful Subjection, 
and your Spirit rejoice in Gop your Sa- 
viour. And when the mizhty Thunderings, 
and Hail, and Fire from the Lord, ſhall 

| 4 ſinite 
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ſmite Fhroughcut all the Land of Egypt, 
Exod. ix. 29. You ſhall be with the 
whole Iſrael of Gop in the Land of Goſhen, 
where o there is no Hail. | 
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SERMON IX. 


On Simon the Phariſee, and the 
Woman that was a Sinner. 


LUKE vil. 36. 


And one of the Phariſees deſired Feſus that 
he would eat with him. And he went 
into the Phariſee's Houſe and fat down to 
Meat. 


E have few Inſtances upon Re- 
cord, of any amongſt the Pha- 
riſees, deſiring to hold any 

friendly Intercourſe with the Redeemer. 

Some of them groſſly hypocritical in their 

Profeſſion of the ſtricteſt Piety, and all of 

them corrupted by a proud ſelf-righteous 


Spirit ; they were ever diſputing with Jeſus, 
They 
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They were bitter Enemies to him, all the 
Time of his public Miniſtry, and the very 
Perſons who at laſt brought the Guilt of 
his Blood upon their Heads. 

One of theſe, however, more open to 
Conviction than the reſt, and ſomewhat af- 
fected with the Charge our Lord had juſt 
brought againſt them, for rejecting John 
the Baptiſt, and vilifying him on Account 
of the great Auſterity of his Life and Man- 
ners, whilſt at the ſame Time they re- 
proached himſ.1f, for his Courteſy and Af- 
fability to all. One of them dejired that Je- 
ſus would eat with him. 

And Jeſus, not knowing what Reſent- 
ment, or angry Prejudice meant, accepts 
the Invitation, and ſat down to meat. And 
behold, an Incident, the moſt extraordinary 
that could happen. A Woman, that was 
a Sinner, in a moſt notorious and infamous 
Degree, when ſhe knew that Feſus fat at 
meat in the Pharyſee's Houſe, came unto him. 
Well ſhe underſtood the haughty Spirit of- 
the Man and of his Sect, who had invited 
our Lord to his Table ; that he would look 
upon her with ſcornful Diſdain, and think 
his very Dwelling defiled, by her Entrance 
within his Doors. But notwithſtanding 

5 theſe 
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theſe diſcouraging Circumſtances, ſhe could 
not but venture, forcibly drawn by her 
ſupreme Veneration and Love to Jeſus, by 
whom the Eyes of her Underſtanding had 
been enlightened to know her Tranſgreſ- 
fions ; the Way of Mercy and Salvation 
pointed out, and a once lewd and moſt laſ- 
civious Woman, brought to ſeek after 
Purity of Heart. And as ſhe feared ſome 
Ceremonies of Reſpect towards Jeſus Chriſt 


might be omitted, by one who had no 


great Regard for him ; ſhe determined her- 
ſelf, to perform thoſe little Feſtal Rites, 
which were uſual and moſt agreeable in a 
hot Eaſtern Country, though utterly un- 
known in our colder Climate. For this 
Purpoſe ſhe brought with her an Alabaſter 
Box of Ointment, by its reviving Fragrancy 
to. refreſh his Senſes. And having gained 
Admittance, ſhe did not preſume, though 


a Perſon of ſome Fortune, as 1s generally 


ſuppoſed, ſhe did not preſume to fit with 
Jeſus at the Table; but, as if worthy 
only to perform the Offices of a Servant, 
ſhe flood at his Feet, behind the Couch on 
which he was reclined, and began to waſh 
his Feet with Tears. Tears of great Price, 


becauſe they flowed from a broken and a 
contrite 
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contrite Heart ; from an ingenuous Sor- 
row for Sin, and a lively Senſe of that rich 
Grace, which ſtrongly encouraged her to 
hope ſhe ſhould receive Pardon and Abſo- 
lution for all her Sins. 

And the better to expreſs her profound 
Reverence for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
ſhe held nothing too good to be employed 
for his Convenience. She wipes his Feet 
clean with the principal Ornament of her 
Beauty; and thoſe diſ-ſhevelled Locks, 
which by their elegant Dreſſing, had ſo 
often been ſpread, to catch the Eyes of 
looſe Admirers, are now religiouſly em- 
ployed to dry his Feet, from whoſe Paths 
the had fo greatly wandered. She wiped 
them with the Hair of her Head, and kijjed 
Bis Feet, and anointed them with the Oint- 
ment ; which though coſtly, and therefore 
encloſed in Alabaſter, ſhe pretumed not to 
pour 1t on his ſacred Head, eſteeming it but 
good enough to anoint his hallowed Feet. 
In theſe remarkable, and very ſubmiſſive 
Ways, did this Woman expreſs her vehe- 
ment Gratitude towards the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. | 

Now when the Phariſce which had bidden 
lim ſaw it, he ſpake within himſelf, ſaying 

thts 
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this Man, if he were a Prophet, would have 
known who, and what Manner of Woman 
this ts, that toucheth him, for ſhe is à Sinner. 

Something inclined he was from the 
Works, which Jeſus had done, to believe 
till now, that he was ſent of Gop. But 
this, his allowing one ſo vile and infamous 
in her paſt Life, to anoint his Feet, was a 
full Proof to him of his Miſtake. Had 
Jeſus indeed been the Meſſenger of the Lord 
of Hoſts, in that extraordinary Manner 
which was given out, he mult have been 
poſſeſſed, the Phariſee concluded, with 
Diſcernment of Spirits; and of Courſe 
have known, if he had not been informed 
by Report, all the Impurities, and ſcanda- 
lous Iniquity of this Woman. And then 
he concluded, he mult have treated her 
with the ſame Diſdain, which he himſelf 
thought ſo juſtly to be her Due. Inſtead of 
ſuffering any Thing approaching towards 
even a civil Behaviour to her, or allowing 
her ſo much as to touch his Garment. He 
was perſuaded he would ſharply have re- 
buked her, ſaying, ſtand by thou vile and 
reprobate Woman, for I am hoher than 
thau. 


Thou 


222 SERMON IX. 


Thus reaſoned the Phariſee within him- 
ſelf, though he was not bold enough to 
ſpeak out his Sentiments. Little did he 
think the Gueſt he had invited to his Table, 
had Eyes like a Flame of Fire, ſearching 
the very Secrets of every Heart ; and was 
one to whom all Thoughts are known, long 
before the Tongue can give them Utter- 
ance. To convince him of this, Jeſus an- 
ſwering the Objection juſt formed by the 
Phariſee in his own Mind, ſaid unto him, 
Simon, I have ſomething to ſay unto thee. 
And he ſaid, Maſter, ſay on. 

There was a certain Creditor which bad 
two Debtors. By the Creditor, is meant 
the Great and Eternal Gop, to whom we 
are all indebted, for not paying to him, 
what we owe, as his Creatures, and much 
more as his redeemed Ones, the Debt of 
perfect Love and ſinleſs Obedience. The 
one owed him five hundred Pence, the other 
fifty. By the former is meant, every Per- 
ſon, who to the common univerſal Guilt 
of Careleſſneſs, Forgetfulneſs, and Con- 
tempt of Go in many Inſtances, has add- 
ed ſcandalous Iniquities; declared his Sin 
as Sodom ; and been a Seducer and Cor- 
rupter of others. 


By 
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By the Debtor which owed fifty Pence, 
only a tenth Part of the larger Sum, is 
meant every Perſon, who through the Be- 
nefit of early Inſtruction, pious Education, 
and reſtraining Grace, has been alwas re- 
gular and ſober, and never defiled with any 
Offence, groſs in the Eyes of the World. 
And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly 

forgave them both. No ſooner have you broke 

Gop's Laws, whether in few or more 
Particulars ; in leſs, or greater Sins; by 
Thought and Deſire, or by open Practice; 
then you become equally incapable of mak- 
ing any Payment that can fatisfy your Cre- 
ditor. The little Sinner, or the great, can 
be pardoned only by the ſame Act of free 
Grace in Gop. 

And it is ſaid, When they had nothing to 
pay, he frankly forgave them both. To 
teach you, that ſo long as you go about to 
eſtabliſh the Merit of your Righteouſneſs, 
or proudly Fancy any Thing that can be 
done by you, and be found in you, will be 
received in Part of Payment : Your Debt 
ſtill remains uncancelled. It is not till 
you own the Demand of Gop's Law upon 
you, for Obedience in Time paſt, can in no 


an 


wiſe be anſwered by you, till you perceive | 
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an utter Impoſſibility of making any Com- 
poſition for your Debt; it is not, till this 
is the abiding Perſuaſion of your Heart that 
you can be ever forgiven, whether you are 
a little or a great Sinner. 

And when they had nothing to pay; no 
Plea to offer in Juſtification of themſelves ; 
no Excuſe from the Frailty 'of human Na- 
ture ; the Strength of Temptations, and 
from ballancing ſome Inſtances of Obedi- 
ence againit their Faults. He frankly for- 
gave them both, out of the mere Goodneſs 
of his Nature, who is the Lord, merciful 
and gracious. Tell me therefore, which of 
them will love him moſt. 

Simon the Phariſee no more perceiving 
the Application which our Lord deſigned 
to make of this Parable, than David did, 
when Nathan the Prophet was ſent to him. 
Simon anſwered and ſaid, J ſuppoſe, that he, 
to whom he forgave moſt. And he ſaid unto 
him, Thou haſt rightly judged. And he 
turned from the Table to the Women, that 
was behind him, and ſaid unto Simon, ſeeſt 
thou this Woman ? Whom in your Heart 
you diſdain ; whom you think far beneath 
the Notice of every good Man ; and on Ac- 
count of my ſuffering her to approach me, 

and 
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and expreſs her profound Reverence to me 
in your Houſe ; you have already determin- 
ed within yourſelf, that I am a vile Impoſ- 
tor, and no true Prophet. Seeft thou this 
Woman ? I entered into thine Houſe, and 
though at your own particular Invitation, 
as if it was Honour enough to be admitted 
into your Preſence ; Thou gaveſt me no Wa- 
ter for my Feet, but ſhe infinitely exceeding 
the Bounds of mere Civility, has ſhewn 
me the utmoſt Marks of Gratitude. She 
has waſbed my Feet with Tears, and wiped 
them with the Hairs of her Head. 

Thou gaveſt me no Kiſs. The uſual Man- 
ner of expreſſing Friendſhip in the Eaſtern 
Countries. In this moſt common Ceremony 
of Civility you have been wanting, and 
treated me with a rude Neglect. But this 
Woman, on whom you look down with 
ſuch Scorn, fnce the Time that I came in, 
has not ceaſed to kiſs my very Feet. 

My Head with Oil thou didſt not anoint. 
But this Woman at whom you have taken 
Juch high Offence, hath anointed my Feet 
with Ointment. 

Now in order to teach you the real 
Cauſe of that very great Difference of 
Treatment I have met with from yourſelf, 
and from her ; and of thoſe ſtrange Ex- 
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preſſions of her Love to me. LT ſay unto 
thee, her Sins which are many, great in Guilt, 


and repeated Times without Number, I 
allow; nay fo ſcandalous, as to make her 


in Time paſt juſtly avoided, and deſerving 
of the ſevereſt Reproach. Her Sins which 
are many are forgiven. _ 

For as I live faith the Lord I have no Plea- 
ſure in the Death of him that dieth. Let the 
Wicked forſake his Way, and the unrighteous 
Man his Thourhts, and let him return unto 
the Lord, and he will have Mercy upon bim; 
and to cur God, for he will abundantly par- 
dan. Yet though your Sins be as Scarlet, 
they ſhall be made White as Snow, though 
they be as Crimſon, they ſhall be as Wool. 

Now according to theſe free and gra- 
cious Promiſes, her Sins which are many, 
upon her true and hearty Repentance, and 
lively Faith in me, are now no more im— 
puted to her. 

Or: mnunge T2. Therefore ſhe has loved 
much, * for this Interpretation the Senſe of 
« the Parable abſolutely requires, and the 
« conjunctive Particle cr admits though 
„ not in the pure Greek Idiom, yet in the 
« Helliniſtic Uſe of it *.” 

It 


* Pinxs's Trial of ſincere Love to Chriſt, Page 125. 
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It was the ſtrong Senſe ſhe had upon 
her Mind, that ſhe was one of thoſe Deb- 
tors, who owed five hundred Pence, to- 
tally unable to diſcharge the leaſt Part of its 
It was her clear Perception, that ſhe was 
in Danger on this Account of being thruſt 
into that Priſon of Torment, from which 
there is no releaſe; and in this alarming, 
guilty State of Mind, receiving the joy ful 
Tidings, which I have ſo often and fo 
publickly proclaimed, ſaying, F auy Man 
thirſt, let him come and drink, John vii. 37. 
It was this News, a ſoothing Balm to her 
wounded Spirit, and a Ground of Hope to 
her ſelf-condemning Conſcience. It was 
this my Goſpel, which tranſported her into 
all thoſe extraordinary Expreſſions of re- 
gard for me, which you have ſeen, and 
been fo much diſguſted with. 

But to whom little 1s forgiven, the ſame 
loveth little. 

The Reaſon on the contrary of all the 
Incivilities and Neglect I have met with 
from you, is that your Offences in your 
own partial Eſtimate of them, are ſmall and 
inconliderable. Your good Deeds you think 
either over-ballance your bad ones, or that 
your own perional Obedience and Righte- 
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ouſneſs, is very near ſufficient to obtain 
Salvation. 

Thus blinded through Pride and Self- 
Love, ſuppgling you have little to be for- 
given, of Conſequence you conclude, a 
little Degree of Affection and Regard to the 
Saviour, as much as is his Due. For the 
Senſe of Obligation and Gratitude, will 
ever bear exact Proportion to your own 
Eſtimate of your Demerit and Sinfulneſs. 
By your Anſwer therefore to the Caſe pro- 
poſed, of the Creditor and the two Deb- 
tors, you have yourſelf juſtified this Wo- 
man's Behaviour towards me, and given at 
the ſame Time the true Reaſon of the 
Rudeneſs of your Treatment of me. 

And he ſaid unto her thy Sins are for given. 
The Woman could not but be under much 
Confuſion, and painful Perplexity of Mind, 
whilſt the Eyes of the whole Company 
were fixed upon her: And Jeſus was vin- 
dicating both her Conduct and his own. 
Therefore to give her the ſtrongeſt Conſo- 
lation and Encouragement : To aſſure her, 
it was no Preſumption to conclude the was 
paſſed from Death unto Life ; from a State 
of Wrath and Condemnation, into a State 
of Favour and Acceptance ; With that 
Authority 
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Authority which became the Saviour, and 
with that Tenderneſs of Affection peculiar 
to himſelf, he fully confirmed all her Hopes, 
and gave her aſſuredly to know from his 
own Mouth, that ſhe had nothing to fear 
from any Thing that was paſt. He ſaid unto 
her thy Sins are forgiven, they are now 
actually blotted out, and ſhall not be fo 
much as once mentioned unto you. 

And they that jat at Meat with him, be- 
gan to ſay within themſelves, who is this 
that forgiveth Sins alſo ? 

The Phariſees had no Conception, that 
ſuch an unſpeakable Blefling as an Aſſurance 
of preſent Pardon, was to be enjoyed upon 
Earth : For being unhumbled themſelves, 
and Strangers to the Power of Godlineſs, 
they could not know how effectually Gop 
healeth thoſe that are broken in Heart, 
and comforts ſuch as truly mourn for their 
Sins. | 
Befides this, they had the ſtrongeſt Ob- 
jections to make to the Power and Au- 
thority of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Who 15 
this that forgiveth Sins alſo ? It is not the 


Voice of a Man, but of Gop, to fay thy 


Sins are forgiven. But is not this the Car- 
penter © the Son of Foſeph and Mary? is it 
Q 3 not 
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not Jeſus of Nazareth? They were in- 


cenſed therefore at him, as arrogating 
a Prerogative which did not belong to 
him, for who can forgive Sins except GoD 
alone? | | 
Through the Blindneſs of their Hearts, 
they beheld not his Glory, nor at all un- 
deritood that he was God manifeſt in the 
Fleſh. And as they were not diſpoſed to 
receive this great Truth, it ſeemed good to 
our Lord, to leave the Gbjeftion they con- 
ceived in their own Hearts againſt him 
for this Speech unanſwered ; and to bring 
no Proot from Scripture, to thow them 
wheretore he ſpoke in this God-like Man- 
ner to the Woman before him. 

He faid to the Woman, thy Faith hath 
| faved thee, go in Peace. Thy humble and 
| entire Truſt and Confidence in me, as the 
| Chriſt of Gop, ſent into the World to 

call Sinners to Repentance, fo ſeek and to 

v that which was off, Thy Dependance 

on me, as iufiicient in my Power, Grace, 

| and Merit, to pardon and abſolve, and 
| preſent you righteous before the Father, 
| hath ſaved thee. Now, even now, it has 
| ſaved thee from the Curſe of the Law; 
from the Wrath of God ; from the Do- 
| minion 
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minion of thoſe abominable Luſts which 
had well nigh deſtroyed your Soul for ever. 
Go in Peace. Be not ſhaken or perplexed 
in your Mind, by any Thing you have heard 
the Phariſees object and cavil. Abide in that 
lively comfortable Aſſurance that your Sins 
are pardoned, which my Word, who am 
Truth itſelf, demands from you. 

And no doubt this Woman departed in 
Peace, no more tormented with the Sting 
of unpardoned Guilt. No doubt ſhe de- 
parted from his Preſence with a Heart de- 
livered from all Dread of God's avenging 
Juſtice, though filled with utter Abhor- 
rance and Deteſtation of her Sins. No doubt 
from hence forward, the Love of Chriſt 
con/iramed her, and ſanctified all her Af- 
fections, Deſires, and Thoughts. The 
Harlot became pure in Heart, a living 
Witneſs of the Grace and Power of her 
great Redeemer, all her Days upon Earth; 
till in due Time ſhe was exalted to fall down 
before him, with Saints and Angels, having 


waſhed her Robes white in the Blood of 
the Lamb. 


From this edifying Portion of Scripture, 


there are three important and moſt uſeful 
Inſtructions to be gathered. 
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I. That the worſt of Sinners ſhall aſſur- 
edly obtain Mercy, and find Grace'to help 
and fave their Souls, 7mmedzatcly upon their 
penitent Application for it to the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt. 

II. That they who love him in Since- 
| rity, may note that they are pardoned and 
accepted. 

III. That the Reaſon why there is fo 
little real Love amongſt Men, to the Lord 
| Teſus Chriſt, and ſo little Obedience to his 
Goſpel, is the proud Opinion Men have of 
their own Virtue and Goodneſs. 

The firſt Inſtruction evidently taught 
us in this Scripture, is that the worſt of 
Sinners ſhall aſſuredly obtain Pardon and 
Grace, whenever they in earneſt ſeek for 
| it in Prayer to Chriſt. This is a Matter the 
| Careleſs and Preſumptuous, I know, never 
queſtion, They ſtrengthen one another 
with the blaſphemous Conceit that there 
is ſuch Mercy with Gop, as will even fave 
Men dying in their Sins. To them I am 
not now ſpeaking. I am addreſſing myſelf 
to you, whoſe Hearts tremble at the Re- 
membrance of what you committed a- 
gainſt Gop for Years, perhaps, without 
| Fear or Remorſe. Who are thinking of a 
| Return to God, but alas! the Way ſeems 

utterly 
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utterly obſtructed. Vour Sins ſo very many 
and provoking. Their Stain ſo deep, that you 

are ready to conclude either it is too late, 
or at leaſt to think ſo much muſt be done, 
before ever you can attain to any com- 
fortable Hope of your Reconciliation, that 
you are quite diſheartened, and made de- 
ſperate, as it were, to take all that Sin can 
give, to riſque all it can bring upon you. 
But in all theſe Thoughts you ſhow yourſelf 
ſadly ignorant of the Goſpel of Chriſt. A 
Way far more eaſy and inviting is prepared, 
walk then in it. Behold ! I intreat you, the 
Behaviour of the Son of GoD, to one of 
the vileſt of Sinners. Underſtand, not by 
Inference and Deduction only from his 
moſt faithful Declarations and Promiſes, 
but from this and other Face, to what low 
Degrees of Condeſcenſion he ſtoops ? See 
with what amazing Tenderneſs he will re- 
ceive you, returning in the Way of Re- 
pentance and Faith. 

This Woman, with others as notorious 
Sinners, are ſet forth as an Example to 
them that ſhould hereafter believe. They 
are, as it were the Proclamation, publiſhed 
by the King of Heaven, to be read and 
known by the worſt of Rebels. A Pro- 


clamation which cries with a Voice truly 
Gop- 
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Gop-like, behold ! the wonderful Things, 
which the Grace of Gor in Chriſt Jeſus, 
can do! What Manner of Sinners it can 
reclaim, ſanctiſy, and fave! What Sins 
it can freely pardon ! What abominable 
Tranſgreſſors it can embrace with the 
Arms of Mercy, when they ſmite upon 
their Breaſts, in Repentance and Faith, 

crying Gop be mercitul to us Sinners. 
Gop move your Hearts by the Riches 
of ſuch Grace. Embolden you to draw 
nigh to him in Prayer, who have till now 
been kept off, afirighted by the Number, 
or Enormity of your paſt Offences. Re— 
member (and be infititely thankful) that 
i you deſire the Heart- felt Repentance, the 
lelf-loathing Spirit, and the full Truſt in 
the Son of Gop, which were in this 
Woman. Jeſus Chriſt in the Temper of 
his Heart toward the chief of Sinners, 7zs 
ze fame Neſterday, to Day, and for ever. 
Eb. x11. 8. Deſtitute of every other Plea, 
this Inilance of this Woman ſtill remains 
with you; and the more cloſely you com- 
pare your own, with her Circumſtances, 
the more you will ſee there is yet Hope; 
and deſperate as your Cale is, a certain 
Remedy 
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Remedy for your Cure and Salvation, if 
you will duly uſe it. 

II. Lou may certainly infer from this 
Scripture, that Gop in ſuch an abundant 
Manner pardoneth and abſolveth every 
Sinner, truly repenting and unfeignedly be- 
lieving his Goſpel, that he may be aſſured 
he 1s actually received into a State of Grace 
and Favour. It would doubtleſs have been 
a Mercy worthy of Gop, if ſuch a lewd 
and vile Offender as this Woman, had been 
ſaved in the Article of Death, as it were 
by Fire, after ſhe had ſubmitted to the 
Hair-cloth and the Cell, and all the moſt 
rigorous Diſcipline of Popith Pennance. It 
would have diſplayed the Glory of Gop, in 
forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion, and Sin. 
Although this Woman had been left from 


the Time ſhe began to repent, and to forſake 


her Sins, under fearful Apprehenſions and 
tormenting Doubts, whether ſhe ſhould 
ever be pardoned or not? She, and ſuch as 
ſhe was, one would have concluded, muſt 
have been the laſt of all People, to whom 
ſuch an ineſtimable Blefling, as an Aſſurance 


of preſent Pardon, would have been af- 


forded. Yet to her, when he ſaw in her 
2 broken and contrite Heart, to her ſaid the 
Saviour, 
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Saviour, Thy Sms are forgiven, go in Peace, 
He commanded her to diſmiſs all miſerable 
Forebodings, leaſt the Wrath of Gop, fo 
long provoked, fo richly deſerved, ſhould 
be executed upon her. And to regard herſelf 
as one who was freely juſtified and acquitted 
from all her paſt Guilt. So that with Reſpect 
to the Puniſhment of it in herſelf, it was 
paſſed away, as though it had never been. 

Now this is particularly mentioned, even 
in a Caſe to our Judgment the moſt unlikely; 
to teach us that Forgiveneſs of Sins, is a 
Benefit which ftands at the very Entrance 
into the Way of Life, as an Earneſt and 
Pledge of thoſe many ineſtimable Bleſſings, 
which are to be received as we proceed 
therein. It was nothing ſingular, or above 
what other Sinners were encouraged and 
rejoiced with, when the Son of Gop aſ- 
ſured this Woman of her immediate Ac- 
ceptance with Gop. Zaccheus, though a 
Publican, was told that very Day, in which 
he received the Son of Gop, Salvation 
was come to his Houſe. The bloody per- 
ſecuting Saul, waſhed away all his Sins, 
as foon as he <vas baptized, and called on the 
Name of the Lord, Acts xxii. 16. The 
three Thouſand who were pricked to the 
Heart 
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Heart by St. Peter's Sermon, fo as to cry 
out, what ſhall we do ? Acts iii. 37. were 
every one of them baptized for the Re- 
miſſion of Sins. And therefore though 
. deſpiſed, perſecuted, and miſerable in every 
View with regard to this World, it is writ- 
ten, they did eat their Bread with Gladneſs 
and Singleneſs of Heart, praiſing God. 

Now to ſuppoſe, the ſame rich invaluable 
Bleſſing, is not vouchſafed to thoſe at 7h7s 
Time, who no leſs truly repent, and unfeign- 
edly believe in the Son of Gop, than it was 
to the firſt Chriſtians. Is to ſuppoſe, that 
in the loweſt State of Humiliation, in the 
Days of his Fleſh, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
diſtinguiſhed and rewarded ſome of his 
Diſciples on Earth, far beyond what he 
does now, though aſcended up on High, 
having led Captivity captive, and received 
Gifts for Men, even for the Rebellious, that 
the Lord God might dwell among them. 

Neither is it any valid Objection againſt 
the Aſſurance of a preſent Pardon, to ſay, 
that the Redeemer is no longer viſible, 
his Voice no longer audible to us, as 
it was to Zaccheus, the Woman in the 
Text and others. For even theſe Perſons 
were ſoon deprived of the Power of re- 

ceiving 
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ceiving /uch Evidence of their Pardon, if 
indeed it was ever repeated to them. Their 
ſure and abiding Evidence, was the Truth 
and Faithfulneſs of him, that had faid 
unto them, ther Sins were forgiven. Who 
had ſolemnly engaged his Honour, that 
their paſt Iniquity ſhould not prove their 
Ruin. That ſo long as their Faith continued 
to work by Love, and their Converſation 
ſuch as became his Goſpel, there was no 
Condemnation againſt them. Their Aſſur- 
ance of Forgiveneſs did not ſtand in their 
own Feelings, but on Chriſt's own Word. 
To this, not to an inward and inviſible 
Teſtimony, they could make their Ap- 
peal, and ſay, we know that our Tranſ- 
greſſions are blotted out, and our Sin 15 
covered. 

The ſame Evidence rational, not en- 
thuſiaſtick; ſcriptural, not imaginary ; 
every real Penitent, and fincere Believer in 
Chriſt Jeſus, has to produce for the preſent 
Pardon of his Sins. For Jeſus Chriſt /#i// 
ſpeaketh to us from Heaven. It is his Voice 
which thus invites, Come unto me, all ye 
that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you Reſt, Mat. xi. 28. It is as truly 
his Voice, as that which the Woman in 

the 
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the Text heard, which thus in the moſt 
ſolemn Manner, aſſures you of your Par- 
don, if you do indeed belong to Chriſt. 
Verily, verily I ſay unto you, he that heareth 
my Word, and believeth on him that ſent me, 
hath everlaſting Life, and ſhall not come into 
Condemnation, but is paſſed from Death unto 
Life, John v. 24. 

And to be thus aſſured of Pardon and 
Acceptance with the eternal Gop, by the 
uncontroulable Evidence of Scripture, al- 
ways ready to be produced as a Guard 
againſt Enthuſiaſm and Preſumption. To 
be thus aſſured your Sins are forgiven, 
is an incentive to increaſing Obedience and 
Holineſs of Heart and Life, powerful a- 
bove every other. Such a Spring of Readi- 
neſs to Duty, and Self-denial in every In- 
ſtance required, as the Prodigal experienced 
from the more than generous Reception 
his much gricved Father gave him, when 
he immediately admitted him upon his Re- 
turn, into all the Honours of a Child, a 
Son of fo great a Family. This ſufficient 
and ſatisfying A!turance, does not wound 


the Humble a k- diffident; does not 
drive feeble-1in cd hriftians, who ſhould 
be cheriſhed, ior Wits-end, and make 
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fad thoſe that walk in Darkneſs, for a 
Seaſon, through manifold Temptations, 
whilſt they as much as any fear the Lord, 
and hear the Voice of his Servant, This 
Evidence ariſing from the moſt ſure Pro- 
miſe of Gop, made to thoſe, and only 
thoſe, who receive the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and Honour him by faithful Obedience, 
leaves no Room for any unwarrantable De- 
pendance on joyous Senſations ; or any 
boaſtful Self-exaltation through them. But 
whilſt it ſecures all lawful Comfort, and 
rejoicing in Gop, ſo neceſſary to wean the 
Heart from carnal Pleaſures, or to ſupport 
it, in Trouble and Adverſity: It does not 
lead Men to truſt in their own Feelings, 
unſupported by the Word of Gop, which 
is a Source of endleſs Miſchiefs. The Diſ- 
grace and Ruin often of ſpiritual Religion, 
whenever it revives amongſt Men. 
Vindicate therefore your Priviledge, if 
you ſeek to be a Chriſtian altogether, 
Maintain it as a certain ineſtimable Truth, 
as the very Life of all ſpiritual Comfort, 
and the very Glory of the Goſpel, that 
Gop hath exalted his Son, r be a Prince 
and a Saviaur, to give Repentance and Re- 
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miſſion of Sins, to all that believe in his 
Name. 

IH. From this Scripture, we learn the 
true Reaſon of all that Indifference, and 
Coldneſs towards the Lord Jeſus Chritt, fo 
viſible even in a Nation of profeſſing 
Chriſtians. To whom little is forgiven, the 
fame loveth little. So long as you ſuppole, 
your Offences ſmall, your Guilt trifling, 
and by no means deſerving the Vengeance 
of eternal Fire, the very Office of a Re- 
deemer, will ſeem at leaſt an arbitrary, if 
not a ſuperfluous Appointment. You will 
take Offence at the Diſplay of his Glory, 
and the preſſing Enforcement of ſupreme 
Love to Chriſt. It muſt be fo, till you ſee 
you have deſtroyed yourſelf by your Tranſ- 
greſſions. Till you confeſs with unfeigned 
Sorrow, that your Debt of fifty Pence (ſup- 
poling it no more) makes a Divine Surety, 
abſolutely neceſſary to diſcharge it. For 
whilit in over-weaning Conceit of your 
moral Honeſty, and Attendance upon 
Publick Worſhip, you fancy theſe Things 


can atone for your Diſobedience in other 


Points; or that the Uniformity of your 
whole Conduct, is a Righteouſneſs which 
| R 60D 
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Gop will accept for its own Sake; the 
neceſſary Conſequence is and muſt be, that 
you will pay little Regard to any other 
Atonement. And though informed by Gop 
himſelf, in Language that even ſeems to 
labour for Energy of Expreflion, that there 
is a length and breadth, a heighth and depth 
of Lave, m the Myſtery of Redemption : 
It will not move you, fo much as the leaſt 
preſent temporal Bleſſing. It will not af- 
fect your Heart, till you are continually 
perſuaded there is ſomething ſo baſe, pro- 
voking, and truly deviliſh, in the Sins 
chargeable upon you, that there could be 
no Remiſſion of them, but through the 
ſhedding of the Blood of Jeſus. Till you 
are thus perſuaded, he altogether lovely, 
and full of Glory, as he is, can be no 
more to you, than an Hoſpital would be to 
blooming Youth in full Strength. Hence 
it comes to paſs, that many poſſeſſed of 
the moſt delicate Feelings of Gratitude. 
Many who would fink under the Impu- 
tation of rude Contempt towards ſome 
Benefactor, of whoſe Bounty they have 
liberally ſhared, feel nothing execrable, 
nothing ſhameful in treating the Son of 

GoD 
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Gop as they would bluſh to think even 
of treating, the leaſt and loweſt in the 
Number of their ſincere Friends. In this 
Inſtance only, you ſhall fee the Generous 
act as the villainous Ingrate is wont to do, 
grieving and injuring the Patron to whom 
he owes his All. But to what Cauſe can 
this Behaviour, unnatural to the noble- 
minded, be imputed? Why ſhall the 
ſmalleſt Inſtance of diſtinguiſhed Love, 
win the Heart of the Grateful, to a Man 
who is his Fellow-Creature, whilſt Love 
infinitely more coſtly, more free, and tran- 


ſcendant, towards him from Chriſt Jeſus, 


ſhall make no viſible Impreſſion on his 
Heart? The Reaſon is this, that the Fa- 
vours and Obligations conferred by the Son 
of GoD, on us poor ſinful Rebels, never are 
nor can be really apprehended, till every 
Degree of Bleſſing and Mercy is received as 
Part of the Fruit of the Travel of the Re- 
deemer's Soul, as the Purchaſe of his Life 
of Sorrow, and his Death of Pain. But 
preſent and future Bleſſings, can never be 
enjoyed and received in this Light, till with 
the Woman in the Text, your Spirit is 
quite humbled within you, and knowing 
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worſe of yourſelf, all Things conſidered, 
then you do of others, you confeſs you 
have much to be forgiven. 

Indeed this Conviction of your own 
Sinfulneſs, will be much reſiſted and ob- 
jected to, as implying uneaſy and dread- 
ful Apprehenſions of deſerved Wrath. 
Granting it does imply theſe, they are not 
laſting. Soon upon your meek Acknow- 
ledgement of your Sin and Danger, your 
wholeſome Sorrow ſhall be turned into Joy, 
and you will find Cauſe from Gop's Word 
to ſay, O Lord, I will praiſe thee, though 
thou waſt angry with me, thine Anger ts 
turned away, and thou comfortedeſt me. 
Iſaiah xii. 1. 

Not that this neceſſarily muſt be the 
Caſe, the Difference between the Pro- 
fligate, and ſober Part of Mankind, when 
they turn and ſeek after Gop, ſeems prin- 
cipally to lie in this Point. The former 
are generally overwhelmed with Fearfulneſs 
and an horrible Dread, that they may not 
turn back again to their own Wickedneſs. 
Before Love rules in their Hearts, they are 
ſcourged for their Offences, by tormenting 


Fears of Hell, leaſt they ſhould flip into 
thoſe 
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thoſe Paths, they have too long alas 
counted the only Paths of Pleaſure. The 
latter, having been always reſtrained from 
the Commiſſion of Enormities, are more 
frequently led gently on, from Grace to 
Grace, by Love and not by Terror. The 
whole neceſſary in either Caſe, whether 
you are a little or a great Sinner, is a real 
Heart- felt Senſe, that you are obnoxious to 
the Wrath of Gop, revealed from Heaven, 
againſt all the Ungodlineſs and Unrighte- 
ouſneſs of Men, from which there is no 
other Refuge, or Way of Deliverance but 
Jeſus Chriſt. And why may not both 
' theſe Truths be brought to the View of the 
Mind together? Why may not the Law 
of Gop convince, and the Goſpel comfort 
together ? Like Nathan, who at once 
executed the Office of both, the one may 
bring you to confeſs you have ſinned againſt 
the Lord, and deſerve eternal Death ; 
whilſt the other ſays, Behold ! the Lamb 
of God, that taketh away the Sin of the 
World, thou ſhalt not die. 

May Gop grant us all Grace, meekly to 
acknowledge our Vileneſs, that we may 
truly repent us of our Faults, May we 

R 3 ever 


246 SERMON IX. 


ever remember, hat if we ſay we have no 
Sin, no ſuch Sin as deſerves eternal Wrath, 
as can be done away only through the Blood 
of Chriſt, We decerve ourſelves, and the 
Truth is nof in us. We are made up of 
Pride, Falſhood, and Hypocriſy before 
Gor. But if we confeſs our Sins, God ts 
faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, and 
ro cleanſe us from all Unrighteoujneſs. 1 John 
1. 3. 9. 
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The real Chriſtian's Character, and 
inviolable Safety. 
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PSALM Cxxi. 


1. Mine Eyes look unto the Hills, from 
zohence cometh my Help. 

2. My Help cometh from the Lord, which 
made Heaven and Earth. 

3. He will not ſuffer thy Foot to be moved, 
he that keepeth thee will not Slumber. 

4. Behold he that keepeth Iſrael, ſhall 
neither Slumber nor Sleep. 

5. The Lord is thy Keeper, the Lord ts 
thy Shade, on thy right Hand. 

6. The Sun ſhall not ſmite thee by Day, 
nor the Moon by Night. 

7. The Lord ſhall preſerve thee from all 


Evil, he ſhall preſerve thy Soul. 
- 8. The 
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8. The Lord ſball preſerve thy going out, 
and thy coming in, from this Time forth, and 
even for evermore, 


T muſt not be diſſembled, that the 
Kingdom of Heaven ſuffereth Vio- 
lence, and that whoever will enter 

therein, muſt encounter with and vanquiſh 

many Enemies, muſt withſtand many very 
pleaſing and powerful Temptations. To 
repreſent the Matter otherwiſe, is a flat 

Contradiction to Scripture, and a pro- 

pheſying falſely, where Truth above all 

Things ought to be ſpoken. If it be ſaid, 

ſuch a Repreſentation of true and ſaving 

Religion, will deter not allure; the An- 

ſwer is, that ſufficient Strength to endure 

the Aſſault and Combat is provided, and 

Encouragement moſt ſuitable and ani- 

mating, plenteouſly afforded, Very high 

and peculiar Priviledges are aſſured x9w to 
thoſe, who deſire to be found on the Lord's 

Side, Fighting againſt all his Enemies, 

and their own. And Promiſes which make 

their Victory and everlaſting Triumph in 

Glory, abſolutely certain, whilſt they per- 

ſevere in Faith and Holineſs, are given 

abundantly unto them, 


This 
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This Pſalm, in particular, preſents us 
in one View with the ſingular Character, 
of every one who lives and walks by Faith, 
and with his peculiar Intereſt in the Care 
and Love of Gop. 


The lovely Character, and the rich 
Bleſſings annexed to it, by the moſt true 
Promiſe of Gop, deſerve our cloſeſt At- 
tention. A humble Senſe of his own ex- 
treme Weakneſs, a Confidence in and real 
Experience of the Grace and Power of 
God, at once ſtrongly mark and clearly 
diſtinguiſh the Chriſtian, from all the 
World about him. 

Every Man naturally is ſo much a Fool, 
as to lean to his own Underſtanding. So 
conceited of his own moral Ability and 
Strength, that he implores no foreign Aid ; 
ſo blind to the Nature of Sin, that he thinks 
it 1s as eaſy to atone for, as to commit. So 
devoted with idolatrous Affection, to the 
Things of the World, as to bow before 
them as his Idols, and court them as his 
Happineſs. When you furniſh him with 
the Means to gratify the Pride, and Sen- 
ſuality of his Heart, you give him all he 
Wiſhes, He looks for nothing more. His 

Soul 
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250 SERMON X. 
Soul dead in Treſpaſſes and Sin, knows 


nothing of its many Enemies, and its 
Dangers. And though ſhorn of all his 
Strength, like Sampſon ſleeping in the Lap 
of Dalilah, he remains inſenfible of his Los. 

On the contrary to be a Diſciple of Chriſt, 
is to be converted from all this Pride and 
Self- ſufficiency, and become as a little Child, 
Mat. xviil. 3. It is to know where you are, 
what you are, and whom you have to con- 
tend with. That you are in a diſorde red 
World, which deſpiſes and hates the Gop 
that made and will judge it. Yourſelf a 
fallen corrupted Creature, too blind in your 
Underſtanding, to diſcover Truth from 
ſpecious Error ; too depraved in Heart, to 
embrace the Good, and abhor the Evil, 
when diſcovered ; too feeble to wreſtle, not 
only againſt Fleſh and Blood, but Enemies 
from without, viſible and inviſible. 

The Believer feeling his Weakneſs and 
various Wants in all theſe Reſpects, looks 
not to the Earth, places no Confidence in 
his own Wiſdom and Strength ; but per- 
ſraded, wo Man can receive any Thing except 
it be given him from above? I will lift up 
mine Eyes, faith he, unto the Hills, from 


whence cometh my Help, In the Poſture, 


and 
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and with the Spirit of an humble and ear- 
neſt Supplicant, as an unworthy Object, 
yet infinitely in Need of Pity and Relief: 
Day by Day will J lift up the Eyes of my 
waiting Mind, unto thoſe lofty and eter- 
nal Hills, on which the Almighty has fixed 
his Throne, from whence cometh my 


Help, all my Strength and Power for the 


Battle: All my Ability to obſerve and do, 
whatſoever is commanded, all my Peace 
and Conſolation. And whilſt I wait upon 
the Lord in this humble Manner, 7hough 
he hath his Dwelling ſo high, that be even 


humbleth himſelf to behold the Things that 


are in Heaven, though compared to his 
Greatneſs and Glory, all the Nations are 
before him, but as the Drop of the Bucket, 
end as the ſmall Duſt on the Ballance, yea 
leſs than Nothing. Yet 1s this Gop, all 
Ear to hear, all Love to fulfill, the Defires 
of them that truſt in his Mercy. Be thou 
ever ſo low and mean, it is written, He / 
prjeth not any. Job xxxvi. 5. Be thou as 
far beneath the Notice of worldly Pride, 
as hated Poverty can place thee ; if with 
an awakened and faithful Mind, you are 
looking to the Hills, your Supplication 
through the Interceſſion of Jeſus, ſhall 


Come 
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come up as ſpeedily, as acceptably before 
the Gor of the whole Earth, as if you 
were ſet among Princes. 

This Condeſcention, the pooreſt amongſt 
the People, experience to their great and 
endleſs Comfort, no leſs than others. And 
every Believer can ſay, with a Confidence 


not raſh and preſumptuous ; but grounded 


on continual Anſwers to Prayers, confirmed 
by repeated Deliverances from Dangers, 
and by ſeaſonable Supplies in Time of Need, 
My Help cometh from the Lord, who made 
Heaven and Earth. I look to him, and I 
am holpen. I truſt in him, and I am not 
confounded. I have the Things I aſk for. 
And each ſucceeding Day, brings with it 
freſh and increaſing Evidence of Gop's ten- 
der Love, and Guardian Power over me. 
By this noble and happy Peculiarity 1s 
every real Believer ſeperate from the World 
of the Ungodly. He apprehends his con- 
tinual Need of the Light, the Power, the 
Grace of Gop. He makes conſtant Ap- 
plication for it, and with Aſſurance can 
iay, My Help cometh from the Lords 2 
made Heaven and Earth. 
To every Perſon, who finds himſelf and 
his Practice, deſcribed in this Character, 
and 
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and to no other, is the following Promiſe, 
infinitely rich and comprehenſive made; 
made by him who is faithful and all- ſuf- 


ficient. In this Manner does Gop vouch- 


ſafe to anſwer every Believer's ſincere Pro- 
feſſion of abſolute Dependance upon him. 

He will not ſuffer thy Foot to be moved; 
no Weapon that is formed againſt thee 
ſhall proſper ; no ſecret Wile deviſed be- 
neath in Hell, ſhall ſupplant thee; no 
open Violence over-power thee. The Arm 
of the Lord ſhall fight againſt thoſe, who 
fight againſt thee, and ſuffer no Tempta-— 
tions to turn thee aſide from the Holy 
Commandment and the Path of Life. 

He that keepeth thee will not ſlumber, 
Thy Heavenly Defender, will never grow 
weary of aftording you his full Protection; 
never grow indifterent to your Wants, or 
inattentive to your Dangers. Men alas! 
are deceitful upon the Weights; and though 
no Change from good to bad is found on 
your Part, they may withdraw their Af- 
tection, or they may leſſen their Regard for 
you. To-Day you may be baſking in the 
Smiles, and laying in the Boſom of Fayour ; 
To-morrow be rejected, and caſt off, to be- 
wall the ſudden Change, no leſs perhaps 

unde- 
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undeſerved, than unlooked for. But, 52 
God there is no Variableneſs, neither Shadow 
of Turning. The humble believing Sup- 
plicant, who hangs upon God's free and 
moſt gracious Promiſes, is unchangeably 
the Object of his tender and moſt watchful 
Care. He will never ſuffer you to fall a 
Prey to your Adverſaries, for they are be- 
come his own. 

Behold ! conſider, and be rooted and 
grounded in the glorious Truth. He that 
keepeth Hrael, will never ſlumber nor ſleep. 
Hrael is the favorite Old Teſtament Name 
for the Faithful, applied to them with great 
Beauty and Propriety, becauſe they, one 
and all, like Jacob, who was afterwards 
called Iſrael, wreſtle by earneſt and impor- 
tunate Prayer with the Angel of the Cove- 
nant, and obtain the Blefling. Behold be 
tat keepeth Iſrael, Keepeth it as his own 
Inheritance, as his Portion. His Eyes run 
to and iro through the Earth, to turn afide 
whatever may prove hurtful to thoſe who 
honour his Word, and in whom alone he 
Delights, of all the Sons of Men. Fe that 
keepeth Ijrael, will never ſlumber nor ſleep. 

But as all Comfort and Confidence in the 
Soul, ariſes from the Appropriation to it- 


ſelf, 
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ſelf, of that Love and Power to which all 
Things are poſſible: This Scripture not 
only aſſerts the controuling, ever-watchful 
Providence of Gop, over the whole Com- 
pany of the Faithful, but that each In- 
dividual of that happy Number, is as much 
beloved, as if he alone engaged the hole 
Protection and Attention of Gop Almighty. 


The Promiſe aſſures thee O Man, whoſe 


Eyes in humble conſtant Dependance, are 
looking to the Gop of all Grace. The 
Promiſe aſſures thee, The Lord is thy 
Keeper. Thy unſpeakable Littleneſs, and 
Meanneſs, in Compariſon of the Objects 
that are before his Eyes, in the vaſt Im- 
menſity of Creation, never cauſe thee to 
be forgotten of him, even for a Moment's 
Space. Whilſt he is upholding all Things, 
by the Word of his Power, receiving the 
Adoration of Millions of Angels, and 
bleſſing them with all their incomprehen- 
ſible Felicity, the Lord will ſtand round 
about thee, an all- ſufficient Protector from 
every Snare and every Danger. 

And if you queſtion this Truth, becauſe 
you cannot behold him viſibly preſent with 
you; if you require a Sign, to remove your 
Unbelief. This is the Sign, whereby you 

ſhall 
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ſhall know that the Lord is thy Keeper, 
and thy Defence upon thy right Hand. 

The Sun ſhall not ſinite thee by Day, nor 
the Moon by Night. 

It is common both with ſacred and pro- 
fane Writers, to repreſent a State of worldly 
Proſperity, and all its Comforts and De- 
lights by the Metaphor of Sun-ſhine, which 
ſo remarkably beautifies, whilſt it cheers 
the whole viſible Creation. But as the ſame 
Sun, which is the great Inſtrument of 
Fruitfulneſs and Bleſſing to the Earth, 
ſcorches alſo with its burning Rays; and 
darts them down with a Force, often de- 
ſtructive to Men, eſpecially in ſultry Cli- 
mates. So Proſperity, of which it is the 
choſen Emblem, is wont to have no lets 
fatal Influence on the Soul. More by Mil- 
lions have been ruined and brought down to 
eternal Death, by having Riches in Poſ- 
ſeſſion, than ever the Eaſtern Sun, with all 
its intolerable Fire, has ſmitten to the 
Grave. Not a Grace eſſential to the Chriſ- 
tian Character, but Wealth, bears a 
powerful Tendency, to enfeeble, to deſtroy. 
Wealth tempts Men to deny their Miſery, 
their Danger, and their Shame, as fallen 
ſinful Creatures, and of Couxſe, an abſolute 
Depen- 
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Dependance on Chriſt, for Righteouſneſs 
and Salvation, by the Abundance with 
which it ſurrounds its Poſſeſſors; by the 
ſingular Reſpect, and the frequent Flattery 
they meet with. Wealth excites to Luxury 
and Senſuality, by miniſtering every Mate- 
rial, to gratify the Luſt of the Fleſh, the 
Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of Life. 
Wealth makes the Heart more ſelfiſh, and 
intoxicates with Ambition, or the accurſed 
Love of Money. 

On theſe Accounts the wiſe Agur as 
earneſtly prayed to be delivered from 
Wealth, as from the Miſeries of a de- 
ſtitute Condition; Grve me not Riches, ſays 
he, % I be full and deny thee. On 
theſe Accounts, the Lips of the unerring 
One have declared, If is eafier for a Ca- 
mel to go through the Eye of a Needle, than 
for a rich Man to enter into the Kingdom 
of God. 

Yet even in theſe moſt perilous Cir- 
cumſtances, if you continue looking up to 
the Hills for Help, there ſhall be given 
unto you Power and Grace, ſufficient to 
conquer all the Dithculties, and Enchant- 
ments of Wealth ; to diſcoyer and avoid 
all the Temptations which beſet you. 
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Though rich, you ſhall be neither proud 
nor ſelf-ſufficient. No Lover of Pleaſure 
more than Gop. No diſhoneſt Steward 
abuſing the Riches intruſted to your Care, 
to gratify a voluptuous, or a covetous 
Heart. 


The Sun fhall not burn thee by Day. 
Riches ſhall have no hurtful Influence on 


your Soul. Though great and mighty, 
like Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, you ſhall 
live as a Stranger and Pilgrim upon Earth, 
7. e. with diſengaged Affections: And hav- 
ing taſted of the heavenly Gift, ſeen the 
Promiles afar off, been perſuaded of them, 
and embracing them, you ſhall look for 
infinitely greater Treaſures, and more du- 
rable Riches than thoſe you now inherit. 
Nor the Moon by Night; or if your 
Lot 1s with the Poor, if Tribulation and 
Diſtreſs come upon you, which diſcourag- 
ing afflictive State, is well repreſented by 
the cold chilling Influence, and the dreary 
Shade of the Night. In the Midſt of all 
your Trouble, the Lord will be your Sup- 
port. He will give you Patience in Time 
of Adverſity, and more abundantly in ſuch 
trying Seaſons, manifeſt himſelf to you, as 
the Cop of Peace and Conſolation. 
Thus 
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Thus whether high or low, rich or poor, 

when Day by Day you look unto the Hills 

for Help, all Things ſhall work together 
for your Good. 

The Lord ſball preſerve thee from all 
Evil: Not from every Thing that Fleſh and 
Blood, the fooliſh and unbelieving World 
will call Evil, for many Things which paſs 
under that Name, are appointed as the 
Trials of Faith ; as the Exerciſes, which 
give to Patience its perfect Work; and diſ- 
play the Triumphs of Grace. But from all 
that is really Evil, you ſhall be kept, . e. 
from all that is hateful before Gop, and 
injurious to your better and immortal Part; 
as the Senſe of the Words is immediately 
explained, when it 1s ſaid, He ſhall preſerve 
thy Sour. My Soul, faith the Believer, 
is myſelf, my all. Ah! what avails to 
have my Body preſerved ; to have my In- 
tereſt and Comfort in Time made ſecure 
from Danger. Soon ſhall my Place know 
me no more; ſoon muſt I go hence, naked 
as I was born into the World. Give me 
the Riches of Eternity, or I am ſtill wretch- 
ed and miſerable, a Tenant at Will, and 
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may become in a Moment poor beyond Ex- 
preſſion, and deſtitute of all Things. 

The Soul is the great Object of Concern 
and Carefulneſs to every Believer. For this 
he ſeparates from the World, and dares not 
trifle with God, as others do; for this he 
takes up his daily Croſs, denies himſelf, 
watches, prays, and labours without cea- 
fing. His Soul is the ineſtimable Jewel 
he is above all Things ſollicitous to have 
kept from the Hands of the Deſtroyer, and 
from every Snare. So that had not the 
Protection and Salvation of the Soul been 
particularly mentioned, all the other Pro- 


miſes would have been of no more Value in 


the Believer's Eyes, than ſo many Cyphers 
without the initial Figure. But this is no 
leſs the Object of Gop's Care, than it is 
the chief Concern of every faithful Chriſ- 
tian. The Promiſe thus comprehenſively 
engages in your Behalf, He ſtall preſerve thy 
Seoul. Preſerve it from the Power of this 
preſent evil World, and all the various Ene- 
mies in league againſt it. Nay, the eternal 
God ſhall not only at preſent be thy Guar- 
dian, and Defender, ard then at laſt let 
you become a Prey to the Deſtroyers. No, 


ſo long as your Eyes are looking to him for 
Help, 
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Help, and all your Expectations are built 
upon his promiſed Grace and Mercy, The 
Lord ſhall preſerve thy going out and thy 
coming in, from this Time forth and for ever- 
more. The ineſtimable Promiſe is made to 
you, None ſhall pluck them out of my Hands. 
Whatever Changes in this mortal ever- 
varying Scene of Things awaits you, what- 
ever Conflicts you mult go through, either 
with your own corrupted Heart ; with an 


oppoling, perſecuting World, or from the 
malicious Tempter, n all Things you ſhall be 


more than Conqueror, through him that hath 
loved you. You ſhall be brought through Fire 
and Water, into that everlaſting Kingdom, 
prepared for the Faithful : Where, in the 
Preſence of your great Leader and Com- 
mander, you ſhall adore him for keeping 
you in all your Ways ; for being always 
mindful of his Covenant, and with the 
victorious Armies of Heaven, triumph for 
evermore. 

From this Pſalm, thus briefly para- 
phraſed, much of Conſolation, and much 
for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, may be 

clearly inferred. 
I. It affords much Conſolation to you, 


who are fearful of Heart, through a Con- 
S 3 ſciouſneſs 
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ſciouſneſs of your own Weakneſs, as well 
as the Number and Strength of your 
Enemies. Happy for you, that Prefump- 
tion 1s taken out of the Way, ſo that you 
perceive you have no Power in yourſelf, 
in which you may ſafely confide. Happy 
for you, that you are become ſenſible the 
Chriſtian Life is a moſt real and continual 
Warfare. That you are indeed appre- 
henſive of the great Danger of being van- 
quiſhed in the Combat with thoſe Powers 
of Darkneſs and of Sin, which have already 
lain their Millions. This is Cauſe ſufh- 
cient to keep you ever vigilant, ever active, 
ever dependent. To demonſtrate to you 
the Neceſſity of being armed with the 
whole Armour of Gop, and of imploring 
Day by Day his ſaving Power and Grace. 
It is a good Thing alſo, to be fo vehemently 
deſirous of eſcaping the Wrath to come, 
and attaining to an eternal Life of Wiſdom, 
Purity and Love, as ſhall give Stedfaſtneſs 
and Reſolution to your Soul, and at the 
ſame Time a wholeſome Dread of the At- 
tempts of its Enemies. 

But whilit O thou humble Chriſtian, 
you ſee your Path fo beſet with Dangers, 
leaſt Satan through your Unbelief, increaſe 

this 
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this Dread till it becomes ſervile and tor- 
menting ; remember you are not alone. 
Whilſt with Faith you are calling for Help 
from the everlaſting Hills, through the 
Mediator's Undertakings and Merits, you 
are as ſafe as if you was already entered 
into the Reſt prepared for the People of 
Gop. You have the ſame all-ſufhcient 
Security, that you ſhall come from the 
Combat crowned with Honour and Vic- 
tory, as they in Heaven have, that their 
Happineſs ſhall know no End. Both are 
ſecure, only through the Promiſe and Faith- 
ful neſs of Gop. The Saints in Heaven 
triumph, becauſe of this good Word of 
the Lord, in which they truſt with their 
whole Heart; I give unto them eternal 
Life. And every Saint on Earth may re- 
joice, becauſe, He that keepeth Iſrael, hath 
faid, I will preſerve thy going out, and thy 
coming in, from this Time forth for evermore. 

True it 1s, that when Pride and Self- 
ſufficiency, ſeparate between you and your 
Strong-hold, ſo that your Soul, as the Pſal- 
miſt expreſſes it, No longer hangeth upon 
Gon, then you may fall and periſh for 
ever. Becauſe the Promiſes of Gop be- 
long to thoſe, and only thoſe, who ſeek 
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his Strength and his Face evermore. But 
whilſt you are looking to Gop for Help, 
be ſtrong, and aſſure your Heart of Vic- 
tory. Behold ! what comfortable Words, 
the everlaſting Gop makes uſe of, on 
Purpoſe to ditperſe all your diſcouraging 
Fears. Fear thou not, for I am with thee, 
be not diſmayed, for I am thy God: I will 
frrengthen thee ; yea I will help thee ; yea I 
will uphold thee with the Right-hand of my 
Righteouſneſs. Behold ! all incenſed agam/t 
thee ſhall be aſhamed and confounded : They 
ſhall be as nothing, and they that ſirive with 
thee ſhall periſh. They that war againſt 
thee, ſhall be as nothing, and as a Thing of 
Nought. For I the Lord thy Gop wil 
hold thy Right-hand, ſaying unto thee, fear 
not, I will help thee, Iſa. xl. 10, 13. Where- 
fore then art thou ſo diſquieted and de- 
jected, whilſt your Conſcience beareth 
this Teſtraony, that you live in conſtant 
Dependance upon the Gop of Heaven; 
 whilit you know yourſelf to be' amongſt 
thoſe, whoſe Eyes look unto the Hills, and 
whole Help cometh from the Lord. Re- 
joice thou in the Lord, and glory thou in 
the Holy One of Iftacl. Pray that your 
Fyes may be opened, as the Servant of 

Eliſha 
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Eliſha was enlightened. And then inſtead 
of crying out in Deſpondency : Alas ! ha 
ſhall you de? You will behold yourſelf 
placed on a Mountain, ſafe as the Pro- 
phet when ſurrounded with Horſes and 
Chariots of Fire. You will anſwer your 
doubting Heart, Fear not, for they that be 
with us, are more than they that be againſt 
us, 2 Kings vi. 17. You will hold faſt 
the Confidence of your Rejoicing to the 
End, perſuaded that whilſt you ceaſe not 
to call upon the Lord he changeth not, 
he will be your everlaſting Defence. $9 
that neither Life, nor Death, nor Angels, 
nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor Things 
preſent, nor Things to come, nor Height, nor 
Depth, nor any other Creature, ſhall be able 
to ſeparate you from the Love of God, which 
is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, Rom. viii. 
38, 39- 

IT. It is moſt evident from hence, for 
the Inſtruction of the Unconverted, that 
whilſt they forget and deſpiſe Gop, they 
remain not only under the dreadful Do- 
minion of Sin, but under the grofleſt In- 
fatuation of Folly. If you are one of that 
unhappy Number, you do not diſtinguiſh . 
what is excellent and deſirable in the higheſt 
Degree, 
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Degree, from what is moſt to be deteſted 
and dreaded. You would yourſelf judge a 
Man worthy the Name and Treatment of a 
Fool, an Ideot, who did not prefer Safety 
to extreme Danger: Comfort and Aſſu- 
rance to unpardoned Guilt and Deſtruction. 


But yet in this Manner do you behave, 


O thou careleſs and ungodly Sinner. You 
perceive not the Difference between having 
the Lord, the Lord Gop Almighty, for or 
againſt you. Of being intereſted in his 
Promiſes, or the devoted Object of his 
Curſes ; of having him ſtand round about 
you, watching over you for good with 
more than parental Fondneſs, and training 
you up for the everlaſting Enjoyment of 
himſelf; or beholding you with Indigna- 
tion and with Jealouſy, Preparing his Ar- 
rows, bending his Bow, and making it ready 
to deflroy you with a ſwift Deſtruction, as the 
Avenger of your Iniquity, your immortal, 
Almighty Enemy. 

Raſh, preſumptuous Sinner, ſtop and con- 
ſider, this Day, this Hour, you have Gop 
for your Adveriary, Such he will continue 
till in the Way of humble Faith, and heart- 


felt conſtant Dependance, upon his Grace 
and Holy Spirit, you turn unto him and 


become 
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become an Heir of the Promiſe. And can 
you be fo without all feeling, as to have 
any Eaſe or Peace, till you ſee yourſelf the 
Man to whom the Promiſes belong ? When 
the Gop of Glory ſtoops ſo low, as to aſ- 
ſure you, a Worm of the Earth, whoſe 
Righteouſneſs cannot reach to him ; a Sin- 
ner deſerving Wrath even in your beſt Eſ- 
tate; to aſſure you, that if you will depend 
upon him, make your Prayer daily unto 
him, he will be your Shield and all-ſufficient 
Helper ; can you be fo withont all feeling 
of your own trueſt Intereſt and Happineſs, 
as to ſet this invaluable Offer at nought ? 
And in the horrid Contempt of your 
Heart, to prefer a vain, fooliſh, wicked 
Life, and the Gratifications of ſome vile 
Affections, to all the loving Kindneſs, and 
infinite Condeſcenſion, expreſſed towards 
you in the Promiſe of Gop ? O let theſe 
invite and win you to Obedience, though 
you harden your Heart againſt the Terrors 
of the Lord. When divine Love addrefles 
you, with all its charming Meekneſs and 
Gentleneſs, propoſing immediately to take 
you under its ſhadowing Wings, to fill you 
with Confidence of Conqueſt over all that 


dares to oppoſe your Entrance into Heaven ? 
When 
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When nothing on your Part is required, 
but Acknowledgement of your Helpleſſ- 
neſs, Guilt, and Danger, together with a 
Behaviour correſponding with it, in order 
to bring you within the Kingdom of God's 
dear Son, yea to make you a Son, an Heir 
of Gop ? If ſtill you will be a Rebel, or 
live as if you ſtood in no Need of Gop, 
his Son, and his Spirit, you renounce the 
Ule of your Reaſon, as well as deny the 
Faith. 

And the more inexcuſable are you for 
remaining profane or negligent of Gop, 
becauſe the Promiſe of his moſt tender 
Care, ever watchful Love, and preſent 
Protection, till you are received into Glory 
Everlaſting, is free to every one who de- 
ſires to be Partaker of it. Whatever your 
Manner of Life in Time paſt has been, 
this will not be pleaded againſt your fa- 
vourable Reception into the Houſhold of 
Faith and Family of Gop. Look now 
unto the Hills, to him that is gone up 
on High, and fat down at the right Hand 
of the Throne of Gop. Now only con- 
feſs how weak and helpleſs you are, in 
Guilt and Ignorance, in Slavery to vile 


Luits, and tyrannous Paſſions, and if you 
indeed 
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indeed deſire the neceſſary Change from 
Death to Life ſhould paſs on you, look up. 
And whilſt you continue in this Act of Faith, 
your Cure as that of the wounded [Iſraelites 

will begin, be carried on, and perfected. 
He giveth liberally, and upbraideth not. 
There is full Encouragement to aſk, even 
the Promiſe of Gop. Act according to its 
moſt comfortable Direction, and then im- 
mediately the Character of the Believer 
deſcribed in the Text becomes your own. 
Perſevere in your Dependance, and all the 
comprehenſive Bleſſings promiſed in the 
Text, ſhall be yours. Nay ſuppoſing to this 
Hour, Gop has been angry with you for 
your Wickedneſs, and juſt about to pluck 
thee out of thy Dwelling, and root thee 
out of the Land of the Living. Vet if 
you look now to his Throne as a repenting 
Supplicant, if you implore his Mercy and 
Help in the Name and for the Sake of Jeſus, 
inſtead of a Curſe, you ſhall inherit his 
Favour, and be admitted to partake plen- 
teouſly of every Gift, neceſſary to ſpiritual 
Life and Godlineſs. f 
III. Learn from this Scripture, how 
groundleſs and blaſphemous the common 
Objection againſt a Godly and Chriſtian 
| Life 
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Life is. Melancholy and uncomfortable, 
ſay the World, it is to live in ſuch ſtrict 
Obedience to Gop's Word, it makes even 
young People ſo very thoughtful, we can- 
not away with it. 

Melancholy and uncomfortable ſay you! 
What ? to depend upon Gop from Day to 
Day, for Help, for Peace, for every Bleſ- 
ſing, and to find that ſuch Dependance is 
crowned with all Succeſs ? Or is it me- 
lancholy and uncomfortable to have the 
Heart glowing with Warmth of Gratitude 
to Gor, for ſuch exceeding great and pre- 
cious Promiſes ? To fee theſe Promiſes as 
Walls of Salvation on every Side, againſt 
the Deſtroyer of Souls, the corrupted 
World, and a Man's own evil Heart? 

I allow every real Chriſtian, whether 
young or old, muſt be very thoughtful. 
But is Thought a Burthen or grievous in 
any Degree? to none but Fools and Sinners. 
It is the Subject on which the Mind em- 
ploys itfelf, which makes Thought de- 
lightful or otherwiſe. Sure then to be able 
to meditate on the eternal Gop, as your 
Gon, and your Guide even unto Death; 
to dwell on the joyous Conſideration, that 
he is. all to you, that you can want, and 
bound 
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bound even by his own moſt gracious Oath 
and Promiſe, to bring every humble De- 
pendant upon his Arm, and his Grace to 
Heaven: Say, what Pleaſures can Diſ- 
ſipation, or Mirth afford equal to ſuch 
Thoughtfulneſs ? Thoughtfulneſs, which 
the more cloſe and abiding it is, the more 
ſatisfying it proves to the Soul. So that 
when you ſee the Excellent of the 
Earth, fond of Privacy and Retirement, 
after the Bufineſs of their Employment is 
over; flying from Noiſe and Numbers; 
from fooliſh Amuſements, and faſhionable 
Paſtimes : When you obſerve their Seriouſ- 
neſs ſo great, that they ſcarce fmile a little, 
think not (for that is the Fooliſhneſs of 
Folly) think not they want Chearfulneſs 
and Joy. No, they have much more of 
both, than thoſe who wear ever the broad 
Face of Mirth, and profeſs to with-hold 
their Hearts from no carnal Indulgence. 
A real Chriſtian is ſatisfied from what he 
has in Poſſeſſion, even Grace, Mercy, and 
Peace from Gop, the Father, and from 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and from the infinite 
Riches he has in Reverſion. The Goſpel 
is propoſed to you under the Image of a 
Feaſt of fai Things, of Wines, of Wines 

| well 


1 
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well refined upon the Lees. Hearken di- 
ligently unto me, faith God, and eat ye that 
which is good, and let your Soul delight itſelf 
in Fatneſs, Iſaiah Iv. 2. Such is the Ex- 
cellency of my Doctrines, the Multitude 
of rich Promiſes, the Greatneſs of the pre- 
ſent and future Felicity they lead to and 
inſure, that no beſtial Epicure finds ſuch 
Matter of rejoicing, when gratifying his 
pampared Appetite at the Table of Lux- 
ury, as every Believer who is entitled to 
and perſuaded of the Reality of God's 
Promiſes. 

Laſtly, We are taught by this Scripture, 
in what Method we may moſt ſucceſsfully 
encounter with our Enemies, and ſtand 
unmoved by all their Aſſaults. It is a Me- 
thod, which the World in Wiſdom never 
could attain. In Books and Writings which 
are the Product of the human Underſtand- 


ing, unenlightened by the Word and Grace 


of Gop, you will find yourſelves exhorted 
to reſolve, and in your own Strength to do 
ſuch and ſuch Duties, and practiſe ſuch and 
ſuch Virtues, or by the Repreſentation of 
the Advantages of virtuous Conduct in this 
Life, and the ill Conſequences of Vice, 
to prepare yourſelves againſt the Attacks 

of 
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of the one, and for the Performance of 
the other. . 

But bleſſed be Gop, far more mighty 
are the Weapons of our Chriſtian War- 
fare, even the Study of the PROMISES of 
Gon, and the pleading of theſe Promiſes, 
in humble Prayer to Gop, as the Word of 
Righteouſneſs, his own Word, wherein he 
has cauſed us to put our Truſt. 

The Promiſes of Gop, are the very 
Lite and Support of all praQtical ſcripture 
Religion. And for this Cauſe, when St. Paul 
exhorts to that high Degree of Sanctifi- 
cation, even to the cleaning ourſelves from 


all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, and to 


the perfecting Holineſs in the Fear of God. 
2 Cor. vii. 1. He lays the Promiſes of 
Gop, as the Foundation on which alone 
ſuch a ſpiritual Practice, and Chriſtian Con- 
verſation, could poſſibly be built. MPere- 
fore come out from among them, and be ye 
ſeperate, faith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean Thing, and I will receive you, and 
will be a Father unto you, and ye ſhall be my 
Sons and Daughters, ſaith the Lord Almighty. 
This Promiſe of tatherly Love and Pro- 
tection, including the Gift of all Things, 
needful or profitable for the Soul; is an 
Encouragement every Way equal to the 

T moſt 
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moſt difficult Undertakings: And by en- 
gaging the Power of Gop, to aſſiſt and 
ſuccour your own natural Weakneſs, it 
gives the moſt animating Aſſurance, that 
you ſhall be enabled to do and ſuffer every 
Thing required of you. And in order that 
your Faith and Hope, might be in Gop, 
without wavering; it is not poſſible for 
you to be placed in any Circumſtances of 
Diſtreſs, either of Body or of Mind, in 
which you will not find, if you underſtand 
the Scriptures, Promiſes adapted to your 
particular Caſe, and made as it were on 
Purpoſe for you. 
ſcience diſturbs and affrights you, ſo that 
you deſire nothing ſo much as Reconciliation 


Thus if Guilt of Con- 


What can give you Quietneſs 


and Aſſurance, if this Promiſe doth not. 
Let the Wicked forſake his Way, and the 
unrighiesus Man his Thoughts, and let him 
return unto the Lord, and he will have Mercy 
upon him, and to our God, for he will abun- 
dantly fardon. Iſaiah Iv. 7. If you ſay, 
I would return, but my Wickedneſs is fo 


enormous; 


it is attended with ſuch in- 


flaming Circumſtances, that I can have no 


Hope. 


Behold ! 


how Gop, in tender 


Mercy hath taken away this Objection? 
Ad- 
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Addreſſing himſelf to you, as one fully 
acquainted with the Workings of your 
afflicted and wounded Spirit. Come now, 
and let us reaſon together, ſaith the Lord, 
though your Sins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be 
as White as Snow, though they be Red like 
Crimſon, they ſhall be as Wool. If ye be 
willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the Good of 
the Land. 

Do grievous Back- ſlidings after your 
K2owledge of the Way of Salvation, ter- 
rify you, ſo that you almoſt give up all 
Hope of Forgiveneſs, can any Thing re- 
vive and give you ſuch ſtrong Conſolation,” 
as this Promiſe? 17 any Man fin, we have 
an Advocate with the Father Jeſus Chriſt 
the Righteous, and he is the Propitiation for 
our Sins. 1 John ii. 1. 2. 

Or are you troubled under a Senſe of 
your ſad Declenſions? It is written for 
your Sake, They that wait upon the Lord, 
ſhall renew their Strength, they ſhall mount 
up with Wings as Eagles. Iſaiah xl. 31. 
If a Senſe of your own Inability and moral 
Impotence oppreſſes you, you are abun- 
dantly encouraged by this Promiſe. He 
giveth Power to the Faint, and to them that 
have no Might, he encreaſeth Strength. Iſa. 
x]. 29. Or if you fear your Adverſaries, 

$i leaſt 
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leaſt you ſhould fall, and periſh in their 
Hands. What could be ſaid more eſſectual, 
to diſpel all Heavineſs and Dejection: 
Whilſt you are humble and dependant 
upon Gop, and his Grace; what could 
be ſaid more, than that Gop will preſerve 
your Soul, from this Time forth, even for 
evermore. 

But in order to receive Strength and 
Advantage from theſe Promiſes, you muſt 
place your Dependance upon them; you 
muſt make mention of them continually in 
Prayer, as the Ground of your Hope, and 
all your Encouragement. When you feel 
Want of Peace or Light, of Faith or 
Love, you muſt acquaint yourſelf with the 
Promiſes of Gop, by which he has en- 
gaged to give you a ſuitable Supply. By 
this Means Prayer will be an Exerciſe de- 
lightful to your own Soul, and acceptable 
before Gop, for you will aſt in Faith no- 
hing doubting. You will be able to believe, 
you have the Things you aſe for, as the Lord 
requires you to do, and you ſhall have them. 
In every Hour of Temptation, and in the 
Midſt of the Battle, this Confidence will 
fave you from Flight, and from Fear, 
The Lord by his Promiſe, is on my Side, be 
Wil nat ſuffer my Foot to be moved. 
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Perſonal Obedience and imputed 
Righteouſneſs not to be ſeperated. 


„7 


MATTHEW xXix. 6. 


What therefore God hath joined together, let 
no Man put aſunder. 


| O one need be told I apprehend, 
N with what View theſe Words 

were at firſt ſpoken. That they 
were deſigned to re-eſtabliſh the honourable 
State of Marriage, on its original Plan, and 


to prevent much domeſtick Confuſion and 


Miſery, which muſt follow from a licentious 
Uſe of Divorce, ſuch as Luſt or Ill-Hu- 


mour would prompt to. 

But I ſhall beg Leave to make uſe of this 
Injunction in another Light, and to diſ- 
_ courſe upon it, as a moſt ſolemn Admo- 
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nition to beware of ſeperating Things far 
more eſſentially united then the married 
Pair, and which cannot be put aſunder, 
without Deſtruction to the immortal Soul. 
I mean Perſonal Obedience, from Juſti- 
fication and Salvation by the imputed 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. Or in an op- 
polite hut equally dangerous Error, put- 
ting aſunder the imputed Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, for the moſt dutiful yn 
to his Commandments. 

And in order to make this Diſcourſe, 
through the divine Bleſſing more uſeful, 
I ſhall treat my Subject in the following 
Manner, 


I. Prove whence it comes, that Man is 
ſo dreadfully apt to put theſe Things, 
which Gop hath joined together, aſunder. 


II. The miſcheivous and deplorable 
Effects of ſo doing. 


III. Point out the means neceſſary to 
preſerve Men from falling into an Error, 
ſo general, that very few eſcape it. 


I. The firſt Reaſon why Man is fo 
dreadfully apt to put theſe Things aſunder, 
which 
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which God hath joined together, may be 
the Narrowneſs of his Mind, which with- 
out Care and Circumſpection, is eaſily fo 
much engroſſed by any one Object, to 
which it attends, as to loſe Sight of others. 
It is the Property of Man, when he has 
once adopted an Opinion from the Per- 
ſuaſion of its Truth, immediately to lay an 
unwarrantable Streſs on it; and to magnify 
its Importance, with infinite Jealouſy 
againſt every Thing which but ſeems to op- 
poſe it. This unhappy Conſtitution of the 
fallen Soul, continually diſcovers itſelf, in 
Points reſpecting common Life, as well as 
in Points of much greater Moment. It 
infuſes much of the Bitterneſs of party 
Spirit; and is the Parent of all that de- 
teſtable Bigotry, with which Religious Sects 
have moſt devoutly hated and perſecuted 
each other. 

Again, A clear Diſcernment of ſome 
dangerous Error, which alarms the Mind, 
makes it apt to ſuppote, that abſolute Safety 
dwells at the greateſt poſſible Diſtance from 
it. In Conſequence of which a Man re- 
treats, and retreats without any Suſpicion, 
till he is over-taken and enſnared by ſome 
Error, equally pernicious, though diame- 
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trically oppoſite. In this Way it is, that 
thoſe who defire to excel in Gentleneſs and 
Good-nature, become oftentimes criminally 
complaiſant; violate Duty, and diſhonour 
Gop, ſooner than diſoblige a Fellow-Crea- 
ture. In this Way the Excellency of 
Courage is loſt in Fool-hardineſs and Pre- 
ſumption, Prudence and Caution,  dege- 
nerate into abject Selfiſhnefs, and the Wiſ- 
dom of Frugality, into Covetuouſneſs, 
which Gop abhorreth. 

It is no Wonder therefore, if the Lit- 
tleneſs and Weakneſs natural to the Mind 
of fallen Man, ſhould produce the ſame 
Effect, when Religious Truth is its Object 
and Purſuit, as it does in all other Caſes. 
Certainly it muſt be moſt viſible with Re- 


gard to the Extremes I am now cautioning 
againſt, ſince beſides the Littleneſs and 


Weakneſs of the Human Mind, there 1s 
in it ſo much of Pride and the Love of Sin, 
to tempt and excite Men to put aſunder 
perſonal Obedience, and imputed Rigte- 
ouſneſs. 

To be the Architect of your own Hap- 
pineſs; under the ſtrongeſt Feelings of 
Selt- preference, to recount your own Vir- 
tues; to calculate the Difference between 

| your- 
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-yourſelf- and others, and to fancy there is 
more to commend in you, for Duties per- 
formed, than to blame for Failures and Of- 
fences; and to expect Heaven not altogether 
as a Gift, an Alms, but in Acknowledge- 
ment for Service and Duty. This Plan is ex- 
tremely ſoothing to Self-love. This Scheme 
of Religion highly gratifies, by keeping 
out of Sight the Poverty of Human Na- 
ture, the Purity and Extent of Gop's Law, 
and all thoſe ſelf-abaſing Truths, which 
Chriſt reveals, and which ſeeking Life, 
through him only, continually inculcates. 

On the other Hand, to extol without 
ceaſing, the All-ſufficiency of the Obedi- 
ence, Life, and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; 
to ſuppoſe all Things pertaining to, and re- 
quiſite for the Sinner's Salvation, were ſo 
wrought out and finiſhed by the Redeemer, 
that nothing is required from the Sinner, 
but to acknowledge the unſpeakable Be- 
nefit ; and to honour it by imagining that 
Repentance, Obedience, and Works of 
Righteouſneſs, cannot make your State 
with Reſpect to Gop more ſafe, or the 
Want of them, leſs ſo. 

This is a Way of thinking, favourable 
and indulgent in the laſt Degree to Sin. 
A 


2 


OO 


_ 
> 
— 


— > 
* 5 


** 


* 


* 2 D : 


i > 2 2 
—V* — 7 * 
: d. 


- - 


- + eo 4 _ 


> = * — 
— - — | 
-— = * . » 4: 2 
r N $I; £274 Ex 22 


_— 
— 


— 


— — 


ww 
2 * 
195 
* — 22 
— — — 


2 ——— — 
88 . 22 


» "7h 
* * 
7. : \ N 
* 1 
1 7 
4 
4 * 
1 
: ” 
4 
* \ 
: 4+3 
: in 
>? n \ 
- 
4 * 
4 = 
Py. 
* * 
4 
* 9 
* 
oY 
7 _ 4. 
£42 : 
, A 
N 42 o 
144 
1 
. i 
bs 11 44 
: i 
7 . 
= 
* 
#44 * 
"7 
Ty * \ 
”,4xK 
1 
4, 
% 
i * 
1 Fs \ 7 
Ly 1 
I 1 
enn 
— * 
* 
> 
v4 
* 4 
.= , 
=y 0 
4 _ 
* ou 
7 - 
1 
1 
- \ 
UA. 
1 1 
= 
9 " 
nt "oo 
1 1 
N $ 
» "68 
- - 
«a ” 
423 5 7 
8 
Y "P 
* nl 
'{W: 1 ' 
: l 
1979 
HE 
2 0 
* 1 1 
- 0 
on 
l [x #\ 
; l 
* * i 
4 at 3 
- 
1 0 
"1 : 
AT 4 po, 
4 
1-1 
Þ 
: = 
\ 91, 
U - 
5 * 
14 
1 19 
1 
1 ks 
T2 
: } * 5 
1 
old | LM N 
. i, 
J „„ 
0 * 
7 y, - 
. iy 
. 0 
4 
T0 
*. ian 
24 [ 
11m 
*4 \ U 
bs J 
* 


282 SERMON XL. 
A maſterly Invention to pacify the guilty 


Conſcience, whilſts it ſpares, ſhelters, en- 
courages the Luſts of the Fleſh. A Scheme 
made on Purpoſe for thoſe who have been 
enlightened; who have begun in the Spi- 
rit and run well; but longing after unhal- 
lowed Eaſe, forbidden Gain, or carnal Plea- 
ſure; as the Iſraelites did after the Onions, 
the Fiſh, and the Melons, in Egypt, have 
turned back to their own Way. 

Wherever therefore, either Pride reigns 
in the Heart, or the Love of Sin, Men will 
put aſunder perſonal Obedience, and the 
imputed Righteouſneſs of Chritt. 

And this fatal Diviſion the Devil will 
uſe all his Influence to procure and promote. 
For though all his Innocence and Glory are 
utterly loſt, he ſtill retains his Knowledge. 
He knows you muſt become his Prey, if 
by any Means you are prevailed over to 
ſeperate what Gop hath joined together, 

Are you endeavouring therefore, to ob- 
tain Lite, by your own Works, the Enemy 
of your Soul, will caſt the moſt beautiful 
Colours on your Conduct; be at much Pains 
himſelf to gild and emblazon every one of 
your Virtues, and hold them up before 
your 
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your Eyes, to produce in you felf-admir- 
ing Thoughts. 

He will do ſo, that your Practice of 
Virtue, and Zeal for Obedienec, may be 
without any Knowledge of yourſelf, as a 
defiled, ſinful Creature, without any Hum- 
bleneſs of Mind: That you may be ever 
ignorant of Gop's Righteouſneſs, and by 
endeavouring to eſtabliſh your own, may 
never ſubmit yourſelf to the Righteouſneſs 
of Gop. | 

On the contrary, if you now begin to 
depend on Chriſt, as your Hope and Peace, 
your Surety and Righteouſneſs, immedi- 
ately the Deceiver changes his Method of 
Aſſault: He will join with you in beating 
down all Merit in Man, whiſper himſelf 
perverted Truth into your Ears, as he cited 
Scripture of Old. He will help you to vilify 
all the Righteouſneſſes of Men, as filthy 
Rags, and mightily endeavour to puſh you 
on to that dreadful Error, of fancying Chriſt 
is moſt exalted, when perſonal Obedience 
is leaſt regarded: When no Streſs in any 
View is laid upon it. That by this Device 


you may become infatuated enough to build 


your Houſe, all your eternal Hopes, upon 
the ſandy Foundation, of a dead notional 
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284 SERMON XI. 
Faith, ſure at laſt to fall upon you, and 


grind you to Powder. 

That you may be guarded therefore, in 
this important Matter, againſt the Infir- 
mity of your Nature, or the Temptations 
of Satan, I proceed to lay before you, 

II. The miſchievous Effects of ſepa- 
rating perſonal Obedience, and imputed 
Righteouſneſs from each other. | 

If you place your Dependance for Sal- 
vation upon the former, lightly eſteeming 
the latter, then the better you ſuppoſe you 
are, the more ſelf- ſufficient you will be. 
For whatever in your own eſtimate is of 
Virtue enough, to procure your Acceptance 
with Gop, and entitle you to eternal Hap- 
pineſs, will of Courſe appear in your Eyes 
an Acquiſition to value yourſelf upon. 
The very ſame unhappy Propenſity in the 
human Heart, which tempts the wiſe Man 
to glory in his Wiſdom, the mighty Man 
in his Might, and the rich Man in his 
Riches, will far more ſtrongly prompt you 
whilit depending on the Worthineſs of your 
perſonal Obedience, to glory in your own 
Righteouſneſs: Inaſmuch as every Degree 
of moral Excellence ſurpaſſes the Worth 
of Riches, or intellectual Endowments. 


And 
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And though you acknowledge your Obe- 
dience is performed, through the Aids of 
Grace, this will not prevent you any more 
than it did the Phariſee, om truſting in 
yourſelſ” as righteous, and deſpiſing others. 
And therefore though your good Qualities 
make you highly eſteemed amongſt Men, 
Gop knoweth your Heart, and in utter 
Abhorrence of the Self-conceit which rules 
in it, hath declared, He that exalteth him- 
ſelf” ſhall be abaſed. 

Further, by placing your Dependance 
on your own perſonal Obedience, and lighty 
eſteeming imputed Righteouſneſs, you con- 
tradict and oppoſe the moſt ſolemn De- 
clarations of Gop, concerning the Way of 
Salvation. We have turned, faith the Scrip- 
ture, every one to his own Way, and the 
Lord hath laid on him the Iniquity of us all. 
He (i. e. Chriſt) was made Sin for us, 
who knew no Sin, that we might be made the 
Righteouſneſs of God in him. That we might 
be accepted in the beloved. And to prove the 
abſolute Neceſſity of receiving Salvation in 
and through Jeſus Chriſt, as the Purchaſe 
of his Blood, and the free Gift of his Grace, 


I have fworn, ſaith he, by myſelf, the Word 


is gone out of my Mouth in Righteouſneſs, unto 
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me every Knee ſhall bow, every Tongue ſhall 
ſwear. Ia. xlv. 26. 

To ſuppoſe therefore you can be made 
righteous, be accepted and ſaved, in Con- 
ſideration of your own perſonal Obedience, 
and not by the imputed Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, is to be found fighting againſt theſe 
Truths of Gop; and affirming what he 
abſolutely denies, that any Man living can 
be juſtified, when he enters into Fudgment 
with him, The Conſequence of ſuch a 
Denial of the Truth, in the End, is eter- 
nal Death; for ſo many as are of the Works 
of the Law, are under the Curſe. So many 
as expect Pardon, and Juſtification, by and 
on Account of what they can do in Con- 
formity to the Law, ſo far from being 
blefled in their Endeavours, are bound over 
to ſuffer this dreadful Penalty. And that 
no Man is juſtified by the Law, in the Sight 
of God, it is evident, for the Juſt ſhall live 
by Faith. Gal. iii. 10. 15. 

From hence you ſee, that though it gives 
little or no Offence to your Fellow-Crea- 
tures, to flight, and diſparage the Righte- 
ouſneſs of our Gob and Saviour, and to de- 
pend entirely upon your own Arm to ſecure 
you. Though in general, it may be deemed 

ſuf- 
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ſufficient, that you are ſober, juſt, and 
outwardly religious, yet in Fact, you are 
governed by a proud Spirit; you maintain 
a Scheme of Religion, which utterly con- 
tradicts the Revelation of Gop's Will in 
his Word; and you ſtand expreſſly ex- 
cluded from Pardon and Juſtification, be- 
cauſe you put aſunder what Gop hath 
joined together; perſonal Obedience from 
the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 

On the other Hand, ſtill more dreadful 
are the Effects of placing your Dependance 
for Salvation on the imputed Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, to the Neglect or Diſparagement 
of perſonal Obedience. No ſooner can you 
be entangled in this moſt horrible Error, 
than you will entertain flight Thoughts of 
Sin, defiling, accurſed, damnable, as it 1s. 
You will be careleſs and negligent. You 
will account it a Part of legal Bondage, in- 
ſtead of your bounden Duty, to read the 
Scriptures; to watch, to pray, to examine 
yourſelf; and by a conſtant Mortification 
of your evil Deſires, to ſtudy to ſhew how 
deeply ſenſible you remain of what Chriſt 
has done to waſh you from your Sins, and 
what awful Thoughts you have of his Au- 
thority and Government over you. All 

your 
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your Religion wall be a Renunciation of 
Self-righteouſneſs: A moſt bold, inſolent 
Reliance on the Son of Gop, without Re- 
pentance, without Love, as if he was a 
Friend of Sinners, though they continued 
in the Practice of Iniquity; or would ſee 
nothing worthy of Death or Hell, in thoſe 
who claimed him as their Righteouſneſs 
and Surety, though they ſhould do even 
what they luſted. 

From ſuch diabolical Opinions, the 
Growth of every evil Temper, and the 
Return of old Sins in all their Strength, 
will of Courſe follow. For as the Uſe of 
the Means of Grace, and a conſtant lively 
Senſe of the Evil, and Danger of Sin, are 
the appointed Bulwarks againſt aſſaulting 
Temptations, no ſooner are theſe laid low, 
or neglected to be kept in couſtant repair, 
than every Enemy will enter. 

And when inſtead of being covered with 
honeſt Shame, and filled with Godly Sor- 
row, for being overcome, and yielding 
to Evil in any Degree; ſuch Senſations 
are judged needleſs: Envy and Pride, 
and every vile Affection, will gain more 
and more Ground. Till at length 
Chriſt the Bruiſer of the Serpent's Head, 
© hriſt the holy One of Gop, raiſed 
from 


Nee 
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from the Grave that he might bleſs every 
one of us, by turning us from our Iniqui- 
ties, will be made no other Uſe of, than to 
reconcile Sin and Salvation, than to ſay as 
Satan did in Paradiſe to tranſgreſſive Eve, 
Thou ſhalt not die, though thou rebel againſt 
God; though found an evil Doer unto the 
laſt, Sin ſhall not be thy Deſtruction. And 
Satan having thus prevailed, will ſay, 4h ! 
Ah ! there, there, ſo would I have it. 
Again. Such a wild Conſtruction of the 
Redeemer's Merits, and the Efficacy of his 
glorious Righteouſneſs, offers to him the 
greateſt Injury, and does him in the Eyes 
of the World infinite Diſhonour. It offers 
the greateſt Injury to him, becauſe ſuch a 
monſtrous Perverſion of his Atonement, is 
a Denial of many of his own moſt folemn 
Declarations. It treats him with utter Con- 
tempt, as not worthy of Credit and Regard 
in the Whole of his Teaching, but only 
in ſome Particulars. It gives him the Lie, 
becauſe he declares of himſelf, that he came 
not to deſtroy the Law. And in Confirma- 
tion of this, after fully vindicating the ſpi- 
ritual Signification of the Law, and the 
Extent of its Obligations, from all the 
Corruptions of Men in the longeſt Diſ- 
e courſe 
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courſe he hath left us. After this, he 
concludes, with aſſuring us that he, and 
he only, is wiſe unto Salvation, who Heuar- 
eth theſe Sayings of his, and DOTH them. 
You injure him therefore in the higheſt 
Degree, by ſuch a Reliance on him as the 
Lord your Righteouſne!s, as juſtifies you to 
your own Mind, in the leaſt Neglect, or 
in {light Thoughts of perſonal Obedience 
and Holineſs. 
Buy the ſame Perverſion of his ſacred 
Truth, you bring Scandal upon the Re- 
deemer in the Eyes of the World, as far 
as lies in your Power. They will judge of 
the Tree by its Fruits ; and of the Excel- 
lency of your Principles and Doctrines, by 
their Influence on your Heart and Life. 
By neceſſary Conſequence, when they ob- 
ſerve you are barren and unfruitſul in the 
Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, though very loud and vehement in 
magnifying the Glory, and All-ſufficiency 
of his Obedience and Sacrifice. When they 
obſerve you are proud, worldly-minded, and 
of a bad, immoral Spirit, the Blame and Re- 
proach will not reſt upon you, as it ought. 
It will reach through you, to the Principles 
you eſpouſe; and by Reaſon of your perni- 


Cold 
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cibus Ways, the Way of Truth ſelf will be 
evil ſpoken of, and caſt out with reviling. 

I tell a Man, that the Doctrine of im- 
puted Righteouſneſs, eminently ſecures to 
God, the higheſt Veneration of his Law; 
impreſſes the Mind with the ſtrongeſt Ab- 
horrence of Sin, and furniſhes it with the 
nobleſt Motives for the higheſt Gratitude 
and Love. The very contrary of all this, he 
will believe is the direct and natural Ten- 
dency of this peculiar Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, when his own Obſervation fur- 
niſhes him with numerous Examples, of . 
impious Dependance upon the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt ; when he has been Witneſs 
to much, very much of open Contempt to 
God's Law and Love of Sin, amongſt thoſe 
who exalt the Importance and Neceſſity of 
depending on Chriſt alone. And though the 
only juſt Inference, from obſerving ſuch a 
horrid Separation of the moſt exact Obe- 
dience from Salvation by Grace, is, that 
the very beſt of Things are ſubject to the 
worſt Abuſes; yet ſo long as Example 
weighs more with Men then Profeſſion, 
the World will not diſtinguiſh, but ſuppoſe 
themſelves juſtified in flying from the hate- 
ful Truth, which by theſe Inſtances is con- 

U 2 ſtrued 
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ſtrued to be actually an Encouragement to 
Sin. Now, though all who deſpiſe and re- 

ject the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as the ſole 
meritorious Cauſe of the Sinner's Accept- 
ance, we are told ſhall periſh ; yet the Of- 
fence and Scandal given them againſt it, 
by turning this Grace into Laſciviouſneſs, 
will be viſited upon their Heads, who 
gave it. 

Farther, By placing your Dependance 
for Salvation on the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, to the Neglect and Diſparagement 
of perſonal Obedience, you deny the Ope- 
rations of the Holy Ghoſt. This bleſſed 
and divine Spirit is given, we are ex- 
preſſly told, 7o mortiſy the Deeds of the Body; 
to bring forth his proper Fruit, of al 
Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs in thoſe who abide 
under his Influence. And Sanctification by 
the Spirit of Gop, is inſiſted on and ex- 
preſſed in Gop's Word continually, no leſs 
than Belief of the Truth: Inſomuch, that 
it is ſaid, F any Man hath not the Spirit of 
Chriſt he is none of his. And that ſo many 
as are led (ayw/ai, actuated) by the Spirit 
of God, they are the Sons of God. But theſe 
Scriptures you totally ſet aſide, and ſay, 
there is no Need of any Holy Ghoſt, if 
perſonal Obedience and Sanctification can 
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poſſibly be diſpenſed with; becauſe the 


Neceſſity of his ſupernatural Influence on 


the Mind, is founded on the abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity of being converted from the Practice 
and Love of Sin to the Love of Gop and 
the Practice of Holineſs. No ſooner there- 
fore, can the one be judged needleſs, then 
the other of Courſe becomes ſuperfluous ; 
and if Man unchanged, and unrenewed in 
the Spirit of his Mind, may ſee the Salva- 
tion of GOD; the Influences of the Holy 
Ghoſt, neither deſerve to be implored, nor 


believed to be real. And how little ſhort 


of Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt thoſe 


Principles are to be eſteemed, which render 


his ſanctifying Operations unneceſſary, thoſe 


would do well to determine, who adopt 
them. 
The End of fo dreadful an Error and 


Deluſion, which injures the Son of Goo, 


and brings infinite Diſcredit upon his Goſ- 


pel, which encourages Security in Sin, and 
ſets aſide the Operations of the Holy Ghoſt, 
is Deſtruction. Sin unrepented of and un- 
ſubdued, brings forth Death, eternal Death; 
and to ſuppoſe a barren Aſſent of the Mind, 
to one Scheme of Religion, or Set of Doc- 


trines, will prove any Security againſt this, - 
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more than to another, is to ſuppoſe, Gop 
looketh not to the Heart, but to the No- 
tions of the Mind; and that ſo long as Men 
hold ſome principal Truths, he will be fa- 
vourable to them on that Account, though 
they hold them in Unrighteouſneſs. But 
this is utterly unworthy of his Perfections, 
and incompatible with his own repeated 
Declarations. Unworthy of his Perfections, 
becauſe theſe make Sin and Diſobedience 
the Object of his Abhorrence. They ex- 
cite in him an Antipathy to Sin, ſo that he 
cannot dwell with it. He can hold no 
friendly Intercourſe with thoſe, whoſe Hearts 
are not ſet againſt it. Nay, by his very 
Appointment of ſuch a Method of taking 
away Sin, by the bloody Sacrifice of his 
own Son once on the Croſs, and by the 
perpetual Repreſentation of his Death in 
Heaven, By this Method, Gop hath 
moſt plainly demonſtrated, that he is of 
purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity. He 
mult firſt therefore be diveſted of that glo- 
rious Holineſs, which exalts him above all 
his Creatures, before any one that loves 
Sin, allows himſelf in any evil Way, or 
is indifferent whether his Corruptions are 
mortifying in him or no, can have Com- 

munion 
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munion with him. Much eaſier is it to 
ſuppoſe, an honeſt Man delighting himſelf 
in Intimacy with a branded Knave. A 
bounteous loving Chriſtian, in Concord with 
an oppreſſing Miſer, than that the Perfec- 
tions of Gop ſhould ever admit the leaſt 
Union with a Soul, that does not abhor 
that which is Evil. 

Neither is it any Warrant to ſuppoſe, be- 
cauſe God juſtifies the Sinner and the Ungodly, 
therefore his Antipathy is the leſs againſt 
Sin. For who is the Sinner, and who is 
the ungodly Perſon, whom he juſtifies ? 
What ? one that ſtill drinks Iniquity like 
Water. What? one that careth not for 
Gop. No, by no Means. He never did, 
he never can juſtify a Perſon of this Cha- 
rater. For Hatred of ſuch a Character is 
eſſential to his conſummate Perfection. The 
Sinner, the Ungodly whom he juſtifies, is 
one that has begun to mourn for Sin, to 
be burdened with it, to be painfully con- 
ſcious of its defiling accurſed Nature, and 
heartily deſirous of Pardon and Power to 
go and fin no more. Not for Works of 
Righteouſneſs, I allow, but freely through 
the Redemption that is in Jeſus, is ſuch 
a one acquitted from the Curſe of the 

934 Law. 
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Law. But obſerve, there is firſt a fin-hat- 
ing Conſtitution of Soul, if I may uſe the 
Expreſſion, created in him, the Effect of 
which is uniform increaſing Holineſs. And 
whenever this is wanting, you are not the 
Sinner that Gop will juſtify, but the Sins 
ner whom he condemns. 

But as we may often err, in drawing 
Inferences from the Perfections of Gop, 
from our own abſtract Reaſoning upon 
them. As our own Reaſonings can never 
be ſo weighty and peremptory as the Aſ- 
ſertions of Gor, from theſe allo, it is 
moſt evident, that where perſonal Obe- 
dience is neglected to the laſt, there can 
be no Salvation. To cite all the Aſſer- 
tions which are clear and poſitive to this 
Point would be endleſs. Let three of 
them ſuffice. | 

The firſt is that remarkable one, where 
the Redeemer cuts off all vain Depen- 
dance upon his Righteouſneſs, without 
Conformity to his Example and Commands, 
by declaring, Not every one that ſaith 
unto me, Lord ! Lord ! ſhall enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but he that doth the 
Will of i Father which is in Heaven, Mat. 
vii. 21. The fame unchangeable Truth 

is 
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is affirmed by him with a double Aſſeve- 
ration, John iii. 3. Verily, verily, I ſay un- 
to thee, except a Man be born again, he can- 
not ſee the Kingdom of God. And in that 
well known Paſlage, Heb. xii. 16. it is 
declared, without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee 
the Lord, 

I am now ſpeaking not to them that 
believe not the Scriptures, but to them 
who do believe them. And I may venture 
to affirm, there cannot be ſtronger Proofs 
brought to enforce the Neceſſity of Faith 
in Chriſt, then theſe are to enforce the 
abſolute Neceſſity of perſonal Obedience. 
And if the Infidel and Self-righteous Mo- 
raliſt, however confident, ſtand excluded 
the Favour of Gop, and the Happineſs of 
Heaven, becauſe it is written, He that be- 
lieveth not the Son, ſhall not ſee Life. E- 
very Worker of Iniquity, every wilful 
Offender, who has a Name in the Church 
of Chriſt, ſtands as much excluded by the 
Scriptures above-mentioned. It remains 
therefore, that if you love your own Sal- 
vation, you muſt, above all Things, avoid 
each of theſe Rocks, ſo fatal to Souls in 
this dangerous Gulf we are paſſing through. 
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To. affiſt you in this important Buſineſs, 
I proceed, 

III. To point out ſome of thoſe Means 
which are evidently neceſſary for your Di- 
rection and Safety. 

1. Be diligent in reading your Bible. 
Ye ao err not knowing the Scriptures, is 
applicable to all who are under the Power 
of Deluſion, and embrace a Lie for the 
Truth. But if through much Indifference 
to the Welfare of your Soul, or any bi- 
gotted Attachment to your own Way 
of thinking, you dot not carefully compare 
the Doctrine you receive with the Scrip- 
tures, it is a juſt Thing in Gop, to let you 
wander out of the Way. And fince you | 
can be content to hold any Opinion, with- 
out the clear and full Sanction of his Word, 
to leave you to the miſerable and unavoid- 
able Effects of ſuch a Choice. 

From Ignorance of the Scriptures each of 
theſe Errors ſpring, and cannot conſiſt with 
the Knowledge of it. For, if you are 
now amongſt the many, who conſider the 
Son of Go in no other View than that of 
a moſt perfect Teacher of Morals, and a 
Lawegiver to whom Obedience is due. If in 
Conſequence of ſuch Principles, you lay the 
whole Streſs of Man's Salvation upon the 

Per- 
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Performance of certain Duties: Think and 
ſpeak as if there was Remiſſion of Sins 
without ſhedding of Blood, and Man could 
be ſaved by his own Works of Righteouſ- 
neſs. This dangerous Error will be de- 
tected and renounced by you, when you 
underſtand the Oracles of Gop. Imme- 
diately you will hear them calling upon you 
to adore the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as more 
than an unerring Prophet, revealing the 
Will of the Father, more than a King, 
reigning in Righteouſneſs over his Church. 
You will underſtand how infinitely be- 
holden to him, you are, for more than In- 


ſtruction and Knowledge. That he is the 


Lamb of Gop that taketh away your Sin, 


that he 1s your Paſſover ſacrificed for you, 
whole Blood {till ſpeaketh better Things 


than the Blood of Abel, and faith in your 


Behalf to the Enemy and Avenger, touch 


not my redeemed One, and do that Soul, the 
Purchaſe of my own Blood, no harm. You 
will find that he was ſent into the World 
to be a Propitiation for Sin, and that the 
Lord did lay on him the Iniquity of us all. 
Such Declarations without any Com- 
ment of Men's deviſing, will make you 
perceive, how dangerouſly you erred, whilſt 
by depending on your perſonal Obedience, 
you 


#/ 
1 
1 id 
" my Wl 
1 » FAD 
e 
' "4 
. 
* „ 
— 
i 
N © 
ö 1 * 
Nn 4 
i 171 
' 
RA 
” : 
= £4 
. 
"YI 10 
ft 120 
4 x 9 
us 
"3x 
1 7 12 
N 
* 4 
1 | 
4 


" 82 — - A 2 „* 4 
1 N — LA RI — — te — — 
3 = ———— _ * — or 2 
ee 1 2 2 
— * o 2 ht —_ — 
8 — 5 —— — 5 — - > 
* Ag 9 = Fae = 8 3 i» 
— — — 2 — — - —_ - - 
— — n 7 —— — £ — 2, — 2 . 
= _—_ 7 3 5 — — — = — * 2 
4 2 — A A pry . - —U— ũ - 


300 SERMON KI. 


you lightly eſteemed the Rock of our Sal- 
vation. They will convince you, that the 
whole Scheme of your Religion, your Way 
of Approach to Gop, and ail your Expec- 
tations of Happineſs were built on a Foun- 
dation unſcriptural, falſe, and of Courſe 
leading to Deſtruction. 

If on the other Hand, you are moſt un- 
happily involved in the oppoſite Deluſion : 
If you are exalting a falſe, imaginary Chriſt, 
laying no Streſs on the Practice of moral 
Duties ; if through a well-meant, but blind 
Zeal to give all the Glory (where in the 
higheſt Degree it 1s certainly due) to him 
that hath ſo LoveD us, as gladly to make 
himſelf @ Curſe for us, that we might be 
made the Righteouſneſs of God in him. By 
diligent Reading the Scriptures with a pray- 
ing Mind, you will be faved even from 
this Error. You will find, not Man, but 
that Redeemer whom you ſay, you de- 
light above all-Things to honour ; you will 
find, that very Redeemer requiring Obedi- 
ence, as much as Faith. The one, as the 
fincere, unſuſpected Proof that the other 
is real and alive. You will find him 
ſending forth his choſen Apoilles, not only 
to preach that ut ws @ Child is born, 
2h us @ Son is given, but to teach his 


Church 
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Church to obſerve all Things whatſoever he 
hath commanded, Mat. xxviii. 20. You will 
find him abſolntely cutting off all Pretences 
to fancy you love or honour him, unleſs 
you abide in the moſt dutiful Subjection to 
his Authority, by ſaying, He that hath my 
Commandments, and keepeth them, he it ts 
that loveth me, John xiv. 21. Ye are my 
Friends, if you do whatſoever I command you, 
John xv. 14. 

Farther, By ſtudying your Bible, you 
will obſerve what an admirable Way the 
bleſſed Gop hath taken to ſecure this ne- 
ceſſary Union, between Salvation through 
the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and 
perſonal Obedience, which we are all fo 
bent to put aſunder. The very Scriptures 
which mention the one, include the other 
alſo. For Inſtance : It is written, 2 Cor. 
v. 14, 15. The Love of Chriſt conftraineth 
us, becauſe we thus judge, that if one died 
for all, than were all dead. 

But leaſt any ſhould imagine the Death 
of the Son of Gop would fave him from 
' Puniſhment, though lawleſs and diſobe- 
dient, it is immediately added, And that 
he died for all, that they which live, ſhould 
not henceforth live unto themſelves, but unto 

| him, 
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him, that died for them and roſe again. Here 
you ſee the utmoſt Devotedneſs of Heart, 
and the moſt abſolute ſurrender of yourſelf 
to the Will and Service of Chriſt, is the 
very End propoſed by his Death. 

With the ſame View another Scripture 
faith, Ye are bought with a Price. There 
is the Truth and Reality of our Redemp- 
tioh indiſputably aſſerted. In the Words 
immediately following, the Neceflity of 
the higheſt Degrees of perſonal Holineſs. 
T herefore glorify God both with your Bodies 
and with your Spirits which are his. The 
laſt Scripture I will refer you to, is written, 
1 Pet. ii. 24. Mo his ownſelf, bare our Sins 
in his own Body on the Tree, that we being 
dead to Sin, ſhould live unto Righteouſneſs. 

The other admirable Way which the 
bleſſed Gop uſes in his Scripture to pre- 
ſerve you from putting aſunder perſonal 
Obedience and Dependance on the Saviour's 
Righteouſneſs, is by ſpeaking of each of 
them, in the higheſt Terms. In number- 
leſs Places of Scripture, the Promiſe of 
eternal Life is made to Faith only. He 
that believeth ſhall be ſaved. He that be- 


lievethᷣ not ſhall be damned. 


In 
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In theſe Texts, there is not the leaſt 
mention of perſonal Obedience. To con- 
vince you, I apprehend, that making your 
Supplication before the Son of God for 
Pardon and Life, is the only Way to ob- 
tain it ; and to alarm you, if you never 
have done ſo, by bringing you under a ter- 
rible Sentence of Condemnation. And to 
humble you always, in your Opinion of 
yourſelf, as a Sinner, who muſt be ſaved 
by Grace through Faith, and not by your 
own Works. And before this Set of Texts, 
you cannot examine your Heart, and be 
either in Peace, or Safety, if you have any 
Dependance but upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
For though you were abundant in Watch- 
ings, in Faſtings, in Prayers, and Alms ; 
{till all theſe together would not make up 
for Want of F aich, or ſecure your Soul from 
Death. 

Again, In another Set of Texts, as 
numerous as the former, perſonal Obe- 
dience is repreſented as the ſure Way to 
God's Holy Hill, and to his dwelling 
Place, without mentioning a Syllable of 
Chriſt, his Atonement, Grace, or Power. 
And the Want of ſuch Obedience is deem- 
ed a Mark and Evidence, that you are a 

Son 
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Son of Perdition. This is done with De- 
fign to keep you from Sinning, that Grace 
may abound. That your Conſcience may 
be tormented with a wholeſome Senſe of 
your Danger of the Wrath of Gop, how- 
ever you may in Words magnify Chriſt, 
whilſt you offend and work Iniquity. 

Thus by acquainting yourſelf intimately 
with the Word of Gop, you will be ſuit- 
ably impreſſed with the Importance of 
Faith, and of Obedience. You will be en- 
dued with a right Judgment, to give all the 
Glory and Honour of the Sinner's Salvation 
to him, who obeyed the Law, and ſuffered 
on the Croſs for you ; and yet ſtrongly 
maintain the abſolute Neceſſity of living 
in-the conſtant Performance of every moral 
Duty, and in the Exerciſe of every hea- 
venly Temper. 

2. Take heed how you hear. Prove 
whatever is delivered from the Pulpit by 
the Word of Gop. Let it have no Weight 
with you, but juſt as far as you ſee it cor- 
reſponds with Scripture, and is confirmed 
by. it. Remember Gop has complained, 
tby Teachers have tranſzreſſed againſt me, 
and cauſed my People to err. If you diſ- 
cover therefore, that you are led to place 
22 your 
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your Dependance for Salvation on your own 
Virtues ; taught to conclude, you can per- 
form your Duty without Strength continually 
received from Chriſt, or that your Virtues 
can be accepted, without his Intercefſion. 
If whilſt your are told much of the Ne- 
ceſſity of leading a good Life, your Re- 
demption by Jeſus Chriſt, and the Power 
of his Spirit, make up little or no Part of 


the Diſcourſe : You are bound, as you re- 
verence the Scripture, to reject the Doc- 


trine, as tending to ſuperſede the Golpel, 
and make Chriſt of none Effect. 

Or it ſtill more dreadfully oppoſite to 
the Truth of Scripture, you are taught to 
fancy you are in Chriſt, if you do but re- 
nounce all Notions of Man's Merit and 
Power. And that Salvation was ſo wrought 
out by him, that nothing is needful on your 
Part, but to believe you ſhall receive the 
Benefit. If you are led to conceive, that 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is a Cloak for 
Sin, or for Sloth. In this Caſe, beware 
you are not all perſuaded to credit what is 
ſaid, for the Bible Religion is a practical, 
holy Religion. It cannot countenance any 


Thing that befriends Sin. 
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Happy for you, if you can be taught by 
thoſe who ſpeak as the Oracles of Gop. If 
you can hear thoſe, who one Time exhort 
you to Glory only in the Croſs of Chriſt. Who 
at another, lay this as the Foundation, to 
befeech you, that you preſent your Bodies 
a living Sacrifice, holy acceptable unto God, 
which is your reaſonable Service. Happy 
for you, if you can hear thoſe able 
Miniſters of the New Teſtament, who a- 
bundantly prove that Chriſt is made of God 
unto us, Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs, and Sanc- 
tification and Redemption, 1 Cor. i. 30. And 
from thence, with all poſſible Advantage, 
urge you Zo forget the Things that are be- 
hind, and to reach forth to the Things that 
are before, preſſing toward the Mark for the 
Prize of the High-calling of God in Chriſt 
Jeſis, Phil. iii. 13, 14. Happy for you, 
if you can hear thoſe, who cry, behold! 
the Glory of Jeſus, the Glory, as of the 
only begotten of the Father, full of Grace 
and Truth, who preach Chriſt as All, and 
in All, and from thence prove how eaſy it 
is for the very GOD of Peace, to ſanctify 
you wholly, and to preſerve you blameleſs 
in Spirit, Soul and Body. 


By 
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By hearing ſuch ſound Doctrine, which 


no one can gain- ſay, without condemning 
Prophets, Apoſtles, and the Son of Go: 
You will be much confirmed and built 
up in your Holy Faith. Provided you are 

careful, 
3. To pray that you may be preſery- 
ed from putting aſunder perſonal Obe- 
dience, and imputed Righteouſneſs. You 
have been reminded in the Beginning of 
this Diſcourſe, of the ſtrong Propenſity 
there is in Man, to fin againſt Gop and 
his own Soul in this Reſpect. If you 
look back into the Hiſtory of the Church 
of Chriſt, you will ſee, that even whilſt 
Apoſtles were its Miniſters, and infallible 
Teachers watching over it, many were 
wicked and unreaſonable, having no Faith. 
Many put away a good Conſcience, and 
then concerning Faith made Shipwreck. 
If you look round.you at this Time, you 
ſee, the larger Diviſion of Mankind, con- 
fident in the Sufficiency of their own 
Virtues and Duties, and void of Depen- 
dance on Chriſt for Wiſdom, Strength, 
and Righteouſneſs, Whilſt others are 
turning the Grace of our Gon into Laſci- 
* 2 viouſneſs, 
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viouſneſs, and foaming out their own 
Shame, by making the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, the Encouragement of Preſump- 
tion. Now, to join with one or other 
of theſe Parties, the Corruptions of your 
own Heart ſtrongly lead. You need there- 
fore to pray, that Gop would give you 
Wiſdom, and an Underſtanding to know 
him that is true. That amidſt the Er- 
rors of the Proud, and Unconverted ; 
amidſt the wild Opinions of thoſe who 
are driven to and fro with every Wind 
of Doctrine, the Spirit of Truth may be 
with you; may ſtrengthen, ſtabliſh, and 
ſettle you. 

In the Uſe of theſe Means, the Grace 
of Gop will be aftorded you, and you 
will be kept in the ſtrait and narrow 
Path that only leadeth unto Life. No 
Part of the Word of Gop will condemn 
or diſtreſs your Soul. No Temptation 
will you be under, of wreſting it, to 
countenance your Principles, or your 
Practice. When you hear, the Sermon 
on the Mount, our Lord's laſt Diſcourſes 
to his Apoſtles, and all that enforces and 


requires perſonal Obedience, this will be 
8 your 


your rejoicing even the Teſtimony of your 
Conſcience, that with Simplicity and Godly 
Sincerity, not with fleſhly Wiſdom, but ac- 
cording to the Mill of God, you have had 
your Converſation in the World, Or when 
you read of a Generation that are pure in 
their own Fyes, and yet are not waſhed from 
their Filthineſs ; of others that had a Zeal 
for GoD, and yet were in ſo dangerous a 
State, that the Apoſtle had great Heavi- 
neſs, and continual Sorrow of Heart on 
their Account, ever making Prayer that 
they might be ſaved. You can ſay, you 
have received the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he is 
your Hope, and Peace, your Life, and 
Strength, and Righteouſneſs. 

Thus will you walk on in the High- 
way of Holineſs, ſupported by continual 
Supplies from the Son of Gop. And 
when your impriſoned Soul, let looſe 
by the friendly Hand of Death, ſhall 
wing its Way to the heavenly Jeruſalem. 
You will find yourſelf of one Mind, and 
of one Judgment with the vaſt immortal 
Aſſembly ; filled with a perfe& Hatred to 
Sin, yet free from the Stain of every ſelf- 
exalting and ſelf-righteous Thought. Ad- 

X 3 vanced 
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vanced to angelic Excellence and Purity ; 
yet giving Glory with a loud Voice, only to 
redeeming Love. Crying, Worthy is the 
Lamb that was ſlain, for he hath redeemed 
us to God by his Bl:od. 
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SE RM ON XII. 
Chriſtian Happineſs. 


2 Co R. xiii. 14. 


The Grace of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and the 
Love of God, and the Communion of the 
Holy Ghoſt be with you all. Amen. 


HERE is not, we may conclude, 
one Scripture in the whole Book 
of Gop, more important than 

this. Since every Congregation of Chriſtian 

People throughout the World, in all Ages, 

however divided in their Judgments about 

other Things, have univerſally agreed, no- 
thing is ſo much to be deſired, as the Bleſ- 
ſings contained in this ſhort, but compre- 
henſive Benediction. It is indeed full of 
the richeſt Comfort, and the moſt edifying 
| X 4. In- 


1 
| 
: 
+0 
| 
| 
. 
vt 
| 
C 
5 
4 
1 


212 SERMON XI. 


Inſtruction. And as we would avoid the 


Charge of concluding the public Worſhip 


of Gop ; with the Sacrifice of Fools; of 
praying without Underſtanding, this above 


all Scriptures demands our moſt frequent 
Attention, and Enquiry into its full Import. 
To aſſiſt you in this Enquiry, I ſhall, 


I. Explain the Meaning of each Clauſe 
in this Apoſtolical Benediction, 


IT. Prove from it what ancient ſcriptural 
Chriſtianity is. 


III. The great Comfort, and Advantage, 
of every one who 1s a real Chriſtian in this 
preſent Life, above all others ; and draw 
ſome Concluſions from the Whole. 


I. I am to prove the Meaning of each 
Clauſe in this Apoſtolical Benediction. 
Not that there is any real Obſcurity or 
Darkneſs in it, to thoſe who are Chriſtians 
altogether. Such happy Perſons want not 
to be told the Bleſſings they receive from 
each Perſon in the glorious Trinity. When 
I ſpeak therefore of explaining the Text, it 


is for their Uſe and Benefit, who through 
| their 
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their Ignorance of the Scripture, and 
Eſtrangement from God; fancy theſe Words 
favour of Enthuſiaſm. Or at leaſt know not, 
what Idea preciſely to fix to the Grace of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Love of Gon, 
and the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Yet a preciſe, determinate Meaning, cer- 
tainly belongs to each Clauſe. Otherwiſe 
we muſt ſuppoſe that the Words which the 
Holy Ghoſt uſeth, are neither fo proper 
nor expreſſive as thoſe which a wiſe Man 
would make Choice of to paint the Ideas of 
his Mind: A Suppoſition this, confuted 
by being mentioned. 

The Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, pre- 
ciſely Means an Intereſt and Share in that 
ineſtimable Benefit, which he was manifeſt 
in the Fleſh to purchaſe for his Church, 
7. . Pardon and Deliverance from the Curſe 
of Gop's Law. By one Man's Diſobedi- 
ence many, faith the Scripture, were made 
Sinners. And on Account of our own actual 
Love to Sin, and Commiſſion of it in vari- 
ous Inſtances, there is Enmity through our 
wicked Works, between Gop and us, and 
therefore we are called Children of Wrath. 

In Conſequence of our Tranſgreſſion, 


the Purity and Juſtice of Gop ſeems for 
ever 
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ever to forbid his Reconciliation to us. For 
no two Contraries in Nature ſtand fo eflen- 
tially remote as a Sinner, and a ſin-hating 
GOD. 

By what Means then can Peace be made 
between them? Who ſhall be Mediator 
in this important Cauſe, in which the 
Honour of Gop, and the Happineſs of 
Men, ſeem ſo incompatible ? If a Man ſin 
againſt another, the Judge fhail judge him, 
but if a Man fin againſt God, who ſhall plead 


for him? 


Such Power belongeih only to the Son of 
Gop. He alone is worthy. He is there- 
fore called our PEACE. Of him Gop teſ- 
tifice by the Moni. of the Prophet Ifaiah 


li. 11. By his Knowledge (all my righteous 


Sr ut 7% yl I HUH), jor he Fall bear therr 
Tniquities, The fanic Declaration, worthy 
to be reported by an Angel, 1s made to Da- 
niel, Dan. ix. 24. Where the coming of 
the Meſſiah is faid to be for this great 
Purpoſe, to make Reconciliation for Iniuity. 
The New Teſtament confirms the Decla- 
rations of the Old. It affirms conſtantly 
that we have Peace with God, through. 
eur Lord Fejus Chrift, Rom. v. 1. Th 
God was in Chrift reconciling the WWeorld wits 


hunſelf, 
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himſelf, not imputing their Treſpaſſes unto 
them, 2 Cor. v. 19. 

When we pray therefore, that the Grace 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be with you, 
the preciſe Meaning is, that the dreadful 
Breach which Sin has opened between 
God and you, may be made up. That the 
Reconciliation which the Redeemer en- 
dured the Croſs to obtain for them that 
ſhould believe in his Name, may take 
place in your Favour, ſo that all your 
Tranſgreſſions may be forgiven, and all 
your Sin be covered. 

This Mercy, is called the Grace of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe nothing but his 
undeſerved free Love, led him at firſt to 
bear our Griefs, and carry our Sorrows, 
To be wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, and 
bruiſed for our Iniquity. No Degree of 
Worthineſs was there in us, no Manner of 
Qualification on our Part, but Miſery and 
Helpleſſneſs, which his tender Pity could 
not pals by. 

It is by the ſame Grace alſo in him, that 
any of us are made really Partakers of 
the Benefit purchaſed by his Death and 
Sufferings. That upon a penitential Ac- 
knowledgement of Sin and Guilt, and 

earneſt 
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earneſt. Application by Prayer to the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, we are made accepted in the 
Beloved. 

The Priviledge then which one who is 
Partaker of the Grace of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, enjoys above all that are not, is the 
greateſt it is poſſible to conceive. Far greater 
than what a King poſſeſſes above the Beg- 
gar that ſitteth on the Dunghill. 

Before a Man is made Partaker of this 
Grace, he ſtands expoſed to the Curſe of 
the Law, for every wicked Word he ever 
ſpoke, for every evil Thought that was ever 
conſented to, and harboured in his Mind, 
all is written and noted down in the Book 
of Gop. A certain fearful Suſpicion of 
this Condemnation which hangeth over 
him, he often feels in ſpite of himſelf. 
This makes him fly from Solitude, and be 
afraid of Self-examination ; leaſt his guilty 
Conſcience at ſuch Seaſons ſhould tell him 
all, it hath Authority from the Word of 
God, to accuſe him of. | 
The real Chriſtian on the contrary, is 
pardoned and abſolved from all his Ot- 
fences, being juſtified freely through the 
Redemption that is in Jeſus. No Charge 
of paſt Tranſgreſſions, can ſtand againſt 


him 
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him any more, then the Law of the Land 
againſt a Rebel, pardoned and reſtored by 
his King, to every Priviledge of an in- 
nocent Subject. The Knowledge of this 
unſpeakable Mercy, fills the Chriſtian's 
Mind with Peace towards Gop, and fur— 
niſhes him with never-ceaſing Matter for 
bleſſing and praiſing the Grace of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, throngh whom he has re- 
ceived the Atonement or Reconciliation, 
and is brought to poſleſs the Love of Gop. 

This is the ſecond Bleſſing particularly 
implored in this Apoſtolical Prayer. But are 
not all Men the Objects of Gop's Love? 
Is not his Mercy over all his Works ? 
Without Queſtion it is. He loves thoſe 
who are full of bitter Hatred againſt him, 
his Word, and his People, or he would 
inſtantly blaſt them with the Breath of his 
hot Diſpleaſure. He loves them who are 
ſetting at nought his Counſel, and deſpi- 
ſing the Son of his Love, otherwiſe all 
of this horrid Character would be Monu- 
ments of his fiery Indignation, immedi- 
ately upon their committing ſuch Provo- 
cations in his Sight. But then it is only a 
Love of Pity, a Love of Forbearance, which 


Gop has toward them, as a Father loves 
his 
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his firſt=born Son, feels ſtrong Deſires aſter 
his Reformation, though at preſent he is the 
Diſgrace of his Name, the Burthen of his 
Eyes, the continual Grief of his Heart. 

Other Kind of Love than this, Gop 
cannot have towards the Careleſs and the 
Unbelieving, for he is a holy and jealous 
Gop ; their Ways and Doings are an Abo- 
mination to him, and a Trouble to bear. 
And if this Love is at length by Conti- 
nuance in Sin outlived, then will ſuch De- 
ſpiſers periſh for ever. Then the Furiouſ- 
neſs of Gop's Wrath will be poured out 
upon them, and he will avenge to the ut- 
termoſt the Quarrel of his Covenant. 

It is not therefore this Kind of Love, 
which we pray for in the Form of Bene- 
diction before us. It is the Love of Com- 
placency and Delight, which Jeſus him- 
ſelf made Supplication for, as the beſt 
Bleſſing his Church could receive, that the 
Love, faith he, wherewith thou haſt loved 
me, may be in them, John xvii. 26: Sucha 
Love as always keeps the Ears of the Al- 
mighty Father open to their Prayers, and 
hrs Eyes running to and jro throughout the 
whole Earth, to ſhew himſelf” ſtrong in their 
| Behalf, 2 Chron. xvi. 9. Such a Love 

| ma- 
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manifeſted towards them, as is not to tlie 
World, which creates in them the Spirit 
of Adoption, hereby the faithful in Chriſt 
Jeſus, can cry Abba Father, can ſay to the 
high and lofty One, that inhabiteth Eter- 
nity, thou art my Father, my God, and my 
ſtrong Salvation. Such Love as enables the 
faithful to put their whole Truſt and Con- 
fidence in the Mercy of Gop, knowing he 
is pacified for all their Iniquity, reconciled 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and waiting to pour out his 
Benefits, as they are able to receive them. 

In this State of Affiance and Love to 
God, none are able to walk, but thoſe who 
are Partakers of the Grace of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. And therefore it is given as 
a peculiar Mark of their Character, that 
they have not received the Spirit of the World, 
which keeps them at a Diſtance from Gop, 
in ſervile Dread of his Anger, and afraid 
to confide in his Promiſes. But the Spi- 
rit of Love, and of Power, and of a found 
Mind. 

Both of theſe Bleſſings, Pardon and the 
comfortable Perſuaſion of the Soul, that it 
ſhares in that peculiar Love which God 
bears to his obedient Children, are far 
above what Men can attain to, without 

hea- 


4 
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heavenly Aid. Men may read their Bible, 


and the exceeding great and precious Pro- 
miſes made therein to them that love Gop. 
But ſtill will never be able without ſome 
ſupernatural Aid, to aſſure themſelves that 
Gop for Chriſt's Sake, hath loved them and 
forgiven them their Treſpaſſes. 

To produce this Perſuaſion, eſſential to 
the Comfort of the Soul, the Influence of 
the third Perſon in the glorious Trinity, is 
abſolutely needful, for we read that no Man 
can ſay that Jeſus is the Lord, but by the 
Holy Ghoſt. 1. Cor. xii. 3. The Words are 
as eaſily ſaid as any other, but not with 
Affiance and unſhaken Truſt. Not with 
perſonal Application, ſo as to obtain the 
Anſwer of a good Conſcience, through the 
Blood of ſprinkling. 

This can only be obtained by the Illu- 
mination and abiding Influence of the Holy 
Ghoſt. Who is ſent on Purpoſe ? take of 
the Things that are Chriſt's, and ſhew them 
unt9 15. i. e. to aſſure us of the Reality and 
glorious Effects of his Undertakings, in 
the Office of our Surety and Mediator : 
To enable the Soul ſo firmly to believe in 
the Atonement he has once made, and the 
Interceſſion he continues to make for his 

Church, 
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Church, as to rejoice and ſay, firrely in the 
Lord have I Righteouſneſs and Strength. 

In like Manner, though a Man may be 
ſure he deſires to love Gop, yet ſuch is the 
Diſtance between himſelf a dying Creature, 
and the eternal Majeſty ; between himſelf a 
Tranſgreſſor, vile, and richly deſerving 
Puniſhment, and the Gop of Purity and 
Glory; that we ſee it is the rareſt Thing 

in the World, to find Men comfortably 
aſſured that the Love of Gop iefteth upon 
them. Though we ſay, God is good and 
gracious, and of great Mercy, to them that 
call upon him faithfully, Though we fay, 
God is Love. Yet when theſe Profeſſions 
are put to the Trial, by a Seaſon of Ad- 
verſity, or extreme Danger, by tormenting 
Pain, or approaching Death; then it ap- 
pears what little Root ſuch Profeſſions have 
in the Heart. Since very ſeldom do we find 
Men under ſuch Circumſtances in perfect 
Peace, having their Minds ſtayed upon 
Gop, as their God, as reconciled to them 
and delighting in them for his Son's Sake, 
Rather Men are in Diſtreſs on Account of 
their abſolute Uncertainty, how the Heart 
of Gop ſtands diſpoſed towards them. 

* 7: "And 
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And the Bitterneſs of all their Affliction is 
leaſt Gop ſhould be their Adverſary. | 
The Office and Influence of the Holy 
Ghoſt, is in this important Matter, to help 
our Infirmities. The Love , God, it is writ- 
ten, Rom. v. 5. Is ſhed abroad in our 
Hearts by the Holy Ghost, which is given 
unto us. The ſame Apoſtle deſcribing the 
peaceful Statz of Mind, peculiar to real 
| Chriſtians, and their Confidence in the 
Love of Gop towards them, ſaith, Ye 
have not received the Spirit of Bondage, again, 
to fear, but ye have received the Spirit of Adop- 
tron, whereby we cry Abbe Father. And 
that they might know by whoſe Influence 
and Operations ſuch a defireable Change 
was wrought in the Diſpoſition of their 
Minds towards Gop. The Apoſtle adds, 
The Spirit itſelf beareth Witnefs with our 

Spirit, that we are the Children of God. 
Beſides, the Communion or Fellowſhip 
of the Holy Ghoſt is neceſſary, not only 
to enable the Faithful in Chriſt Jeſus, to 
truſt in him as the Saviour of the World, 
and to perſuade them that the Holy Gop 
is favourable and gracious towards them: 
But to ſtrengthen Men mightily. againſt 
Inward Corruptions: Againſt the, natural 
-Inftability and Treachery of he Human 
Heart ; 
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Heart; againſt the violent Aſſaults of the 
evil World; againſt the Sollitations and 
Power of the Devil. The abiding Influence 
of the Holy Ghoſt is neceſſary alſo to 
renew, to ſanctify, to form, and faſhion 
the fallen Soul again, after the Image of 
God in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. 
Neceſſary to bring forth Goodneſs, Righte- 
ouſneſs, and Truth, the noble and divine 
Fruit, which its agency produces; neceſ- 
ſary to maintain and increaſe all excellent 
Tempers, which are comprehended in the 
Scripture Word, Holineſs. For no leſs 
needful is this Holineſs, to make us meet 
to be Partakers of the Inheritance, of the 
Saints in Light, than the atoning Blood of 
Jeſus, and his Death, to redeem us from 
the Curſe of the Law. Thoite Perſons, 
are branded of Old, as filthy Dreamers, 
who imagine that a mere Pardon without 
ſuitable Tempers, and Habits of Mind, 
will be ſufficient for the Salvation of a 
corrupted Creature. And it 1s equally de- 
monſtrable from Reaſon, from Scripture, 
from Experience, that without Holineſs, 
a Holy Gop, Holy Angels, and a Holy 
Heaven, cannot poſſibly be delighted i in or 
enjoyed As ſoon might Men mix with 
2 the 
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the Beaſts of the Field, in pleaſurable So- 
ciety, as thoſe who are not delivered from 
the Love of Sin, join in the Sentiments, or 
in the Joys of the Spirits that are made 


perfect. For greater is the ſpecific Dif- 
ference, between a Soul that loaths Ini- 


quity, and one that delights in it, than 


between the Man and the Brute. 

But who can bring a clean Thing out of an 
unclean ? Who is able to change his Heart, 
which is deſperately wicked? No one: It 
requires the Almighty Power of the Spirit 
of Gon, the Communion of the Holy 
Ghoſt, who as our Catechiſm teaches, 
fanCtifies all the cle& People of Gop. 
The Conſequence of being bleſſed with 
this Communion is daily to increaſe in 
Faith, Hope, and Love; to preſevere in 
Sanctification, till by Death, what was be- 
gun on Earth is perfected in Heaven; and 
the Trees of Righteouſneſs of the Lord's 
planting here below, are to flouriſh in 
the Courts of his Houſe above for ever. 

You ſee therefore on what Account, the 
joint Influence and Bleſſing of the glorious 
Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. is 
neceſiary. To obtain the repenting Sin- 

ner's 
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ner's Diſcharge, from the Condemnation of 
Gop's broken Law; to enable him to 
walk comfortably with Gop in Peace 
and Holineſs, that in the End he may in- 

herit eternal Glory. 
The Influence and Bleſſing therefore of 
each Perſon 1s diſtinctly implored, by every 
Congregation of Chriſtians, to remain with 
them always. 

From whence it is caſy to underſtand, 

II. What ancient and ſcriptural Chriſti- 
anity 18. 

It is Communion with the Father, Son 
and Spirit, and through them with each 
other in Love. Was ſcriptural Chriſtianity, 
what the modern Adulterators of it repre- 
ſent: Was 1t no more than a pure Syſtem 
of Morals: Was every one that loved Juſ- 
tice, Sobricty and Mercy a Chriſtian ; 
how much more rational, how much more 
agreeable to ſuch an Earth-born Syſtem 
would it have been, to conclude the ſolemn 
and public Worthip of Gop, with a 
Form of Prayer, conceived in ſome ſuch 
Terms as theſe : : 

* The great and eternal Gop, your 
© Maker, Preſerver and Judge, give you 


** to live in Peace, Honeſty and Sobriety, - 


1 * and 
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* and Good-will together. To abhor Hy- 
* pocrily, and Evil-ſpeaking, henceforth 
«« and for evermore; and thus bring you 
« to Glory.” 

This Benediction, ſuch Perſons muſt al- 
low, would be eſteemed by themſelves mo- 
ral, practical, and perfectly ſuited to Rea- 
ſon and common Senſe. 

But behold ! fo totally oppoſite in his 
Judgment was the inſpired Apoſtle of Gop, 
and ſo abſolutely conformable to him, have 
all the Churches of Chriſt in every Place 
been to this Day; that the Miniſter con- 
cludes with a Prayer made on Purpoſe, to 
leave the ſtrongeſt Impreſſions on every 
Mind, of Man's abſolute Want of the In- 
fluence of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 

Not that the Practice of moral Righte- 
ouſneſs might therefore be thought of little 
Importance, Gop forbid. No, but that 
the Practice of it might be eſtabliſhed in 
its fulleſt Extent, and ſecured in its ut- 
molt Purity. For wherever the Grace of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Love of Goo, 
and the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoft 
dwell, there muſt be Obedience without 
Partiality, and without Hypocriſy. If Men 
are made Partakers of this Communion, 


they muſt be filled with all the Fruits of 
Righte- 
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Righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Cihrſt 


to the Glory of Gop. This is moſt evi- 
dent: And upon this Suppoſition, it is, 
that whenever Perſons counterfeiting the 
Character of Chriſtians, and falfly pretend- 
ing to be under the Influence of ſuch bleſ- 


ſed Communion, do any baſe, diſhoneſt Ac- 


tion, or are found wanting in any Chriſtian 
Temper and Practice, they are imme- 
diately, and moſt juſtly too reproached with 
the Falſhood of their Profeſſions. Now this 
could not be the Caſe, unleſs it was the 
univerſal Senſe of Mankind, that where 
ſuch an Alliance is really eſtabliſhed ; there 
nothing contrary to the Will of Gop, will 
appear in the Life and Practice. 


Again, From this ſummary Account of 


the very Life and Soul of ancient ſcriptural 


Chriſtianity, you may judge, how ignorant 
they are, who ſuppoſe the Influences of the 
HoLy GHrosT, were confined to the firſt 


Diſciples of Chriſt. His miraculous Ope- 


rations, it is allowed were ſo; but in them, 


there was nothing beneficial to the Soul. 
Our Lord himſelf has told us before it come 


to paſs, that many in the laſt Day ſhall be 


rejected with eternal Infamy, and doomed 
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to Hell; who in his Name caſt out Devils, 
and did mighty Works, becauſe notwith- 
ſtanding, they were Workers of Iniquity. 
But the Influence which every living Mem- 
ber of Chriſt, receives from the Holy Ghoſt, 
is that and that only, which illuminates 
with the true Knowledge and Underſtand- 
ing of Gop's Word, gives Power to live in 
Obedience to it, Peace and Comfort in the 
Way of Holineſs, 


And if ſuch Influence from the Holy 
Ghoſt is not actually experienced by every 
Chriſtian, as much now as in old Time; 
can any thing be conceived more ſhock- 
ing, than for the Miniſter conſtantly to 
conclude the Worſhip of God, who re- 
quireth Truth in the inward Parts, with 
alliins a Bleſſing, we at the ſame Time 
ſuppoſe, has been withdrawn from the 
Church, ſo many Ages. Withdrawn, if as 
{ome ſay, we are not to expect, now to be 
taught, and led, influenced and comforted 
by the Hoiy Ghoſt. For in this leading, 
eaching, end comforting, and ſtrengthen- 
ing the Soul, all Fellowſhip with the Holy 
Ghoſt does conſiſt. What Mockery ! (if this 
was the Caſe) is the Church of England 
chargeable with in her Common Prayer, 


for imploring every Sabbath Day ten Times, 
the 
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the Grace and Influence of this Holy 
Spirit “!? 

But bleſſed be God, there is no Mockery 
in ſo doing. For the Promiſe (of the Holy 
Ghoſt) is to you and your Children, and to 
all that are afar off, even as many as the 


Lord 


* Qur Liturgy is full of the peculiar Doctrines of 
Chriſt, and deeply ſenſible of Man's Weakneſs, is ever 
directing our Thoughts to that Help which cometh from 
Above, through the Spirit: She therefore at the Begin- 
ing of the Service, teaches us to pray unto GoD. 

1. To grant us true Repentance and his Holy Spirit. 

2. Before the firſt Collect. 

Take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
3. For the King, 
Repleniſh him with the Grace of thy Holy- 
Spirit. 
4. For the Royal Family. 
Endue them with thy Holy Spirit. 
5. For the Clergy and People. 
Send down upon them, the healthſul Spirit of thy 
Grace. 
6. In the Litany. 
O God the Holy Ghoſt, have Mercy upon us. 

7. That we may bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit. 

8. Endue us with the Grace of thy Holy Spirit, to 

amend our Lives, according to thy Holy Word. 

9. Concluding Prayer in the firſt Service. 

The Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt be with you 
all, 
Communion Service. 

10. Cleanſe the Thoughts of our Hearts by the In- 

ſpiration of thy Holy Spirit. 
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Lord our God fhall call. Acts ii. 39. For 
all that hear the Word of this Salvation, 
which Gop hath ſent unto us by his Son, 
are all choſen to be an Habitation of God 
through the Spirit, and that their Bodies 
ſhould be Temples of the Holy Ghoſt. 

And to be bleſſed, by partaking of the 
Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Love 
of Gop, and the Communion of the 
Holy Ghoſt, is of the very Eſſence of the 
Chriſtian Religion. This at once intirely 
diſtinguiſhes, and infinitely exalts it, above 
the Religion, which the Wiſdom of Mans 
hath deviſed. This Communion with each 
Perſon in the glorious Trinity, is the be- 
ginning of all folid Peace, and the merciful 
End for which the Goſpel was publiſhed. 
This brighteſt, beſt of all Bleſſings which can 
never ſurfeit, never cloy, is the preſent 
Portion made over by Promiſe, to every 
Believer in Chriſt Jeſus, and as ſuch, the 
Continuance of it is aſked for, in the con- 
cluding Prayer of all Chriſtian Aſſemblies. 
Therefore it follows : 

III. That every real Chriſtian muſt now 
be more happy than the Eaſe, the Eſteem, 
the Riches and Pleaſures of the World can 


make others. I fay, muſt now in this Life 
be 


* 
th 
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be much more happy. The World, hor- 
ribly blaſphemes the Honour of Gon, by 
ſuppoſing his Service full of ungrateful Re- 
ſtraints, and Denials, grievous to ſubmit to, 
They will tell you, it is Time enough to 
think of Religion when you grow old; 
that it is an Employment of the Mind fit 
for the miſerable and diſappointed, the in- 
firm and dying. But thoſe who entertain 
ſuch Thoughts as theſe, are ignorant as 
the Gentiles, which knew not Gop, by 
his infinite Condeſcenſion. They ſee Re- 
ligion in no other View, than that of right 
Conduct, and the Performance of Duty 
againſt all Oppoſition. The gracious Com- 
munications from Father, Son, and Spirit, 
are far above out of their Thoughts. Now 
it is on Account of theſe, that true Chriſ- 
tian Religion, in its preſent Privileges and 
Poſſeſſions, is unſpeakably lovely and de- 
ſirable. Ye young, ye gay, in all the 
Flower of Youth and Beauty's Pride ; ye 
proſperous and ye noble, better Pleaſures 
will you enjoy, and far more ſatisfying, from 
an Alliance ſo near; an Intercourſe ſo con- 
ſtant between your immortal Spirits, and 
he who formed them; than it is poſſible by 
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every Art to extract from all Creature 
Good. 

And that theſe are not rhetorical Words, 
exaggerating where there is no Reality, 
when ſearched to the Bottom, has been 
made evident, by many Witneſſes in every 
Age; who like Moſes, have counted the 
Reproach of Chriſt, greater Riches than 
all the Treaſures of Agypt. In the Church 
of Gop there ſtill are many, who once 
were living to themſelves, fulfilling the 
Luſts of the Fleſh and of the Mind; and 
proving by Experiment, the utmoſt the 
World coula give them, of Delight and 
Joy. Many ſuch ſtill alive, ſpeak to all 
who will receive their Teſtimony, How 
much greater Satisfaction! How much 
purer Joys, they feel in the Poſſeſſion of 
all thoſe Spiritual Bleſſings, wherewith they 
are now bleſſed in Chriſt Jeſus, than when 
walking in the Ways of their Heart, and 
in the Sizht of their Eyes. 

Indeed, no one who fits down, calmly 
and deliberately to conſider, what is the 
Import of the Grace of the Lord Jeſus, 
the Love of Gop, and the Fellowſhip of 
the Holy Ghoſt, but muſt ſee it is the moſt 

flaming 
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flaming Blaſphemy, to imagine, Beauty or 
Wine, or Riches or Honour, or all the 
Variety of Pleaſure the whole World can 
furniſh, is worthy to be compared with 
ſuch bleſſed Communion. 

In Fact, till this Bleſſing is poſſeſſed, 
the Soul muſt feel an aching Void. For 
infinite in its Deſires, and immortal in 
its Nature, the Compaſs of the Earth and 
all that is therein, can never ſatisfy it: 
Nothing but Chriſt and his Grace, Gob 
and his Love, the Spirit and its Conſolations. 

This, and this alone will ſatisfy; for here 
is the proper adequate Supply r its 
Wants. He that is Partaker of this Hap- 
pineſs, is able to deny all Worldly Luſts, 
and thirſts after no other. In Proſperity, 
it heightens every Comfort, and delivers 
him from the Abuſe of his Abundance; in 
Sickneſs and Adverſity it is a Source of 
Patience and of Peace; in Retirement it well 


ſupplics the Abſence of Friends and Com- 
pany. In ſhort, this Communion is Light 


in Darkneſs, Life in Death, and Gop in 
all. 

I ſhall conclude this Subject, with ſome 
Reflections on what has been ſaid. 


1. It 
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1. It is evident from hence, that you do not 
poſſeſs, what the Goſpel of Chriſt promiſes, 
and teaches you to expect, who are con- 


ſtant in religious Duties, and yet conform 


to the World; enjoy with them their 
Amuſements of Folly, and take Part in 
their Pleaſures. Whether ſuch faſhionable 
Amuſements and Pleaſures, are abſolutely 
ſinful, is not tne Queſtion. The Point 
I would now prove is, that the Reliſß and 
Enjoyment of them demonſtrates that you 


are a Stranger to higher and to nobler 
Pleaſures. 


What Harm is there in being delighted 
every Day for Hours together, with ſome 
painted Toy, ſome Baby's Play-thing ? Yet 
it proves the Man ſhamefully weak and 
childiſh, who can find any Entertainment 
in this : It proves that he has made no Uſe 
of a reaſonable Mind, and therefore like 
the Fool, I bo whiftled as he went for Want 
of Thought, is diverting nn in this 
low Manner. 

The fame Way of arguing is ſtrictly ap- 
plicable in the Caſe before us. You go to 
Church, you receive the Sacrament, you 
ſay your Prayers Morning and Evening; 
and then aſk what Harm is there in fre- 

| quent- 
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- quenting alſo the Play-houſe, the Card. 
table, or making Uſe of every Invention 
in Vogue to amuſe. The Anſwer is, theſe 
Things are as much beneath the Reliſh 
and Taſte of one who is a Chriſtian alto- 
gether, as Children's Pleaſures or Plays are 
beneath a Man who enjoys the Powers of 
Reflection, and Contemplation. Do you 
think it poſſible for thoſe who have been en- 
lightened and have taſted of the heavenly Gift, 
and are made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and have taſted the good Word of God, and 
the Powers of the World to come. (And thus 
the Apoſtle paints the Character of Chriſ- 
tians. Heb. viii. 45.) Do you think it poſ- 
{ible they ſhould not as much diſlike, to be 

. diverted from all Attention to every thing 
relating to Gop, and his Grace, their own 
Souls and approaching Eternity, for Hours 
together; to be diverted, not by the Diſ- 
charge of neceſſary Buſineſs, not for any 
profitable Purpoſe. Do you think it poſ- 
ſible they ſhould not as much diſlike this, 
as Men of Senſe and Reaſon diſlike the 
Paſtimes of Childhood ? Or can you think, 
that it is probable that thoſe who know 
and poſſeſs the Grace of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Love of Gop, and the Fellow- 
F908 ſhip 
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ſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, ſhould ever ſeek 
the ſame Pleaſures, and enjoy the very ſame 
Amuſements with thoſe who deny any ſuch 
Spiritual Intercourſe and Communication ? 
That little affected with what makes them 
Heirs of God, and joint Heirs of Chriſt, 
whilſt the other are Children of Darkneſs, 
and have their Portion only in this World, 
the Pleaſures and Delights of BoTH, ſhould 
{till be one and the fame ? 

If it be faid, we are Men and not An- 
gels, and that the Bow mult not always be 
bent. It is readily allowed. But are there 
not Recreations quite conſiſtent with the 
Chriſtian Character ? What more richly 
entertaining, than to change the buly 
Scene of Action, for Privacy and Retire- 
ment ? Than the Converſation of the few 
Wiſe and Excellent of the Earth? Than 
viſiting with that nobleſt of all Views, to 
encourage one another to walk worthy of 
Gop, who hath called us to his Kingdom 
of Glory ? And our Condition here, is fo 
wiſely appointed, that when we have diſ- 
charged the Buſineſs of our Place and Sta- 
tion, and the various Duties we owe to our 
Relations, there will be no more Time 


hanging upon our Hands, than ſuch Re- 
cre- 
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creations will fill up. But if you have a 
Reliſh and Taſte for the Amuſements of 


the World, and feel yourſelf gratified in the 


Uſe of them. Upon cloſer Trial and Exa- 
mination, you will find all your religious 
Exerciſes and Duties, have done very little 
for you; that inſtead of enabling you to ſay, 
Bleſſed are the People that know the joyful 
Sound; they ſhall walk in the Light of thy 
Countenance, their Delight ſhall be ever in 
thy Name, and in thy Righteouſneſs ſhall they 
make their Boaſt. All your Joy is of another 
Kind, alas! and conſiſts in diverting your 
Thoughts and. Attention from your own 
Soul, from your Go, and your everlaſting 
Intereſt ; conſequently under the Profeſſion 
of the Chriſtian Faith, and in the Uſe of 
Chriſtian Ordinances, you poſſeſs not what 
the Goſpel of Chriſt promiſes, and teaches 
you to expect. 

2. What a loud and affectionate Call is 
this Scripture to you, who have never yet 
repented, immediately to ariſe and come to 
your heavenly. Father. You are afraid to 
divorce yourſelves from your ſinful Plea- 
| ſures, from an Opinion that you can never 
live eaſy and ſatisfied without them. That 


you muſt be miſerably pining after them, 
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and only over-awed from gratifying the 
raging Deſires of your Heart. But this is 
all a Miſtake. We are commanded to 
preach the Goſpel to you, to call upon you 
who are ſtill the Servants of Sin, to re- 
pent, not merely becauſe if you do not, 
you muſt be caſt into Hell. No, but from 
the Conſideration of the Advantages you 
ſhall immediately receive. Repent, for the 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand, :. e. ſuch 
rich, abundant Manifeſtations of the Grace 
of Gop, ſuch holy Delights, and Joy, as 
may well be called the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven come down to Earth. This is at hand, 
only repent, and enter in. 

Awake thou that ſleepeſt. Come to 
_ thyſelf, thou, who like the poor deluded 
Prodigal, haſt hitherto lived at ſuch a fin- 
ful Diſtance from Gop. You are his Off- 
ſpring. His Houſe, his Heart is open, and 
ready to receive you. He calls and invites 


you, that you may he wa and happy, 


more happy here than ever you was or can 
be in the Ways of Sin! Think how it 
grieves his tender Love towards you! 
Think how it increaſes your Guilt ! Think 
how inexcufable and ſpeechleſs you-muſt be 
found, if you die what you live; prefer- 
. ing 


SERMON XII. 339 


ing the Cup of Drunkenneſs; the Joys of 
Lewdneſs; the mean embittered Satisfaction 
of getting Money, or of living according 
to your own Will, in Idleneſs and Sloth. 
Making theſe Things your Choice, and 
obſtinately refuſing to part with them, 
when Gop the Father, Gop the Son, 
and Gop the Holy Ghoſt promiſe, upon 
your Return in the Way of Obedience and 
Faith, to come and make their Abode with 
you. Who can have any Love and Pity 
towards you, and not weep for your De- 
luſion? To ſee you walking in a vain Shew, 
infatuated by the Pleaſures of Sin, till it 
has ruined you for ever? When ſuch a Di- 
vine Intercourſe is prepared and ready to 
be opened, between Gop and your Soul, 
if you will hear the Voice of the Son of Gop 
and live? 


If you refuſe, O thou ungrateful Sinner, 
to repent at ſuch Invitations, it is the 
more worthy of Lamentation, becauſe the 
Promiſe of the Grace of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the Love of Gom, and the 
Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, is abſolute- 
ly free for every one that repents and be- 
lieves, and as ſoon as he does ſo. 


Be with you all, Amen. No paſt Rebel- 
lion; no preſent Unworthineſs ; if you now 
2 2 ſeek 
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ſeek this Communion, ſhall keep you from 
ſharing in it. Only beware you ſtagger 
not through Unbelief. Only beware you 
injure not the loving Kindneſs of Gop, by 
a voluntary Humility, which judges it im- 
poſſible for you, on Account of your Un- 
worthineſs, to be raiſed to hold ſuch high 
and abiding Communion with Gop. For 
what is it your Worthineſs was ever the 
Cauſe of your receiving? Was it this, 
which induced God at firſt to give you your 
Being, or afterwards to bleſs, to preſerve, 
and ſpare you? Was it this which moved 
Gop to give up his Son, when you was an 
Enemy and ungodly? How then ſhall he 
not, notwithſtanding your Unworthineſs, 
if you repent and believe, give you to poſſeſs 
all the Endearments of his tender Love ? 

Again, Is it any Want of Humility to be 
perſuaded, that the Son of God, Maker of 
all Things, did actually bear our Sins in 
his own Body on the Tree, and was made 
a Curſe for us ? Is it any Want of Humili- 
ty molt aſſuredly to believe, that if we live 
and die in the Faith and Obedience of 
Chriſt, we ſhall fee God Face to Face, and 
dwell with him for ever? 


Why 


SERMON XII. 347 


Why then ſhould it be thought Want of 
Humility no leſs afſuredly to believe upon 
the Authority of his own Promiſe, that 
Gop will indeed come and dwell with 
Men, to prepare them for his Preſence 
and Glory? No, it is rank Pride, or Diſ- 
ſimulation, to plead our Unworthineſs as 
any Bar to the Favours of Gop, who de- 
lights to honour his own Grace, by doing 
us good. Either we want to be leſs be- 
Holden to him, or we flight his Favours. 
And then for a Pretence, plead our own 
Unworthineſs to receive them. In Proof 
of this, you will obſerve, that thoſe Per- 
{ons who talk moſt againſt Communion 
with Gor, on Account of the infinite Diſ- 
tance between us and him, are the fartheſt 
from ſerving him with Reverence and God- 
ly Fear, from trembling at his Word, and 
rather ſuffering any Thing than offend 
him. 

In this Manner, do you ſhew your Hu- 
mility ; and then you can never honour 
Gop more, than by expecting all he has to 
give; than by ſeeking that Fellowſhip with 
the Father, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, thro 
the Spirit, which ſhall make your Joy to 
be full. 
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But if through the Love of Sin, ye de- 
ſpiſe and ſcoff at this Communion, remem- 
ber it is no Enthuſiaſm, no Creature of 
Man's Imagination, but Scripture Phraſe 
and Scripture Doctrine. And woe to thoſe 
who make it a Subject of Deriſion. Eter- 
nal Diſtance, eternal Separation from 
God, the Fountain of all Bleſſedneſs, will 
too late make them wiſh they had enjoyed 
a greater Nearneſs to him in Time. 

And be aſſured of this, there cannot be 
a more provoking Expreſſion both of Ingra- 
titude and Unbelief, than to make a Mock 
of the very Bounty of our Gop. Than to 
reproach what is the exceeding and un- 
ſearchable Riches of his Grace, and the 
Plenteouſneſs of his Redemption, as the 
Ravings of a heated Brain. 

Such Communication and Intercourſe 
with Gop, you muſt certainly allow our 
Condition requires. For look round you 
and fee (if you are not yourſelf one of the 
Number) what a Multitude of Sufferers 
are pouring out their fruitleſs Sighs and 
Groans, on this Earth, Widows, without 
Friends, without Help, at their Wits End, 


how to keep their little Ones and them- 


{elves from ſtarving. Thouſands dying by 
Inches 


SERMON XII. 343 


Inches on the Rack of Pain. Thouſands 
with nothing but Trouble and Wretch- 
edneſs before them, wiſhing for Death, 
but it fleeth from them. The Righteous 
are not more ſecure than others from vari- 
ous Tribulation and Diſtreſs. 

And is there no Help for ſuch in their 
Gop? Has Gop fo forgotten to be gra- 
cious, that there is no Remedy, no ſuffi- 
cient Support and Conſolation for thoſe 
that ſeek him with their whole Heart? 
There is an all- ſufficient Remedy placed 
within the Reach of all who ſeek it. 

The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Love of God, and the Fellowſhip of the Holy 
Gt. This is the Armour of Gop, ſuf- 
ficient to encounter with every Evil. And 
though it does not extinguiſh the Feeling of 
what is afflictive and painful, it enables the 
Soul to triumph over it. Eſtabliſhed in 
this Communion, there is abundant Rea- 
ſon in the moſt diſtreſſing Caſes, to be pa- 
tient and contented. To praiſe Gop in 
the Midſt of his Judgments, uſing the Pro- 
phet's Words, O Lord, Thou art my God, 
1 ill exalt thee, I will prai iſe thee. For 
thou haſt been a Strength to the Poor, a 


Strength to the Needy in Diftreſs ; a Refuge © 
from 
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from the Storm; a Shadow from the Heat, 
when the Blaſt of the terrible Ones, is as a 
Storm againſt the Wall. Iſa. xxv. 1---4. 

To conclude, if any of you will not be- 
lieve, there are ſuch powerful Conſolations 
in Chriſt, ſuch Comforts of Love, and ſuch 
Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, put the 
Trial of the Matter upon this Iflue. Pray 
to overcome the Sins that rule over you. 
Search the Scriptures, and beg of God to 
give you all thoſe ſpiritual Bleſſings, which 
his Son purchaſed for, and his Goſpel 
promiſes to the Faithful. Perſevere in this 
Courſe, you will be daily more holy, and 
more happy. And your Bleſſedneſs in and 
from Gop here in Time, will be only the 


Pledge and Earneſt, that you ſhall be hap- 


py in him, and with him, for evermore. 


5 E R- 
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On the ſudgment of the Laſt 
| Day. 


REV, XX. 11, 12, 13. 


And I jaw a great white Throne, and him 
that fat on it, from whoſe Face the 
Earth, and the Heavens fled away, and 
there was found no Place for them. 


And T ſaw the Dead, ſmall and great, fland 
before God, and Books were opened. 


And another Book was opened, which is the 
Book of Life, and the Dead were judged 
out of thoſe Things, which were written 
in the Books, according to their Works. 


THOUGH all Scripture is given by 
Inſpiration of Gop, yet there are 
{ome particular Parts, which bear in a 


More 
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more lively Manner, the Divine Image, 
and Superſcription ; and carry with them 
an over-ruling Evidence, that they came 
from Gov. | 

In this Number, my Text is certainly to 
be placed. For, in what an awful ſtriking 
Manner, does it relate the End of Time! 
How fully in one Point of View, does it 
preſent us, with the infinite Grandeur of 
the Judge ; the Extent of his Judgment, 
and the perfect Equity, with which it is to 
proceed, and to be finally determined. 

Now that each of theſe Points ſo inte- 
reſting to us in themſelves, might come 
with ſtill more Force upon our Minds; 
Gop has been pleaſed to deliver them ac- 
companied with ſome Circumſtances, which 
would more-engage our Attention, than 
poſitive Declaration. 

He had often before declared, that he 
| had appointed a Day in which he would 
judge the World ; in which every one of 
us muſt give an Account of ourſelves unto 
Gop. But in my Text, a highly-favoured 
Apoſtle is introduced, informing us, of 
what was made to paſs before him in ſceni- 
cal Repreſentation, when he was in the 
Spirit, and Things diſtant and inviſible to 

4255 fleſhly 
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fleſhly Eyes, were made manifeſt to 28 
by the great Power of Gov. 

He beheld the Glory of the univerſal 
Judge. Of that very Perſon, who once 
lived in the meaneſt Condition of Poverty, 
and died under the utmoſt Ignominy of 
Shame. Then he came to bear the Sins 
of many, and to ſtand in the Sinner's Place. 
In that Character no Condition could be 
too low; no Infamy too great. Now he 
comes to be ſeen as he is, in his own pro- 
per Glory, and to execute Vengeance on his 
Enemies. He appears therefore in ſuch 
Majeſty, as infinitely ſurpaſſes, whatever 
has the Name of Grand and Splendid on 
Earth: 

T jaw, faith the beloved St. John, A 
great white Throne. In its Form and Fa- 
ſhion infinitely Magnificent, and in the 
piercing Radiancy of its Luſtre, white as 
Light. 

And from his F ace the Earth and the Hea- 
vent fled away. What aileth thee, O thou 
Earth that thou fleet ? and thou ſtarry Hea- 
ven, that there is found no Place for thee ? 

Now the Time of God's Patience and 
Forbearance towards the Earth and its 


ſinful Inhabitants, as was prophefied by 
Enoch, 
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Enoch, and repeated in every Age, by the 
Revelation of God, that Time is actually 
come. And the Earth and the Heavens 
being defiled through the Abominations 
committed by the Children of Men, their 


whole Frame diſſolves, at his Approach, 


who is of purer Eyes than to behold Ini- 
quity. | 
No Circumſtance more awful could be 
choſe, to deſcribe the perfect Holineſs of 
our Judge, than this, that not only impe- 
nitent Sinners themſelves, ſhall not be able 
to ſtand before his Preſence : But even 
the Earth they trod, and the material 
Heavens they looked upon with their 
Eyes, and the very Air they breathed, 
muſt all be diſſolved with very fervent 
Heat; and totally taken down like the Le- 
prous Houſe. 

But though the Earth and the Heavens 
ſhall paſs away, the Soul of Man ſhall 
never paſs away. Short-lived as we are in 
the Body, coming up, and cut down as a 
Flower: We ſhall, nevertheleſs, all ſur- 
vive, when the great Rocks, and the ſtrong 


Mountains, and the molten Firmament are 
no more. 


For 
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For the ſame Scene which preſented to 
the Eyes of St. John, the Diſſolution of 
the World, gave him to behold the whole 
Human Race, perfect and intire, collected 
together, And I ſaw the Dead ſinall and 
great fland before God. 


By the ſmall are meant the pooreſt among 


the People. Often are they over-looked as 
inſignificant Creatures, by Men of like 
Paſſions ; and in their own Judgment are 
ever ready to conclude, that the moſt high 
God, cannot regard ſuch mean Things, and 
charge himſelf with the continual Obſer- 
vation of their Ways and their Doings. 

By this Means, Satan gains a terrible 
Advantage over many of you, my dear 
Brethren, who are of low Degree. For if 
you are at all perſuaded that your own great 
Poverty and Meanneſs, will exempt you 
from giving an Account of yourſelves, there 
will remain no ſufficient Reſtraint to keep 
you from running into every Sin. Drunk- 
enneſs, Uncleanneſs, Lying, Malice, and 
Envy, Murmuring and Complaining, will 
unavoidably have Dominion over you, ſo 
long as you ſay in your Heart, Gop will 
never call me into Judgment. 


All 
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All poſſible Care therefore has been taken 
to deliver you from this moſt deſtructive 
Error. The Poor are mentioned as the 
Perſons more particularly regarded than any 
other, in the Revelation of the bleſſed 
Goſpel, and in every Deſcription of the 
Day of Judgment, they are comprehended 
as Parties no lels intereſted than the Rich 
and Great. | 
And no Wonder, ſince you, the pooreſt 
amongſt the People, are as much the 
Creatures of Gop, the dear Purchaſe of 
his Son's Blood, as capable of improving 
the Grace given to you, and of inheriting 
the Glory prepared, as if you ſtood in the 
firſt Ranks of Life. And though you have 
not, to anſwer for the Truſt of great Au- 
thority and Power, ſtill are you no leis ac- 
countable than thoſe who have, for the Man- 
ner in which you have carried yourſelf to- 
wards the eternal Goo. 

Our Love or Hatred of him, our un- 
ſeigned Reverence of his Law, and of his 
dear and only begotten Son, or our Neglect 
und Contempt of them, theſe will be the 
grand Points of Enquiry concerning us all. 
And it is not ſo much the Station we have 
filled, or the extenſive Influence of the 


Things 
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Things we have done, as the End for which 
they were done, and the Prinkiple they 
ſprung from, that makes a Day of Judg- 
ment neceſſary. 

As Poverty therefore aa Meanneſs of 
Condition, though in the laſt Degree, will 
{et no one below the Notice and Judgment 
of Gop, ſo neither will immenſe Wealth 
or Height of Power, ſet any one above it. 
For he which is Lord over all, ſhall fear no 
Man's Perſon, neither ſhall he ſtand in awe 
of any Man's Greatneſs, for he hath made the 
ſmall and great, and careth for all alike. 
Wiſ. vi. 7. Then as it is ſaid concerning 
the haughty King of Babylon, Iſai. xiv. 16, 
will it be ſaid of all the moſt mighty, 
They that ſee them, ſhall narrowly look upon 
them, and conſider them, ſaying, are theſe 
the Men that made the Earth to tremble, 
that did ſhake Kingdoms, that made the 
World a Wilderneſs, and deſtroyed the Cities 
thereof ? Are they become weak as we? Are 
they become like unto us? Deſpoiled of all 
Pre-eminence ariſing from their exalted 
Stations in the World, and ſtanding upon 
a Level with the Reſt of their fellow Crea- 
tures, to take their Trial before Gop, 


And | 
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And the Books were opened. Obſerve, 1 
beſeech you (for it is worthy of all Obſer- 
vation) though the eternal Gop in order 
to teach us, how abſolutely undeſerved his 
Mercy ever comes to Sinners, had declared, 
That 'Þe will be gracious, to whom he will be 
gracious, and whom he will he hardeneth. 
And that he giveth (1. e. now) an Account 
| of none of his Matters, Yet in the Con- 

| cluſion of all Things, inſtead of proceeding 
| in a ſovereign arbitary Way, faying, I wilt 
that theſe go away into everlaſting Puniſh- 
1 ment, and thoſe into Life eternal : He is 
| pleaſed to proceed in ſuch a Manner, as to 
be univerſally juſtified : He makes a Reve- 
lation of his righteous Judgment. | 
And the Books were opened. It is not 
ſaid were read, for the Light of the laſt 
Day, will make them viſible and perfectly 
known to all. The Judge of the whole 
World ſtands in no Need of Books to give 
him Information, or to prevent his erring 
in any Point, neither is there Forgetfulneſs 
with him. But as the Manner of Men, 
is to note down every Matter of vaſt Im- 
portance ; therefore to help us to conceive 
more ſtrongly the Importance of the Words 
we ſpeak, of the Thoughts we think, af 
. e the 


* — 
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the Things we deſire, and the certain No- 
tice taken of them all, by the All- ſeeing 
Gop, on this Account, he is ſaid to have 
A Book of Remembrance. An exact Regiſter 
of all that is practiſed in the Life, and 
of all that paſſes within the Heart. 

Alluding to this, the Pſalmiſt enquires of 
Gor, concerning the flouriſhing State of 
evil Doers, Are not theſe Things noted in thy 
Book? And the earneſt Cry of David, pained 
with a Senſe of his horrible Wickedneſs, 
and broken in Heart, is this, Hide thy 
Face from my Sins, and blot out all my Tranſ> 
greſſions. 

In this Book of Gop's Remembrance, 
are ſet down, we may ſuppoſe, not only our 
open and ſecret Sins, but all our Mercies 
Spiritual and Temporal: The many Con- 
victions, Rebukes, and Admonitions, af- 
forded us moſt graciouſly by the Spirit of 
Gop : And the opening this Book ſignifies 
the bringing to our Knowledge, and the 
Knowledge of others, the Things written 
therein. 

But it is not ſufficient that Gop alone 
remembers, we muit remember alſo our- 
ſelves. Otherwiſe the condemned would 
think they had juſt Cauſe to open their 
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Mouths, complaining that Sins were laid 
to their Charge which they knew not. 

The Heirs of Glory alſo, without a per- 
fect Remembrance of themſelves, could 
not diſcern the beautiful and exact Pro- 
portion between their Character whilſt in a 
State of Trial, and their Felicity in Heaven. 

On Account theretore of both, a ſecond 
Book is opened. A Book which was al- 
ways in the keeping of each Individual for 
himſelf: And in which it was impoſſible for 
any Thing ever to be entered, before it be- 
longed to that very Perſon, to whoſe Ac- 
count it is charged, and this is the Book 
of CONSCIENCE. 

It is true, Conſcience may be, and often 
is ſeared, and paſt feeling. It may appear 
as if it was bribed into everlaſting Silence, 
or over-awed by cuſtomary Sinning ten, 
twenty, forty Years. But at laſt it will 
bring in a moſt accurate Account, it will 
teſtify a Thouſand, a Million of Things, 
which like Bonds given by extravagant 
Spendthritts, to griping Milers, are quite 
ſorgotten. It will ſpeak and ſay thus, and 
thus haſt thou done, and prove itſelf a 
perſect Counterpart to the Book of Gop's 
Remembrance. 


Through 
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Through the Power of Conſcience, every 
one that died in his Sins, will find his Ini- 
quities convince him to his Face. He 
will be certified beyond the Poſſibility of a 
Doubt, that not an Oath, or a Lye, nor 
a prophane or filthy Jeſt, nor a fradulent 
Bargain, nor an Omiſſion of any Duty, 
is placed once more to his Account, 
than abſolutely belongs to him. For as our 
truly Chriſtian Poet expreſſes this alarming 
Sentiment : 


———— — . © Conſeience, 

& Unnoted, notes each diſobedient Act. 

In Leaves more durable, than Leaves 
& of Braſs 

% Writes our whole Hiſtory ; which 
«© Death ſhall read, 

In every pale Delinquent's private Ear, 

« And Judgment publiſh, publiſh to 
«© more Worlds 

« Than this”. 

Night Thoughts. No. 2. 


* 


And as the Book of Conſcience, will 
thus bear Teſtimony againſt the Hypocrite 
and Unbeliever, in perfect Agreement with 
the Book of Gop's Remembrance, ſo will 
it be a moſt animating and rejoicing Wit- 

| A neſs, 
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neſs, to all who have had their Converſation 
as became the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

Their frequent affectionate Diſcourſe, 
about the Things of Gop, ſeaſoned with 
Salt, and miniſtering Grace, to the Hearers 
ſo well pleaſing to the moſt high Gon, 
that you read he cauſed a Book of Remem- 
brance to be written thereof, Mal. iii. 16. 
will be freſh in their own Minds. Their 
unfeigned Sorrow for Sin, their Hatred of 
it, their ſincere and entire Dependance on 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt for Wiſdom, Strength, 
and Righteouſneſs ; their Works of Faith, 
their Patience of Hope, their Labours of 
Love, of all which it is faid, God will not 
be unrighteous to jorget them, will follow 
the Saints, and be preſent as the Witneſſes 
of their Character. 

Whatever of the ſaving Operations of 
Grace, has paſſed within the Heart of every 
Saint, from the Time of his firſt awaken- 
ing to his Admiſſion into the Reſt of the 
People of Gor, will be found regiſtered 
in his Conſcience, perfectly agreeing with 
the Book of Gop's Remembrance, con- 
cerning him, and enabling him on this Ac- 
count, as St. John ee if it, 70 * [ts 
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A third Book which ſhall be opened, is 
the perfect Rule of Right and Wrong, the 
unerring Standard of Truth. A Book which 
through the diſtinguiſhing Mercy of Gop, 
is in all our Hands, by Way of Eminence, 
the BiBLE. As Laws of Human Govern- 
ments, ſerve a double Purpoſe, both to direct 
and puniſh, to regulate the Duties of civil 
Life, and convict the Offender againſt 
them. So is it with Reſpect to the Book of 
Go, it plainly and fully teaches you what 
is Sin, and what is Duty; what your Faith 
and Practice neceſſarily muſt be, if you are 
influenced by the Grace of God. It ac- 
quaints you in the moſt ſolemn Manner be- 
fore-hand, of the Felicity prepared for the 
Faithful, and the Severity of Puniſhment 
to be inflicted on the Rebellious, who die 
in their Sins. 

This Book therefore is opened as the 
Teſt, by which every Article of our In- 
dictment is to be tried, that we may evi- 
dently diſcern the Juſtice of our Sentence, 
and how impartially we are dealt wifh ac- 
cording to Law. To a Law always 
revealed to, and publickly read in the 
Churches of Gop; and to obey which, 
Grace and Help ſufficient was always af- 
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forded to them, which ſought after it. For 
though the Nations that were without the 
written Law of Gor, ſhall be judged 
without Law ; the Determination con- 
cerning every one, to whom the Goſpel is 
preached, is this, The Words that I have 
ſhoten unto him, they ſhall judge him in the 
asl Day. 

This Book therefore is opened to pro- 
claim before Men and Angels, what State 
of Being in the everlaſting World, is ap- 
propriated to each Individual. To demon- 
ſtrate, that to them who by patient Conti- 
nuance in well doing, ſought for Glory, and 
Honour, and Immortality, to them, eternal 
Lije is freely promiſed. Whilſt to thoſe who 
have been contentious, and would not obey 
the Truth, but obeyed Unrighteouſneſs, to 
them is reſerved Indignation and Wrath, 
Tribulation and Anguiſb. . 

In each of theſe Books Saints and Sin- 
ners, the Obedient and Rebellious, are 
equally concerned, ſince they are equally 
neceſſary to be produced, in Proof of the 
real Character of both. 

But we read that beſides theſe, another 
Boo (55 4220 YE ] a Book of another 
Kind was opened. A Book full of Grace 
and Love, es is the Bock of Life. Bleſſed 
above 
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above all that can be ſaid or conceived are 
they, whoſe Names are found written there- 
in. Such Favour, we are aſſured, was be- 
ſtowed on the Apoſtles. The ſame Mercy 
was afforded to thoſe Women who laboured 
with St. Paul, in the Goſpel, to Clement 
alſo, and others. From whence we have full 
Authority to conclude, that thoſe and thoſe 
only, of the Church of Chriſt in every Place 
and Time, who receive the Faith of Chriſt, 
like theſe exemplary Believers, and die as 
they did, in Obedience to it, have their 
Names alſo written in the Book of Life. 

The full Felicity. of their State, cannot 
be comprehended by us, Yet this 1s certain, 
that if your Name is found in that Book 
of Life, all your Iniquities committed be- 
fore your Repentance and Converſion to 
G0 p, and your innumerable Failures, 
through the Weakneſs of the Fleſh, ſince 
that bleſſed Period, are not imputed. From 
the Book of Gop's Remembrance, they 
are blotted out, nor can the Book of Con- 
{ſcience diſmay you by them. For if the 
Blood of Bulls and Goats, and the Aſhes of 
an Heifer ſprinkling the unclean, ſanttifieth 
to the purifying of the Fleſh, how much more 
ſhall the Blood of Chriſt cleanſe from all 
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* Unrighteouſneſs. The Book of the Law, 
can lay nothing to your Charge, from 
which you do not ſtand before-hand ab- 
ſolved. Chrift having redeemed you from the 
' Curſe of the Law, being made a Curſe for you. 
The fall Benefit of which Redemption 
through your Faith and Repentance, is 
received hy you. 
And the Dead were judged out of thoſe 
| Things, which were written in the Books, 
according to their Works. 
The deciſive and final Sentence pafled 
upon every immortal Soul, is anſwerable 
to the Things that were recorded in thoſe 
Books reſpectively, according to the Evi- 
_ dence of, and in Proportion to their ſeveral 
Works, whether good or bad, as they 
_ teſtify in Judgment, for or againſt their 
being real Chriſtians. For though in the 
Scriptures all Ground of Self-Righteouſneſs 
is taken away, and the Whole of Man's 
Salvation in the meritorious Cauſe of it, 
is conſtantly and folely aſcribed to Grace 
through Faith, yet the Necęſity of good 
Works, and of their evidencing for us, that 
we belong to Chriſt, is uniformly main- 
tained. That Golden Medium is always 
preſerved, between proud Phariſaio Boaſt- 
ing, as if there was any Thing of deſerving 
in 


SERMON XIII. 367 


in Man, or approaching to it, before the 
Eyes of Gop's Purity: And between that 
infinitely more ſatanical Doctrine of the 
Antinomians, which ſets the moral Law 
at Defiance, and blaſphemes Chriſt, as if he 
had aboliſhed all Obligations to obey it, as 
he did with reſpect to the ceremonial Law. 

To be judged, in this Place, fignifies to 
be ſeparated and diſpoſed of, whether to 
the Happineſs of Angels, or to the Tor- 


ments of loſt or damned Spirits. And every 


one according to their Works, ſhall have 
a Place aſſigned them in the happy, or mi- 
ſerable Eternity. Both the Quality and 
Quantity of what we have done, will 
be exactly eſtimated. Thoſe who have 
moſt adorned the Goſpel of Go their Sa- 
viour, and made the neareſt Approaches 
to his perfect Example, in the Strength of 
their Faith, in their Love to Gop, in the 
Purity of their Life and Manners, ſhall 
ſhine with a Glory proportionally greater 
than others, who have only juſt eſcaped 
the Corruptions of the World, and ſtood, 
as it were, only within the Limits of Sal- 
vation. He that hath conſecrated his All to 
Gob: If wealthy, his Riches in the Uſe and 
Application of them; if learned, his Wiſ- 
3 dom 
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dom and Underſtanding ; if in Power, his 
great Authority, to the eſtabliſhing the 
Kingdom of Righteouſneſs, and promoting 
the Glory of Gop, will have a much more 
cxalted Place in Heaven, than thoſe who 
with much fainter Zeal, were yet ſincerely 
engaged in the fame Cauſe. 

One Degree of Happineſs will be ap- 
pointed to thoſe, whoſe State and Con- 
dition here, was free from ſevere Trials 
and Croſſes diſtreſſing above Meaſure; 
whilſt thoſe who did eat only the Bread 
of Adverſity, and drank of the bitter Cup 
of Affliction, with faithful Meekneſs and 
with Patience, will be crowned with a far 
more exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory. 
The old Diſciple who has perſevered 
twenty, forty Years, ſtedfaſt and immove- 
able, always abounding in the Work of the 
Lord, till he is grown hoary in his Maſter's 
bleſſed Service, will be judged to wear a 
brighter Crown, than the young Soldier of 
Chriſt, who juſt entered the Field of. Battle 
and fought victoriouſly for a ſhort Seaſon 
againſt Sin, the World, and the Devil, till 
he was received into Heaven. 

Repentance towards Go, and Faith in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, wherever they are 
| | fouud 
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found in Truth, will teſtify for thoſe whe 
poſſeſs them, that the Promiſes and Grace 
of Chriſt belong to them, but the Meaſure 
in which they ſhall receive the great Re- 
compence of Reward, will be determined 
according to their Works. 

In like Manner, as the many Manſions 
in our Father's Houſe are aſſigned to the 
Saints, according to their reſpective Ad- 
vances in Grace and Holineſs, ſo the De- 
grees of Puniſhment to which thoſe who 
dic in their Sins are doomed, is anſwerable 
to their Character. One Degree for the 
Formal and Self-righteous, who neglected 
the only Saviour of Sinners; another for 
the Drunkard, the Fornicator, the Adul- 
terer, and the Covetous. One Meaſure of 
Torment for the Malicious and Implacable; 
another for the Scorner and Corrupter of 
Others; and the heavieſt Doom of all, to 
the Hypocrite, who makes Gop ſerve with 
his Iniquity. And each of theſe, now un- 
pardonable Offenders, in Proportion to the 
Time they have gone on 1n their Wicked- 
neſs; in Proportion to the Warnings and 
Calls they have refuſed to comply with, 
ſhall be found to have treaſured up for 


themſelves Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath 
| and 
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and Revelation of the righteous Judgment 
of Gop. 

There are three Inferences, amongſt 
many, that might be drawn from this 
moſt awful Subject, with which I ſhall 
conclude. 

1. The firſt is, That you pay a juſt and 
inviolable Regard to the Accuſations of 
your own Conſcience. This is one of the 
Books which will be opened in the great 
and terrible Day of the Lord. Whilſt we 
are travelling through this World, what 
paſſes in our Breaſts, for many wife and 
neceſſary Purpoſes, is ſecret and inviſible 
to others. Therefore it is, that ſo many 
dare trifle with Conſcience, and rather ſub- 
mit to bear its Laſhes, than forego unlaw- 
ful Gain, or Pleaſure, or put up with the 
Sneers of an ungodly World. But conſider 
how very ſhort your Concealment is to be. 
As certain as we are now in this Aſſembly 
together, we ſhall know all that has been 
in the Thoughts of each others Hearts, 
concerning Gop and Duty; for there 14 
nothing Secret, which ſhall not be made 
manifeſt. Tremble at this, thou whited 
Sepulchre, thou blind Phariſee, who art 
ſtudious only to get the Praiſe of Men, to 
2 1 have 
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have the Name of honeſt, or religious; 
when inwardly thou art neither. Tremble 
did I fay ; yea, rather yield to the Light 
that is ſtill in thee; and- remember for 
your own Sake, that if the Book of Con- 
ſcience is full of Accuſations againſt thee, 
all your good Character, is like the Plunder 
of Robbers, ſure to remain no longer with 
you, than the Day of your Trial. Above 
all Things, reverence your Conſcience, and 
as you would dread to have it a ſwift Wit- 
neſs againſt you, before the great white 
Throne, neither for Fear nor Favour, ever 
bring upon yourſelf its Rebukes ; or. ever 
ſtrive to reſiſt, and ſhake them off. Fol- 
low, where they would lead you, to Shame 
and Self- condemnation ; to Repentance, 
Prayer, and the Blood of Atonement ; the 
Effect of which will be the Anſwer of a 
good Conſcience by the Reſurrection of Teſus 
from the Dead. 

2. Another neceflary Concluſion from 
hence 1s a high, increaſing, and invincible 
| Regard to the Bible, which is the Word of 

Gop. Cuſtom and Faſhion. now in this 
World, bear an almoſt irreſiſtible Sway. 
Pride, Idleneſs, Senſuality and Lewdneſs, 
with many other deteſtable Sins, find ſhel- 
ter 


—— — * 
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ter under the Sanction of general Practice. 
But Safety there is none, unleſs the Law 
ahd the Teſtimony be on your Side. This 
is great, and will prevail. The Cuſtom of 
the World will be ſo unable to ſtand before 
it, in the laſt Day, impudent and tyranni- 
cal as it now is, that not a Sinner will 
dare fo much as to mention it, in excuſe 
for himſelf. 

Now therefore pray that you may un- 
derſtand what the Word of Gop teaches 
is the Will of Gop concerning you. Ac- 


quaint yourſelf beforehand with it, that 


no Part of it may bring any Charge againſt 
you, which ſhall bind the Wrath of Gop 
upon you. Never flatter yourſelf there is 
Mercy, Peace, and Safety for you, till 
you can plainly prove yourſelf a Diſciple 
of Chriſt, and that you have the written 
Promiſes of Gop, enſuring your Title to 


his Favour. However highly eſteemed 


amongſt Men, look upon yourſelf as de- 
ſpifed and ſure to be rejected of Goo, till 


you can ſay, the Words which Chriſt has 


leſt upon Record, and which ſhall judge me 
in the laſt Day, are all my Dependance, to 
them I make my appeal: By them only 
will I be governed, and care not who is, 
or can be againſt me, if they be for me. 


3. If 
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3. If it is the unchangeable Decree of 


Gop, that we muſt all appear before the 
Judgment-Seat of Chriſt: What then can 
more deſerve the Name of Folly and of 
Frenzy, than not to be as careful and folli- 
citous at leaſt, as Priſoners uſe to be, who 
are to take their Trial in an Earthly Court. 
Let us then ſuppoſe, we were now in the 
Hands of Juſtice, expeCting in a very ſhort 
Time to be brought forth, and to be tried for 
our Lives. In this Caſe, what ſhould we do, 
one and all? What Meaſures ſhould we 
take? Should we fit down in Idleneſs? 
Should we divert the Time by fooliſh 
Amuſements, or intoxicating Exceſs ? No, 
we ſhould be preparing for our Trial, con- 
ſulting with our Lawyer, ſtudying our De- 
fence or Anſwers to the Witneſſes, that we 
apprehended would appear againſt us; and 
be doing all in our Power to recommend 
our Caſe to the Judge, from whom we 
were to receive our Sentence. In this 
Manner we ſhould act, it it might ſecure 
our Lives and Fortunes; and it the Ne- 


gle& of ſuch Means, would certainly end 
in the Loſs of both. 


Now, though the Caſe here ſuppoſed, is 


no more than the Shadow of our Condi- 
tion, 
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tion, the Meaſures to be made uſe of, are 
exactly the ſame. This World is your Pri- 
ſon: You muſt be brought, whether you 
will or no into Judgment, for there is no 
ſtepping back again into nothing. A Sen- 
' tence of Damnation, the moſt dreadful to 
endure, muſt be your Doom, or one of ful} 
and pureſt Happineſs your juſt Reward. 
What then above, and before all Things, is 
to be done ? Certainly an Intereſt muſt be 
procured in your Judge ; the Favour of the 
REDEEMER mult be ſought for, as better 
than Life itſelf ; ſought for, by putting 
your Truſt in him, as able to deliver you 
from all your Enemies, and as having made 
Reconciliation for your Iniquity. An Inte- 
reſt muſt be preſerved by abiding in the Obe- 
dience of Faith to him, and by being form- 

ed and fathioned according to his Word. 
By this Means, you will be ſure to 
mect with a Smile from his reconciled 
Countenance, and a Sentence of Acquittal 
from his own Mouth, when he appears 
on the great white Throne. Now honour 
the Son as you honour the Father, adhere 
to him as the Author and Finiſher of your 
Faith. Follow him as the Captain of your 
Salvation. Pray more and more for the 
Love 
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Love of his Name, for a Spirit obedient 
to his Goſpel, for an increaſing Knowledge 
of his Grace and Merits, and of the Efficacy 
of his Blood and Righteouſneſs. And then 
though he appears in ſuch Majeſty, as to 
fill all his Adverſaries and Deſpiſers with 
Conſternationand Deſpair; you, with infinite 
Joy and Tranſport, will behold him, All- 
ſufficient to anſwer the vaſt Expectations, 
his Goſpel hath encouraged you to place 
on him. And in that Day you ſhall fay : 
Lo! this is our Ged, we have waited for 
him, and he will fave us; this is the Lord 
we have waited for him ; we will be glad and 
rejoice in his Salvation. Iſaiah xxv. . 
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But the Throne of God, and of the Lamb 
all be in it, and his Servants ſhall ſerve 
him. 


HERE is ſuch a manifeſt Dif- 
ference in the Scripture Account 
of the Happineſs of the bleſſed 

World, from every Account of it deviſed 

by Man, as plainly proves it came from 

Above. This will appear undeniable upon 

the Compariſon. The Deſcription Maho- 

met has left in the Koran, of his Paradiſe, 
is no other than that of Luſt and Senſuality 
indulged to the uttermoſt. An Exceſs of 
ſuch baſe, defiling Pleaſure as the Laſcivious 
only 
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only love to wallow in, and which the Ex- 
cellent of the Earth, are even here purific 
enough to icorn and loath. 

And if we turn our Eyes from the Ac- 
count of the bleſſed World, given by this 
moſt ſhameleſs Impoſtor, to that which is 
given us, by thoſe renowned for Wiſdom, 
and for Virtue, who were not taught by 
the Word of Gop; though we ſhall meet 
with nothing fo groſs and abominable as 
the Muſſelman's Creed; ſtill the Author 
and the End of all Things, is ſtrangely over- 
looked. Even the moſt diſtinguiſhed So- 
crates, when diſcourſing, with ſuch extra- 
ordinary Degrees of Clearneſs and Aſſurance 
on the Immortality of the Soul, yet carries 
his Views no higher, than to the Enjoy- 


ment of better Company; than to an 


Intercourſe the moſt friendly and perfect, 
with Heſiod, with Homer, and others, 
whoſe Names have been tranimitted down 
to Poſterity with the higheſt Honour. 

The ſame Sentiment, you will ſee copied 
by Tully, who introduces the great Scipio, 
as fired with the Proſpect of Admiſſion into 
the Aſſembly of the Illuſtrious deceaſed, 


and in this View ſetting Death at Defiance- 
| B b 2 But 
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But how miſerably ſhort and defective, 
alas! is ſuch a Deſcription of the Happi- 
neſs of the bleſſed World? How fooliſh 
and abſurd to paint. out the Happineſs of 
the immortal Spirit of Man, as compleat, 
without any Knowledge of, or Communion 
with Go, from whom proceeds all that 
deſerves the Name of Good and Excellent. 
Who is himſelf incomprehenſibly Bleſſed, 
and the only Fountain of Happineſs to his 
Creatures. 

But as theſe wiſe Men, knew not Gop, 
no marvel, they glorified him not as Gop, 
nor magnified his Name as the Source of 
their Felicity in another World, who was 
not rejoiced nor delighted in, as their chief 
Good in this. 

Let us therefore turn our Eyes from the 
Conjectures of Men, who had no Light but 
that of Nature and Tradition to guide 
them, to the life-giving Scriptures of our 
Gop. Read the ſcriptural Account of 
Heaven, you will find the Glory due unto 
the Name of Gop aſcribed unto him. And 
he by whom are all Things, and for whom 
are all Things, is ſet before us, as conſtitut- 
ing the Happineſs of thoſe who are received 
up on High, by the Manifeſtation of his 

Owen 
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own Excellency : By his reigning before 
them in all the Glories of perfect Wiſdom 
and Love. The Throne of God and of the 
Lamb ſhall be in it, and his Servants ſhall 
ferve him. 


In diſcourſing on theſe Words, I ſhall, 
I. Explain their Meaning. 


II. Make ſome Reflexions on the Truth 
they teach us. 


I. The Kingdom of God ruleth over all; 
his Power irreſiſtibly prevails no leſs in 
Earth, and in Hell, than within the Gates 
of the Heavenly City. It is the Arm of 
the Lord, which binds the fallen An- 
gels in everlaſting Chains, unto the Judg- 
ment of the laſt Day. And doth whatſo- 
ever he ill in the Armies of Heaven, and 
among /t the Inhabitants of the Earth. 


Nevertheleſs, it cannot be ſaid, that 


either on Earth or in Hell, is the Throne of 
| Gop; becauſe in the one, his Power is 
blaſphemed, and were it poſſible, would 
be overthrown; and in the other, is gene- 
rally deſpiſed, and never ſo fully revered 
and obeyed as it ought to be. 

B03: Now 
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Now the Throne of a King is always 
fixed in the Midſt of his Dominion; 
where Majeſty receives its due Homage; 
and Loyalty and Friendſhip are on every 
Side. Therefore, when we are told, that 
in the Heayenly Jeruſalem, ſhall be the 
| Throne of Gop, the Meaning is, that 
| there Gop is ever acknowledged, and moſt 
| thankfully adored as the Author of all 
Things, and the immediate Fountain of 
all Good. Though this Truth is denied on 
Earth, by none, but the moit diſſolute and 
abominable, yet is it forgotten and over- 
looked by all in a more or lefs Degree. 
What makes Beauty fo intoxicated with 
Admiration of iis own Form; what 
prompts the Rich to be haughty and ſelf- 
ſufficient ; the wiſe Man to glory in his 
| - Wiſdom ; nay, the ſpiritual Man to be put- 
| fed up with Gifts, or Grace? What, but 
the ſnameful, guilty Forgetfulneſs of that 
Truth, that no Man can receive any Thing 
except it be given him from above, and that 
it is God that maketh him to differ, 
| Now in Heaven, the Giver and the Gift 
are never, even in Idea, conſidered apart. 
| Bat juſt in the fame lively Manner in which 
the grateful Mind feels itſelf affected at the 
fut, 
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arſt, by ſome amazing Act of Generoſity 
towards it; equally, and at the ſame Mo- 
ment, rejoicing in the Favour, and the 
Bounty of the Perſon conferring it. So 
without Interruption or Abatement, do the 
Souls in Heaven feel, that in God they live, 
and move, and have their Being, and there- 
fore his Throne is ſaid to be there. 

Again, in the heavenly Jeruſalem, Gop 
is conſtantly perceived to be the End of all 
Things. Selt-love, and Self-wall, are ſub- 
dued with much Difficulty and great La- 
bour on Earth; and therefore fo few at- 
tain to this nobleſt of all Victories. Prac- 
tically to be influenced by this Truth, that 
God's Honour and Glory ought alone to 
be exalted, whoſe we are, and by whom 
we ſubfiſt, though ſo reaſonable, fo evident 
a Truth, that none but Atheiſts can deny 
it, is very rare. The greater Part of the 
Inhabitants, even of Chriſtian Countries, 
trample with Indignation upon this very 
Notion, and refuſe Subjection even to 
thoſe Commands of the moſt high Gop, 
which forbid the groſſeſt Offences. A- 
mongſt the Decent and Regular, there 1s 
no leſs of Selfiſhneſs in another Shape, 
than with open Sinners. And even with 

B b 4 thoſe 
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thoſe who make Profeſſion of Godlineſs; 


it is a few only, who with Singleneſs of 
Heart, deſire that Gop may be magnified 


in them, and they in him. Whenever a 


ſevere Trial comes; whenever ſomething 
much beloved muſt be given up, or 
ſomething much diſliked muſt be endured: 
Then alas! how 1s Self-will, and Man's 
own imaginary Way of ſecuring his own 
Welfare, found to be put in direct Oppo- 
hijion to the Will and Plcature of Gop. 

Where the Throne of Gop is, there is 
no Tincture of ſuch a Spirit remaining. 
The Spirits above, are always filled with a 
lively, powerful Conſciouſneſs, that they 
are nothing, and that God is all in all. 
That they receive all their Honours, and 
poſſeſs their perfect Bleſſedneſs, to ſhew 
forth the overflowing Riches of his Grace. 
With delightful Adoration, they acknow- 
ledge themſelves, and all they are, to be the 
abſolute Property of Gop, and expreſſing 
their Renunciation of Themſelves, as hav- 
ing any Will diſtin from that of Gop, 
they ſay, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to re- 
cetve Glory and Honour and Power, for thou. 
haſt created all Things, and for thy Pleaſure, 
they are, and were created. Rev. iv. LI. 


Fur- 
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Further, By the Throne of Gop, we 


may well underſtand, a clear and compre- 
henſive Knowledge of his Excellency 
and Glory. Compare the brighteſt and 
moſt worthy Conceptions you have of 
Gop, with his Character as it is 
drawn by the Holy Ghoſt in Scripture. 
Your Ideas of his Wiſdom, or his Power, 
his Goodneſs or his Purity, with what you 
find affirmed concerning each of theſe Per- 


fections, and you will confeſs how very lit- 


tle you know of Gop. And even when 
this Knowledge in your Head, is proved by 
the correſpondent Impreſſions, it makes on 
your Heart, and the Attachment it pro- 
duces in you, to the Will of Gop, and his 
Truth, it will be found ſtill more defective. 

In the Heavenly City, theſe Defects and 
Obſcurities of our Knowledge in the 
Things pertaining to Gop, now ſo hum- 
bling, and ſo mortifying to the Heirs of Sal- 
vation, will be removed. For when that 
which is peiſect is come, that which is in 
Part ſhall be done away. 1 Cor. xiii. 10. 
And though now we mult ſee through a 
Glaſs darkly, the faithful Soul is no ſooner 
tranſlated to the Manſions above, than it 


i-es Gop, Face to Face, and knows him 


by 
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by a Sort of immediate Inſpection, reſemb- 
ling that with which we are now known of 
Gop, 2 Cor. xiii. 12. Now thoſe that 
have ever been taught by Experience, the 
inexpreſſible Pleaſure, of having at ſome 
favoured Seaſons, ſtrongly affecting Views 
by Faith of Gop ; who have adored him 
under lively Perceptions of his Wiſdom, 
Power, and Grace ; thoſe only can at all 
conceive, what Exceſs, what Purity, of 
Joy, muſt overflow the immortal Mind, 
when it ſees the King in bis Beauty in the 
Land which is very far off. When every 
Excellency and Perfection, which now ap- 
pears diminiſhed, like the Stars in the Fir- 
mament, into a little Point of Light, 
through our Ignorance and Diſtance from 
Go, ſhall ſhine before our Eyes in its full 
Proportion. 

Thus by the Throne of Gop, in the 
Heavenly City, we may underſtand the 
continual delightful Perfection and Adora- 
tion of Gop, as the Author and the End 
of all Things, under the clear, lively 
Knowledge of his Excellency and Glory. 

It is added, and rh, Throne of the Lamb 


hall be in it. What, or who is this Lamb ? 


That he is honoured even as the Father : 
That his Throne is mentioned as one and 


the 
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the ſame. Beyond all Imagination ſtrange 
would it be, ſhould any Creature be made 
thus equal with the Creator. But it is not 
ſo. For upon ſearching the Scripture, you 
will find from the Characters given of the 
Lamb by the Prophets, the Apoſtles, and 
from his own Mouth, that he is God of 
God, of one Nature and Subſtance, with 
the Father, that he is honoured with the 
ſame divine Names, and worſhipped with 
ſupreme immediate Adoration, and there- 
fore is to be adored alſo, together with the 
Father to all Eternity. And what deſerves 
in this Place very particular Obſervation, 
it is not ſaid, the Throne of the Son of 
Gop, or of the Lord, but the Throne of 
the Lamb ſhall be in it. 

The Name of the Lamb, was given to 
him entirely on Account of the ſin-atoning 
Sacrifice, he made when as a Lamb without 
Spot or Blemiſh he offered himſelf up, 
through the eternal Spirit on the Croſs. 
The Memorial of this his abundant Kind- 
neſs is to remain for ever, and fo long as 
the Kingdom and Felicity of the Saints 
endure, the meritorous Cauſe of both, 
and the Foundation on which alone 


they ſtand, is continyally to be acknow- 
ledged. 
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ledged. For by the Throne of the Lamb's 
being there, it is implied, I ſuppoſe, that 
the all-ſufficient Efficacy of his Blood 
once ſhed, the Power of his Reſurrection, 
the Succeſs of his Interpoſition, as the 
Surety and Mediator of all who come to 
Gop by him, are loudly and for ever ac- 
knowledged. Theſe aſtoniſhing Inſtances 
of his Love, are not only not denied to 
be the Cauſe and Source of all Hap- 
pineſs to Sinners: But the Glory of 
them is not in the leaſt Degree ſhaded 
by any injurious Self-righteous Claim. All 
the Felicity of the Church Triumphant is 
ever enjoyed with unbounded Thankfulneſs 
to Gop the Son, as the Author and Finiſher 
of their Salvation. According to the Senſe 
of that Hymn which 1s recorded, Rev. v. 
11. 12. Worthy art thou, for thou waſt 
flain, and haſt redeemed us to God (i. e. 
from the Bondage of Sin and Satan) out 
of every Kindred, and Tongue, and People, 
and Nation. Worthy is the Lamb that was 
lain to receive Power, and Riches, and Wij- 
dom, and Strength, and Honour, and Glory, 

and Blefing. | 
This Knowledge of the Glory and Ex- 
cellency of Gop, and the Lamb, is to be 
| the 
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the ſubje& Matter of the Felicity of God's 
People, in their Heavenly Habitation. 
The Impreſſion it will make on them and 
the noble Effects it will produce in them, 
are deſcribed in the following Words : 

And his Servants ſhall ſerve him. 

To be numbered in the Houſhold of 
Gop by Faith here below, was dearer to 
every Saint, than even Life itſelf. Rather 
than loſe this Priviledge, ſome of them in 


the Days of their Fleſh, were ſlain with 


the Sword. Others were deſtitute, af- 
flicted, tormented ; all were tried and 
tempted. The Servants of God, was their 
Character moſt honourable and diſtinguiſh- 
ed. This they were careful to maintain, by 
uniform perſevering Obedience to the Au- 
thority and Government of God ; by re- 
nouncing all Pretenſions to live according 
to their own Luſts, or in the Way of the 
World. 

Nevertheleſs here on Earth their beſt 


Services were ſadly defective. Through the 


Weakneſs of the Fleſh, frequently ſtained 
and always ſhort of what the Law ot GoD 
or his Perfections demand. So that it was 
rather the Sincerity of their Intentions, 


and the Loyalty of their Hearts, than the 
| | Ser- 
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Services ,themſelves, that were regarded, 
Ot this the Servants of Gop, are io con- 
ſcious even now, as to entertain very low 
Thoughts of their beſt Attainments. And 
though in the Days before their Converſion 
to Gop, they would ſcarce allow, through 
the Blindneſs and Hardneſs of their Hearts, 
that even their wilful Tranſgreſſions, de- 
ſerved the Wrath of Gop, revealed againſt 
them. After their Converſion, when they 
are really the Servants of Gop, they take 
up the Words of Job, and ſay every one, 
if I waſh myſelf with Snow Water, and 
make my Hands never ſo clean, yet ſhalt thou 
plunge me in the Ditch, and mine own Cloaths 
ſhall abbor me. Job ix. 30, 31. Behold! 
Jam vile. They ſee fo much wanting, ſo 
much amiſs, ſo little Reſemblance in the 
Spirit of their Minds to that Jeſus, after 
whoſe Image they are to form themſelves. 
But in the Heavenly City, his Servants do 
ſerve bim, with perfect Alacrity and Per- 
ſeverance. No Darkneſs or Ignorance re- 
mains in their Underſtanding. They know 
whom they ſerve, how honourable, how 
excellent it is to pay Obedience to him in all 
Things. And the fame Diſcovery of Gop, 
which enlightens their Underſtanding, in- 
e flames 
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flames alſo their Affection, and fills them 
with Zeal to execute the Will of Gop. 

Beſides, they taſte continually the exalted 
Pleaſures, which reſult from doing the Will 
of Gop, as it is done in Heaven by the 
Saints. They are no longer burdened with 
that evil Nature, which whilſt they were 
in the Body, {till luſted againſt the Spirit 
and occaſioned the Contradiction between 
their Judgment and their Will : This Body 
of Sin and Death being removed out of the 
Way, they are always active in the Service of 
God, without any Weariſomeneſs or Luke- 
warmneſs. What 1s declared in the Word 
of our Gop, but now too ſeldom and too 
faintly credited, is the glorious Thought 
which ever poſſeſſes the Inhabitants of 
Heaven, that the Law of the Lord is per- 
fect LiBERTY, his Service Freedom, and 
Subjection to him greater Honour, than 


univerſal Empire. In the laſt Place, what 


adds greatly alſo, to encourage and call-forth 
all the Strength of all the Saints in Heaven, 
to ſerve Gor with all Gladneſs, is the 


Judgment and Practice of all about them. 


Nobility of Birth, and ſplendour of Appear- 
ance at Courts, Courage and Honour in an 
Army, Wealth and Gain in a City of Com- 

RS merce, 


ä — — — 2 „„ 
— — —— — — 9 
* 2 - 1 — — 


384 8 ERM ON XIV. 


merce, are not ſo univerſally extolled, are 
not by ſuch conſtant Diſcourſe repreſented 
as valuable and excellent, as doing the 
Will of Gop, is throughout the whole 
Extent of Heaven. And with what in- 
creaſing Alacrity and Delight do we pur- 
ſue, what we not only feel to be highly 
gratifying to ourſelves, but what makes 
us at the ſame Time, moſt honourable, and 
acceptable to all around us. 
| What has been thus briefly offered, un- 
| folds ſomething of the Meaning of the 
| Text, and will furniſh you with Hints for- 
| further Meditation, on the Nature of the 
Heavenly Happineſs. I proceed, 
| IT. To make ſome Reflections on the 
Truth, which the Text teaches us. It 
affords an awakening Inſtruction, to the 
ignorant and careleſs Sinner; and ſtrong 
Conlolation to every Servant of Gop. For 
from hence you may be perſuaded of the 
abſolute Neceſſity of that Courſe of Chriſ- 
tian and Godly Living, which you hear ſo 
continually preſſed in Scripture, and fo 
vehemently enforced by every faithful Mi- 
niſter. Such a Lite is not required of you, 
as proceeding from an arbitrary Injunction, 
and the mere Command of the eternal Gopz 
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which may or may not be diſpenſed with. 
But it is inſiſted on, as a Courſe of Educa- 
tion, abſolutely needful to form and faſhion 
the Temper and Diſpoſition of the Soul, 
for the Enjoyment and Felicity of the great 
City, the City of the living Gop. Suppole 
a Family born and nurſed up in the moſt 
v.olent Antipathy to the King on the 
Throne, ſo ſtrongly attached to a rival 
Power, as to have no Joy, equal to that of 
oppoſing by all Means, the Exerciſe of 
his juſt Authority, and of vilifying his 
Adminiſtration, and his Friends. Do not 
you ſee in the very Nature of Things, be- 
fore any one of this Family, could be per- 
mitted to dwell near the Throne ; before his 
Heart, could have Pleaſure in ſuch a Situa- 
tion, he muſt be made Loyal. Otherwiſe he 
would be ſelf-tormented and miſerable, 
through Want of ſome rebellioùs Subject 
like himſelf, to whom he might unboſom 
the rankling Enmity concealed within. 
Now this is our fad Caſe, with Reſpect to 
the King of Heaven. We are all by Nature 
Haters of Gop. For the carnal Mind ts 
Eumity againſt God. We all affect what 
Adam did when he fell, and fin after the Si- 


militude of his Trangreſſion, deſiring to be 
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like God, above all command and controul. 
Subjection though to an infinitely wile, 
tender, and gracious Father, is irkſome and 
galling to us; and however diſſembled and 
diſguiſed, ſo it continues to be, till we are re- 
conciled, till true Repentance towards Gop, 
and Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, has 
cured the rebellious diſaffected Spirit to- 
wards the moſt High, which was in us. 
And unleſs this Spirit 1s cured, unleſs we 
are brought before we leave this World, 
to give Glory to the Gop of Heaven, unleſs 
we can now, with thankful Hearts, cry, 
The Lord is King, the Earth may be glad 
thereof, we ſhall never with the Inhabitants 
of Heaven ſing Hallelujah, for the Lord God 
emnipotent reigneth. For if the Command- 
ments of Gop, if the Yoke of Chriſt, are. 
grievous till Death, they will continue fo, to 
all Eternity. If your Spirit does not now 
unfeignedly give Adoration, Love, and Obe- 
dience, whilſt in the Body, it cannot poſ- 
ſibly be ever changed. Of Conſequence as 
there is but one Place of Happineſs, to 
which you are called, even God's Kingdom. 
and Glory, if you die unqualified for this, 
you can be fit only for the Company and the. 
Place, where Hatred to, and Rebellion 
Es | againſt 
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againſt Gop rule in every Heart, and that 
Place is Hell. 

Say not therefore in thy Heart, thou care- 
leſs, unconcerned Sinner, “ Gop's Mercy 
« is great. He will be pacified for all my 
« Iniquity, and though I die with an Heart 
« full of Love to Sin, unſubdued and un- 
te changed, yet I ſhall not periſh for ever.“ 
Say not fo, for it is in the Nature of Things 
impoſſible, that dying in this Spirit and 
Temper, you ſhould ever enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Becauſe if you are 
ſaved, before you are delivered from your 
Hatred and Contempt of Gop's Govern- 
ment and Law, he muſt not only a& in 
Oppoſition to his Juſtice and Holineſs, but 
change alſo the Conſtitution even of Hea- 
ven itſelf, Heaven inſtead of being filled 
with the Brightneſs of his Glory, and never 
ceaſing Praiſe, muſt abound with the 
Inſolence of Ungodlineſs and Sin; and to- 
gether with the Throne of God, and the 
Lamb, Satan's Throne muſt be erected too. 
Let me intreat you to allow this Thought, 
the Conũderation its Truth and Impor- 
tance demands. In Illuſtration of it, remem- 
ber that it is impoſſible to diſcharge many 
Offices in common Life, without an Edu- 
Cc cation 
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cation and Teaching ſuited to that very 
End; which if neglected too long, would 
you give the whole World, it cannot be 
retrieved. Much more impoſſible is it, to 
aſcend into the Hill of the Lord, and to 
riſe up with all his Saints and Servants, in 
his Dwelling Place, unleſs the Heart has 
been firſt touched with Love to his ever- 
bleſſed Name, practiſed in all dutiful Obe- 
dience to his Authority, and from thence 
filled with Joy unſpeakable and full of 
Glory, to be there where Gop is worthily 
magnified, where without ceaſing they cry 
unto him, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God 
of Hoſts. 

It is this Impoſſibility, and only this, 
which is aſſerted in thoſe moſt awful and 
alarming Scriptures, Except ye repen and 
be converted, ye ſhall all litewiſe periſb. 
Marvel not that I ſay unto you, ye muſt be 
born again. For on this Foundation only, 
the Neceſſity of Repentance, Converſion, 
and the New-birth for every Child of Adam, 
ſtands, viz. That without ſuch a Change as 
thefe Words deſcribe, it is not poſhble to 


be a Servant of Gop, or to dwell where the 
Throne of God, and the Lamb is. 
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2. What Words of ſtrong Conſolation are 
theſe to you, who are faithful and obedient 
Servants of the moſt high God. Who have 
happily yourſelves choſen, and by the laud- 
able Singularity of a Chriſtian Conver- 
ſation, ſhew unto others, the Way of Life. 
Whatever is a Grief and fore Burden, to 
you now to bear, will be abundantly re- 
compenſed, when you are exalted to your 
eternal Habitation. Do you now lay to 
Heart, and mourn in Secret, over the 
ſhocking Tranſgreſſions committed by the 
Multitude, who outrage God's Grace and 
Spirit, by living in Uncleanneſs, Injuſtice, 
Prophaneneſs, or Uncharitableneſs ? Are, 
you afflicted to behold the Cowardice of the 
pretended Friends of God, in their Vin- 
dication of his Honour, and oppoſing his 
Adverſaries? Do theſe Things vex your 
righteous Soul, as they did Lot of old ? 
Be comforted with the Thought the Time 
will ſhortly come, when you ſhall rejoice. 
For as the IIraclites carried by miracu- 
lous Grace ſafe over the Red Sea, ſaw not 
one Egyptian more: So when you are 
brought to the Land wherein dwelleth 
Righteouſneſs, never ſhall your Ears hear, 


or your Eyes behold any Thing favouring ' 
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of the leaſt Neglect, Slight, or Forget- 
fulneſs of Gop. You ſhall mingle amongſt 
the innumerable Myriads, who are all 
zealous for Gop's Glory, as was his dear 
Son, when he drove the Buyers and Sellers 
out of the Temple. Who by every Action, 
by every Word, by every Look, ſhall 
expreſs what. is the Joy of your Heart, 
to know; Thine O God, is the Kingdom, the 
Power, and the Glory, from Everlaſting to 
Everlaſting. 

Again, You who are now faithful Ser— 
vants of Gop and the Lamb, feel often 
what all others are Strangers too, you feel 
much Self-Condemnation and Vileneſs, for 
your low and mean Apprehenſions of Gop, 
for the little and weak Impreſſions his 
infinite Wiſdom, his Love in Chriſt, and 
all his Excellencies make upon you. You 
are aſhamed of the poor Manner in which 
you worſhip him; of your frequent Diſ- 
tractions in Time of Prayer; and confounded 
that you love him no more, and ſerve him 
no better. You aſk nothing this World 
can give you. All you deſire is included in 
this ſingle Petition, that you may know the 
eternal Gop and Jeſus Chriſt, whom he 
hath ſent. Tarry thou the Lord's Leiſure, 
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and he ſhall give thee thy Heart's Deſire, 
and fulfill all thy Mind. Shortly you ſhall 
put off this earthly Tabernacle, and with. 
it the darkening Medium, through which 
you now behold your Gop. Then you ſhall 
be tranſlated to a Kingdom infinitely friendly 
and favourable, to the ruling Temper and 
Spirit of your Mind, a Kingdom which 
The Glory of God doth lighten, and the 
Lamb is the Light theredf. 
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